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To mark the occasion, Maynooth University’s (MU) Department of
Physics hosted a public viewing attended by more than 400 people,
giving visitors the chance to observe the eclipse safely through
specialist eclipse glasses and solar telescopes.

Chris & Ann Leward watching with their dog

A solar eclipse occurs when the Moon passes between the Earth and the Sun, partially or fully blocking the Sun
from view. During the August 12 eclipse, over 90% of the Sun was obscured at maximum eclipse in parts of
Ireland.

Although solar eclipses occur frequently somewhere on Earth, the degree of obscuration depends on the
observer’s location. Eclipses exceeding 90% obscuration are uncommon for any given place, making this event
particularly notable for Irish observers. 

Dr Emma Whelan of MU’s Department of Physics said: “Solar eclipses have inspired curiosity and scientific
discovery for thousands of years. Events like this allow people to experience that sense of wonder first-hand
while learning about the science behind what they’re seeing. They also provide an opportunity to inspire the
next generation of scientists, engineers and innovators. Many people working in STEM today can trace their
interest back to moments of awe just like this.”

See page 3 for more stunning images of the eclipse.                                                           Continued on page 3

Solar Eclipse Celebration Event hosted by the Department of Physics
on the 12th. of August. 

More than 90% of the Sun was obscured across parts of Ireland on
Wednesday evening as a rare partial solar eclipse was visible from
the country, marking one of the deepest eclipses visible from Ireland
in decades.

A view of the solar eclipse taken 
by the University at the event
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The opinions and statements expressed in the articles are those of the

contributors and not necessarily those of the Editorial Board. All materials

to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter should be sent by       

e-mail or addressed to:

The Editor, Maynooth Newsletter, 

Unit 10, Tesco S.C. Carton Retail Park,                               

Maynooth, Co. Kildare. W23CT59  Tel: 01-6285922

E-mail: office@maynoothcep.com

Website: www.maynoothcep.com
 
Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor, for publication, should be sent by 

e-mail to: editor@maynoothcep.com
 

Mission Statement
The Maynooth Newsletter is a community focused online publication

available free to the people of Maynooth. It plays an important role in

gathering together, recording and distributing community based news.

We encourage all groups and individuals in the community to submit

material to let us know about their activities and any upcoming events.
 

The Newsletter exists for your enjoyment and we hope you continue to

enjoy your monthly read and keep us informed of your activities.

The Editorial Board endeavours to ensure independence and balance in

the Newsletter content and reserves the right to omit/edit or abridge

material which in its opinion might render the Newsletter as a promoter of

sectional interests.

In addition we undertake the following:
 

· In the case of errors of fact we will publish corrections when we become

aware of such.

· In the case of unwittingly or unfairly impugning the reputation of any

person we hereby offer that person the right to reply.

 

Any contributor seeking further guidelines in this matter is invited to

contact the Editorial Board.

Copy date for receipt of articles is published in the Newsletter. We must

stress that material submitted after the copy date cannot be accepted.
 

Maynooth Newsletter Archives
The management and staff of the Maynooth Community Employment

Project started a project in March 2011 to acquire and digitise all available

issues of the Maynooth Newsletter dating back to 1975. These back issues

along with current issues are available by following the archive link on our

webpage - www.maynoothcep.com. 
The Newsletter Archive can be viewed and searched in pdf format. In

addition, there exists the capability to be able to search an entire year.

Please be aware the single files associated with the year are larger and will

take a little longer to load.
 

The Archive provides an important historical footprint of the Town and

records the community profile of Maynooth from the mid-seventies to the

present day. We hope you enjoy using it and that it brings back memories

of people, places and times and that it equally provides an interesting

insight to the development of the town and university for newly arrived

members of our community.
 

Disclaimer
While every care has been taken to display accurate information,

Maynooth Newsletter will not be held responsible for any loss, damage or

inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy or error within.

All information should be verified from an independent source.
Editorial Board - Maynooth Newsletter
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http://www.maynoothcep.com/


Maynooth University 
Captures Stunning Solar Eclipse 

The celebration also featured live astronomy demonstrations and a programme of talks exploring solar science and
astronomy. Topics included the nature and history of the Sun, quantum processes within it, solar energy, the Sun’s
influence on Earth’s climate, the role of eclipses in the history of physics, and the long‑term fate of our star.

Dr Whelan presented The Story of the Sun, Dr Joshuah Heath explored The Quantum Sun, Dr Marcin Gradziel discussed
Electric Power from the Sun: The Good, the Bad, and the Glinty!, and Dr Michelle McCrystall examined the Sun’s influence
on Earth’s climate in The Star of the Show: How the Sun Drives Our Climate. Prof Peter Coles presented Einstein and the
Eclipse, while Dr Patrick Kavanagh considered the future of our star in Will Our Sun Go Supernova?

The programme also included an inflatable planetarium and hands‑on astronomy‑themed arts and crafts for children.
The August 12 eclipse offered a rare opportunity for people across Ireland to witness an unusually deep partial solar
eclipse. The next eclipse of comparable magnitude visible from Ireland is expected in 2090.

continued from page 1

Author: Maynooth University

These stunning images were taken at the Maynooth University Solar Eclipse Celebration event hosted by
the Department of Physics on the 12th of August



MU lead EU-funded initiative to
uncover links between sleep and
mental health

MU's Prof Lorna Lopez and Prof Andrew
Coogan, co-leads of the DataGenChrono.

Researchers at Maynooth University (MU) are leading a major
international research and doctoral training initiative that will
investigate how sleep influences mental health and why
disruptions to sleep are linked to conditions such as depression,
anxiety, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia.

Prof Lorna Lopez at the Department of Biology, Kathleen Lonsdale Institute for Human Health
Research, and FutureNeuro Research Ireland Centre for Translational Brain Science at Maynooth
University, said: “We need to advance our understanding of mental health, and to achieve this we need to
train the very best researchers. That is why I am so excited about DataGenChrono. Our programme will equip
PhD students with expertise in human genomics, data science, sleep, chronobiology and strategic science
communication, alongside the AI and leadership skills needed to thrive in the future research landscape. By
2030, our graduates will be ready to lead data‑driven innovation across academia, healthcare and industry,
helping to shape the future of mental health research. Supporting early career researchers is my favourite part
of the job, and I am delighted to help this new generation develop into future research leaders.”
MU’s role as the lead institution reflects its international status in sleep research, genetics and mental health,
as well as its established track record in training doctoral researchers in these areas.

The programme, DataGenChrono, co‑led by Prof Andrew Coogan
and Prof Lorna Lopez will bring together leading researchers from
academia and industry across 12 partner organisations in Europe
and Canada.
Funded through the European Union's Horizon Europe programme under the Marie Skłodowska‑Curie
Actions (MSCA) Doctoral Networks scheme, the €3.6 million award includes €1 million in funding for MU. This
investment will fund 11 doctoral researchers working across genetics, data science, sleep science and mental
health. In addition to their research, the candidates will receive training in leadership, communication and
project management, preparing a new generation of researchers to tackle complex health challenges,

Sleep is increasingly recognised as a key pillar of health, alongside exercise and diet, with growing evidence
that it plays a critical role in protecting and promoting mental wellbeing - yet many of the biological
mechanisms linking sleep and mental health remain poorly understood.

Mental health conditions such as depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia affect millions
worldwide and present major challenges for individuals and societies and improving sleep health holds clear
potential for enhancing mental health outcomes - one of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.
Addressing this need requires harnessing advances in big data, genomics and technology to develop new
preventative and therapeutic approaches - a central focus of DataGenChrono.

Using advancements in human genomics, artificial intelligence and large‑scale health data, DataGenChrono
will uncover the genetic and biological pathways that connect sleep and mental illness. By generating new
insights into these relationships, the programme aims to lay the foundations for future approaches to the
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of mental health conditions.

Prof Andrew Coogan at the Department of Psychology and Kathleen Lonsdale Institute for Human Health
Research, Maynooth University, said: “Improving sleep health has enormous potential to protect and promote
mental health. This programme brings together outstanding collaborators from across Europe and Canada to
train the next generation of researchers who will drive innovation in this important field. I am excited to be
part of a programme that combines world‑class research with the development of future leaders in sleep and
mental health research.”









Before there were doctors, there were healers. 
Before the Doctor Came takes readers on a fascinating journey into medicine, 

healing and healthcare in early Ireland.

Guests will have the opportunity to meet the author and take home one of the first signed
copies of the book.

BEFORE THE DOCTOR CAME – BOOK LAUNCH
📅 Thursday, 17 September  ⏰ 6:30 pm

📍 The Maynooth Bookshop
All Welcome



My Early Days in Croghan Church Recalled
It was our parish church and I was one of  the youthful
mass servers. The layout as one entered was the usual
one at that time, men and boys on the right hand side,
women and girls on the left. There was one exception
to this arrangement. In a space near the top left hand
side the Frenchs, men and women, sat in splendid
isolation. Occasionally a few people, who from their
stylish clothes we took to be English cousins, joined
them. Unlike most Anglo-Irish families, the Frenchs
were Roman Catholics and previously they had been
landlords who owned at least half  the farms in the
parish. To the best of  my recollection, they stopped
attending mass after a new priest, who had renovated
the church, refused to let them keep their own pew.
When my mother wanted a job reference for one of  our
family, the former landlord, the Honorable William
French, treated her most cordially.

Another feature of  the interior was a balcony above the
street-half  of  the church, usually occupied by an
all-male choir, except for the organist, who, as best I
can recall, was a woman. Now that I come to think of  it,
the musical instrument was probably a harmonium
rather than an organ, but that didn’t matter. We enjoyed
the music, so much richer than that of  fiddle or
accordion.

At this point let me explain my own situation. As
already mentioned, I was one of  the mass servers, a
role that involved assisting the priest in conducting the
ritual. We boys – girls weren’t allowed – wore dark
jacket-like garments above white surplices and we
replied to the priest’s Introibo ad altarem Dei [I will go
to God’s altar] with Ad deum qui latificat juventutem
meum [to the God who gives joy to my youth]. 

Of  course that was the required answer, but I mustn’t
have given prompt responses to the following words of
the priest because walking the two miles home that
morning I was joined by an adult neigbour who made
the pithy remark, ‘You made a poor fist of  it.’ Naturally I
had the good sense not to defend myself. 

Here I must mention that the mass servers changed
back into their regular clothes in the vestry just as the
priest did. At Christmas there was always a big box of
sweets from which we could help ourselves, but since
at this time our cousins always gave us a round metal
box of  sweets, I probably took only a few. 

Now it may be appropriate to state that if  I hadn’t
been serving mass I could have got a lift to Croghan
with my father, who was going to the second mass
with my older brother Cathal and my three sisters,
Mary, Emily and Christina – our mother always cycled
to first mass in order to have dinner ready when the
family returned. We had a horse-drawn jaunting car, or
as we called it, a ‘sidecar’. In a duplication of  the
church arrangements, my father and Cathal sat on the
right hand side and the girls on the left. I must have
joined them soon after this because I do not
remember serving mass much longer.

In time the relationship between the sexes changed
and, for the most part, men and women now play
equal roles both in public and private life. However,
before we are too hasty in congratulating ourselves,
let us recall the warning of  Tennyson in his poem
Morte d’Arthur, the Death of  Arthur: 

 ‘The old order changeth, yielding place to the new
 And God fulfills Himself  in many ways,
 Lest one good custom should corrupt the world.’

For those who will ask ‘How can a good custom have
bad consequences?’ there are a number of  answers,
from stopping progress to resisting change. But all
those considerations open up new fields of
discussion, so at this point and to avoid boring my
readers I’d better finish my Croghan recollections.

Colin Scott





🗓️ Date: Friday 18th September 2026
⏰ Times: Events will take place from the afternoon into the
evening, with individual event times to be announced.
🎟️ Cost: Free — although some events may require
booking in advance.

Culture Night is Back in
Maynooth!
Get ready for an evening of  music, art, history, creativity and
community as Culture Night returns to Maynooth.

Culture night is nationwide celebration of  Irish culture, giving
everyone the chance to discover something new, experience
local talent and explore the cultural life of  their own community.
And best part? Events are free!

Across Maynooth, you can expect a lively evening of  cultural
experiences, with activities and events taking place in local
venues and community spaces. From live performances and
music to exhibitions, workshops, talks, heritage and family-
friendly activities, there will be plenty to see and do.

Whether you’re interested in Maynooth’s history and heritage,
local arts and creativity, live music, or simply looking for
something different to do with the family, Culture Night is a
brilliant opportunity to get out, explore the town and experience
something new.

One Night. So Many Ways To Experience Culture.



Submission date for the
October edition of The
Maynooth Newsletter is

September 23rd



The Band were very busy in August with our Summer Recitals at the Church of
Ireland in Celbridge on the 9th and on the banks of the Liffey in Leixlip on the
16th, both of which were supported by Kildare County Council Arts Service.
Our Academy Band travelled to Ardclough on Saturday 22nd for a return visit
to their Heritage Week.

Our Summer Camp, which ran from 17th to the 21st was a great success for
all the children taking part and we hope some of them will consider taking up
music and joining our Band.

September will see the Band making a return visit to the Bad Orb International
Music Festival in Germany where we will be joining over 30 Bands from all over
Europe from 11th to 14th.. This will be our fourth visit to the Festival and it is a
tremendous experience to meet with those bands. 

Looking ahead to October the Band
will be joining with An Nuadha
Players presenting a one act Drama
entitled No Pastry for the King in
the Church of Ireland on 14th, 15th
and 16th which should be a very
entertaining.

The Festival Finale sees a parade of
all of the Bands to the Town Square
where they participate in a joint
recital by all the nations taking part.
Our Band will be giving a send off
recital in the Square in Maynooth
on Monday 7th September starting
at 7.30.







Making Kildare More Inclusive
Maynooth Access Group spearheads a Stoma-Friendly Toilet Initiative across County Kildare

The Stoma-Friendly Toilet Project is being spearheaded by Maynooth Access Group (MAG) as part of  the wider work of
the County Kildare Access Network (CKAN). The initiative encourages public bodies, businesses, community
organisations and other venues throughout County Kildare to make accessible toilet facilities more suitable for people
living with a stoma.
The project is about more than adapting toilets. It is about ensuring that people living with hidden disabilities can
participate fully and confidently in everyday community life.

It is estimated that approximately 1 in every 300 people in Ireland
lives with a stoma, representing around 40,000 people nationally,
with approximately 2,300-2,500 new stoma surgeries taking place
each year.
For many of  these people, something as ordinary as going
shopping, meeting friends for coffee, eating in a restaurant,
attending an event or travelling can become considerably more
difficult if  appropriate toilet facilities are unavailable.

Why are stoma-friendly toilets needed?
A standard accessible toilet does not necessarily provide
everything a person with a stoma needs. Changing or managing a
stoma appliance requires adequate space and somewhere clean
and hygienic to place medical supplies. A person may also need to
dispose discreetly of  used appliances, adjust clothing and be able
to see the stoma while changing or checking their appliance.

Without these basic facilities, people may find themselves having
to use unsuitable or unhygienic surfaces or may simply avoid
particular venues altogether. Access to suitable toilet facilities can
affect a person's confidence, independence and ability to
participate in employment, recreation, tourism and community life.

Small Changes - A Big Difference
One of the strengths of the project is its simplicity. Making an existing accessible toilet more stoma friendly does not
necessarily require a major refurbishment. MAG and CKAN are encouraging venues to consider:

A shelf for medical supplies: A clean fixed or fold-down shelf provides a hygienic surface for stoma bags, wipes,
scissors and other supplies.
A disposal bin within the cubicle: A discreet bin enables used stoma appliances and associated products to be
disposed of privately and hygienically.
Appropriately positioned hooks: Hooks provide somewhere to place clothing, coats and bags, keeping personal
belongings safely off the floor.
A suitable mirror: A mirror can be important when a person needs to see their stoma clearly while changing,
checking or adjusting an appliance.
Stoma-friendly and hidden-disability signage: Appropriate signage identifies suitable facilities and reminds the
wider public that not every disability is visible.

Kildare Libraries Leading The Way
An important development in the initiative is the work being undertaken with Kildare Library Services, which is working
with CKAN to make library facilities more stoma friendly. This demonstrates what can be achieved when public
services and disability-access organisations work collaboratively.
The ambition extends beyond libraries. MAG and CKAN would like to see the concept embraced throughout County
Kildare - in public buildings, workplaces, cafes, restaurants, hotels, shopping facilities, sports and leisure venues and
other places used by the community.

What is a stoma?
A stoma is a surgically created opening on the abdomen that allows bodily waste - urine or stool - to leave the body
when this can no longer happen through the usual route. There are three common types: colostomy, ileostomy and
urostomy. A stoma may be temporary or permanent and may be required for many different reasons, including cancer,
Crohn's disease, diverticulitis or abdominal trauma.

Simple change to a toilet facility can make an enormous difference to someone's independence, dignity
and confidence.



Accessibility is About Participation
The Stoma-Friendly Toilet Project reflects a simple principle: people should not have to plan their lives around whether
they can find a toilet that meets their medical needs. Appropriate facilities protect dignity and privacy, support
independence and make it easier for people to work, shop, socialise, travel and participate in their communities.

Through this initiative, Maynooth Access Group, working as part of  the County Kildare Access Network, is helping to
make County Kildare a more accessible, understanding and inclusive place for everyone.

Could your business, workplace, community organisation or public venue become stoma friendly? Take a look at your
accessible toilet. A few practical changes could make a very significant difference.

Support the initiative. Start the conversation. Become stoma aware. Help us make County Kildare stoma friendly.

Further information about living with a stoma and ostomy support is available from Crohn's & Colitis Ireland and
Colostomy UK.

GET INVOLVED

Who Benefits?
The principal beneficiaries are people living with a colostomy, ileostomy or urostomy, including people who have
undergone treatment for cancer and those living with inflammatory bowel disease. Thoughtful improvements to
accessible toilets can also benefit older people, wheelchair users, people experiencing incontinence, people living
with neurological conditions such as multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's disease or the effects of  stroke, neurodivergent
people and those recovering from surgery.

This is an excellent example of  inclusive design: changes introduced to address one particular accessibility need can
ultimately make a facility better for many people.

Businesses and organisations: Review existing accessible toilets and consider simple additions such as a shelf,
appropriate hooks, a disposal bin, mirror and suitable signage.

Employers and public bodies: Include stoma-friendly facilities in accessibility reviews, refurbishments and plans for
new buildings.

Community and voluntary organisations: Promote the initiative, encourage local venues to participate and raise
awareness of  the needs of  people living with hidden disabilities.

Members of the public: Ask workplaces, cafes, restaurants, sports clubs and other venues whether their accessible
toilet is stoma friendly. Raising the issue respectfully can be the first step towards change.
Everyone can also help by challenging the assumption that a person who does not 'look disabled' should not be using
an accessible toilet. Most importantly, spread the word. Greater awareness helps reduce the stigma that can still
surround bowel and bladder conditions and makes it easier for people living with a stoma to participate confidently in
everyday life.

Become a Stoma-Friendly Partner
Maynooth Access Group and the County Kildare Access Network welcome the involvement of  businesses,
community organisations, public services and venues throughout County Kildare that want to support the initiative
and become more inclusive. Becoming stoma friendly can involve relatively small and inexpensive changes, but their
impact on someone's daily life can be significant.

If  you would like to support this important initiative and help make County Kildare more inclusive, we would be
delighted to welcome your business, organisation or community facility as a Stoma-Friendly Partner.

To get involved, please contact the Maynooth Access Group by email (maynoothaccessgroup@gmail.com).
Participating premises will be provided with Stoma-Friendly Partner window stickers for public display, together with
appropriate signage for accessible toilet doors, clearly indicating that stoma-friendly facilities are available.

By displaying the signage, your organisation will not only help people living with a stoma identify suitable facilities with
confidence, but will also demonstrate a visible commitment to accessibility, dignity and inclusion for people with hidden
disabilities.

An Invisible Disability
For many people living with a stoma, one of  the most difficult experiences can be the reaction of  others when they use
an accessible toilet. A stoma is generally invisible. Someone may therefore appear to have no disability and can
occasionally encounter questioning, judgement or even confrontation when using an accessible facility.

NOT ALL DISABILITIES ARE VISIBLE

Accessible toilets are not exclusively for wheelchair users. They are intended for people whose disability or medical
needs mean that a standard toilet cubicle may not be suitable. Greater public awareness and understanding can
therefore be every bit as important as physical improvements to facilities.

How Can You Get Involved?



The KWWSPCA is a registered charity, no. CHY 6280 and can be contacted at kwwspca@gmail.com. We are run entirely by volunteers and every euro donated goes
directly to the care of our animals. You can learn more about our society and how to get involved or make a donation on our website: www.kwwspca.ie. Further

information about the Wag & Bone Dog Show is available on our webpage: www.kwwspca.ie/events/

The KWWSPCA annual Wag & Bone Dog Show is just around the
corner, taking place on Sunday 6th September at Punchestown
Racecourse in Naas. This popular event offers a great opportunity for
families and dog lovers to enjoy a fun day out, and the dog comes
too! Alongside the dog show, which will include classes for every type
of  dog, our Noah’s Ark charity shop will have a stall selling a
selection of  items for your pet.

There will be face painting for the children and our very talented
artist, Lisa, will be doing her wonderful pet portraits. The KWWSPCA
will also have an information stand where you can chat to volunteers
and learn more about our society and how you can get involved. Light
refreshments will be available on the day and there is plenty of  free
parking at the venue. Registration is from 1pm and the Show starts at
2pm.  

There will be a few guests of  honour present on the day in the shape
of  some current KWWSPCA rescue dogs who will be coming along
to say hello and join in with the fun, along with many of  our past
rescue dogs and their families. One such guest will be the lovely
Ethel, a beautiful black greyhound who is searching for her forever
home. This quiet but sociable lady has stolen the hearts of  several
volunteers at the shelter with her gentle presence. Ethel is looking
forward to meeting lots of  you there!

MICROCHIPPING MATTERS

Microchipping is compulsory for all dogs over the age of  12 weeks in
Ireland. The process ensures that your dog is easily identifiable and will
significantly improve the odds of  their safe and timely return home in the
dreaded event that they become lost or stolen. The procedure itself
involves a tiny microchip containing a unique number being implanted
under the dog’s skin. 

The unique number and owners details are then registered onto a
central database and owners are given a microchipping certificate. The
microchips, which are around the size of  a grain of  rice,  are readable by
the scanners used in veterinary practices, animal rescue centres and by
local dog wardens. It is vital that owners update the database with any
changes in address or contact details to ensure their pet’s continued
protection.

JOIN THE FUN AT OUR ANNUAL KWWSPCA 
WAG & BONE DOG SHOW

We are delighted that Naas Veterinary Clinic will be joining us at the Wag & Bone Dog Show this year 
and will offer a subsidised microchipping service for just €15 per dog

mailto:kwwspca@gmail.com
http://www.kwwspca.ie/
http://www.kwwspca.ie/events/


From Venice to Maynooth: Adventures
through language and culture
James Joyce once said: “Real adventures do not
happen to people who remain at home: they must
be sought abroad." This quote expresses the
spirit of  TGS Eurogroup, an Italian association
that, in collaboration with the Salesians of  St
Catherine’s in Maynooth, arranged our group visit
to Maynooth this year to study English and live a
real group experience abroad.

Each day began with a “Good Morning” reflection by
one of  the Salesian priests or brothers. Then
followed our English classes in the college with
native English-speaking teachers. We covered
different topics during the lessons such as grammar,
speaking, Irish mythology, nature around the college
and many other subjects. 

There was also the possibility to do the Cambridge
English exams in Dublin towards the end of  our stay.
Riccardo, who did the Cambridge exam at level B1
says: “Personally, I think that this was a great
opportunity because it gave us the chance to take
home some internationally recognised certification. I
was quite nervous but I’m satisfied with how I did”.

For the entire two weeks we stayed at the beautiful campus of  St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth.
It often happened that we spent our free time in the gardens surrounding the college, which
were a source of  inspiration due to their beauty and the care with which they were maintained.
We took many photos of  the college’s attractive green spaces and made a collage of  them.



Sports we went by bus to the Salesian
college in Celbridge. We found hurling and
Gaelic football very challenging because we
had never done them before although they
were interesting and fun. We also tried some
fun Irish dancing too.

During the two weeks we had the
opportunity to visit some spectacular
sights, both near Maynooth and in Dublin,
such as the Trinity College, Castletown
House, Carton House, the National
Museum and the National Gallery. We also
had a guided tour of  Leinster House and
were lucky afterwards to meet the local
Dail TD Naoise O’Cearuil, who nicely
answered our questions about his path to
politics and about his work. 

One of  the most beautiful experiences we
had in Dublin was seeing Riverdance at the
Gaiety Theatre; the traditional dances were
sheer perfection. 
 
All of  these experiences and trips were
very interesting and unforgettable to us
because we learned a lot of  new things.
This stay has surely given us a lot of  gifts:
we enriched our knowledge of  Irish history
and culture, we improved our English, we
became more responsible and
independent, but most of  all students,
group leaders and Salesians built up a
strong connection with each other, learning
the language of  love. 

Contributors to this article: Cecilia C, Vittoria B, Riccardo T, Lucia C, Alessandro B.



Ardcairn Russet 
Co. Cork
Red-orange on the outside with
yellow-white flesh.

Green Chisel
Co. Donegal
Crisp and juicy with white flesh.

Leixlip
Co. Kildare
A green cooking apple with a slight red blush. Great for
making sauces and ciders.

Bloody Butcher
Co. Kilkenny
Large, crimson, juicy and tart.

Ballyvaughan Seedling
Co. Clare
Yellowish green. Crisp and sweet.

The apple season begins in September running through
October and Ireland has a multitude of great native
varieties to try.

Blood of the Boyne
Co. Louth
Small and dark red with soft white flesh and an
almost strawberry-like taste.

The core of  the Matter

A seasonal oppertunity to explore some local varieties

Ballyfatten
Co. Tyrone
A large green cooking apple. Firm and tart.

Irish Peach
Co. Sligo
Small, round and yellowish, with an
aromatic aroma.

Kerry Pippin
Co. Kerry
Intense, sweet and tangy with orange skin.
Kids love them.







Planning Applications received from 24/07/2026 to 23/08/2026 
Information from Kildare County Council Website

App # Applicant Name Development Address App Date

26105 Elaine and Philip Neary
23 Parklands Crescent, Maynooth, Railpark, Co.
Kildare

25/08/2026

2660952 Clonfert Pet Farm Ltd Clonfert Farm, Clonfert South, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 22/08/2026

26103 Colm and Martina Murphy 494B Moyglare Road, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 21/08/2026

2660951 Cairn Homes Properties Ltd. Mariavilla, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 21/08/2026

2660938 Shane Fagan 5 Ashleigh Grove, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 19/08/2026

2660870 Frank Regan No. 6 Main Street, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 29/07/2026

















Maynooth Community Contacts Listing

Naoise Ó Cearúil TD
086 7280050

naoise.ocearuil@oireachtas.ie
facebook.com/naoiseocearuil/

Réada Cronin T.D.
01-6183823

reada.cronin@oireachtas.ie
facebook.com/ReadaCroninSinnFein

James Lawless T.D.
01-6183587

james.lawless@oireachtas.ie
facebook.com/JamesLawlessFF/

Joe Neville TD
086-6062207 

joe.neville@oireachtas.ie

Cllr. Tim Durkan
086-8632784

tim.durkan321@gmail.com

Cllr. Angela Feeney
087-2381962

angelaemfeeney@gmail.com
facebook.com/cllrangelafeeney/

Cllr. Peter Melrose 
089 263 7612

peter.melrose@socialdemocrats.ie 

Cllr. Donna Phelan
0870023636

dphelan@kildarecoco.ie

Cllr. Paul Ward
087 2294697

cllrpaulward@gmail.com

An Nuadha Players
annuadhaplayers@gmail.com

facebook.com/annuadha

An Post Sorting Office Maynooth
01-6293390

 

Brass & Reed Band (St Mary's)
sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie
facebook.com/maynoothband/

Cemetery Committee (Laraghbryan)
01-6293018

Church of Ireland
01-6292163

secretary@meath.anglican.org

Citizen Information Centre
0818078100 

maynooth@citinfo.ie

Cloth Nappy Library Ireland
087-9949183

zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com
facebook.com/NappyLibraryIreland

Community Welfare Services
0818607080

Kildarecws@welfare.ie

Employment Office 
01-6106000

bo.maynooth@welfare.ie

Kildare County Council
045 - 980200

customerservice@kildarecoco.ie

Kildare Civil Defence
045 980529

pmcneela@kildarecoco.ie

Kildare County Council (Local Office) 
01 - 6286236

Kildare MABS
0818072600

kildare@mabs.ie

Maynooth Autism Friendly Town 
0863329050

autismfriendlytownmaynooth@gmail.co
m

facebook.com/maynoothaft

Maynooth Employment Services Office
Kelly’s Lane, Maynooth

01-6016360
EstMaynooth@welfare.ie

Maynooth Post Office
01-6286259

Maynooth Community Care Unit
01-6106351

Maynooth Community Church
Office: 01 5054990

Email: office@maynoothcc.org
Web. www.maynoothcc.org

Maynooth Community Library
01-6285530

maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie. 
facebook.com/KildareCountyLibrarySer

vice

Maynooth Cycling Campaign
086-8252934

Maynoothcycling@gmail.com
www.maynoothcyclingcampaign.com

Maynooth Fishing Club 
01-6293202

info@maynoothfisheries.com

Maynooth GAA Club
secretary.maynooth.kildare@gaa.ie

facebook.com/maynoothgaa/

Maynooth Health Centre
01-6106130

Maynooth Kilcock Lions
clubcontact@maynoothkilcocklionsclub

.org
facebook.com/MaynoothKilcockLionsCl

ub/

Maynooth Library
01-6285530

Maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie

Maynooth Newsletter
01-6285922

office@maynoothcep.com
facebook.com/MCEPnewsletter

Maynooth Senior Citizens
maynoothseniorcitizens@gmail.com

Maynooth Tidy Towns
083 304 6130

maynoothtidytowns@outlook.ie
facebook.com/MaynoothTidyTowns

Maynooth Town Football Club
086-1060654

info@maynoothtownfc.ie
facebook.com/MTFC1969/

Maynooth Students Union
01-7083669

frontdesk@msu.ie
facebook.com/MaynoothSU

North Kildare Club
01-6103909

info@northkildareclub.ie

North Kildare Tennis Club
info@northkildaretennis.ie

Parish of St. Mary's Maynooth
01-6293018

maynoothparishoffice@gmail.com

SVP Vincent's Shop
01-6289643

geraldinebyrne.east@svp.ie
facebook.com/profile.php?

id=100064619179003

Zero Waste Maynooth
087-9949183

zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com
facebook.com/zerowastemaynooth

If you wish to have your Community contact added, updated or removed from the above listing please
e-mail: office@maynoothcep.com with “Community Contact” in the subject line.

tel:086-6062207
http://https.www.facebook.com/cllrangelafeeney/
mailto:sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie

	continued from page 1
	Maynooth University
	Captures Stunning Solar Eclipse
	The celebration also featured live astronomy demonstrations and a programme of talks exploring solar science and astronomy. Topics included the nature and history of the Sun, quantum processes within it, solar energy, the Sun’s influence on Earth’s climate, the role of eclipses in the history of physics, and the long‑term fate of our star.
	Dr Whelan presented The Story of the Sun, Dr Joshuah Heath explored The Quantum Sun, Dr Marcin Gradziel discussed Electric Power from the Sun: The Good, the Bad, and the Glinty!, and Dr Michelle McCrystall examined the Sun’s influence on Earth’s climate in The Star of the Show: How the Sun Drives Our Climate. Prof Peter Coles presented Einstein and the Eclipse, while Dr Patrick Kavanagh considered the future of our star in Will Our Sun Go Supernova?
	The programme also included an inflatable planetarium and hands‑on astronomy‑themed arts and crafts for children.
	The August 12 eclipse offered a rare opportunity for people across Ireland to witness an unusually deep partial solar eclipse. The next eclipse of comparable magnitude visible from Ireland is expected in 2090.
	These stunning images were taken at the Maynooth University Solar Eclipse Celebration event hosted by the Department of Physics on the 12th of August

	MU lead EU-funded initiative to uncover links between sleep and mental health
	Researchers at Maynooth University (MU) are leading a major international research and doctoral training initiative that will investigate how sleep influences mental health and why disruptions to sleep are linked to conditions such as depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia.
	The programme, DataGenChrono, co‑led by Prof Andrew Coogan and Prof Lorna Lopez will bring together leading researchers from academia and industry across 12 partner organisations in Europe and Canada.
	Funded through the European Union's Horizon Europe programme under the Marie Skłodowska‑Curie Actions (MSCA) Doctoral Networks scheme, the €3.6 million award includes €1 million in funding for MU. This investment will fund 11 doctoral researchers working across genetics, data science, sleep science and mental health. In addition to their research, the candidates will receive training in leadership, communication and project management, preparing a new generation of researchers to tackle complex health challenges,
	Sleep is increasingly recognised as a key pillar of health, alongside exercise and diet, with growing evidence that it plays a critical role in protecting and promoting mental wellbeing - yet many of the biological mechanisms linking sleep and mental health remain poorly understood.
	Mental health conditions such as depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia affect millions worldwide and present major challenges for individuals and societies and improving sleep health holds clear potential for enhancing mental health outcomes - one of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. Addressing this need requires harnessing advances in big data, genomics and technology to develop new preventative and therapeutic approaches - a central focus of DataGenChrono.
	Using advancements in human genomics, artificial intelligence and large‑scale health data, DataGenChrono will uncover the genetic and biological pathways that connect sleep and mental illness. By generating new insights into these relationships, the programme aims to lay the foundations for future approaches to the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of mental health conditions.
	Prof Andrew Coogan at the Department of Psychology and Kathleen Lonsdale Institute for Human Health Research, Maynooth University, said: “Improving sleep health has enormous potential to protect and promote mental health. This programme brings together outstanding collaborators from across Europe and Canada to train the next generation of researchers who will drive innovation in this important field. I am excited to be part of a programme that combines world‑class research with the development of future leaders in sleep and mental health research.”
	Prof Lorna Lopez at the Department of Biology, Kathleen Lonsdale Institute for Human Health Research, and FutureNeuro R­­esearch Ireland Centre for Translational Brain Science at Maynooth University, said: “We need to advance our understanding of mental health, and to achieve this we need to train the very best researchers. That is why I am so excited about DataGenChrono. Our programme will equip PhD students with expertise in human genomics, data science, sleep, chronobiology and strategic science communication, alongside the AI and leadership skills needed to thrive in the future research landscape. By 2030, our graduates will be ready to lead data‑driven innovation across academia, healthcare and industry, helping to shape the future of mental health research. Supporting early career researchers is my favourite part of the job, and I am delighted to help this new generation develop into future research leaders.”
	MU’s role as the lead institution reflects its international status in sleep research, genetics and mental health, as well as its established track record in training doctoral researchers in these areas.

	BEFORE THE DOCTOR CAME – BOOK LAUNCH
	📅 Thursday, 17 September  ⏰ 6:30 pm
	📍 The Maynooth Bookshop
	All Welcome

	Culture Night is Back in Maynooth!
	One Night. So Many Ways To Experience Culture.

	Submission date for the October edition of The Maynooth Newsletter is September 23rd
	Making Kildare More Inclusive
	Maynooth Access Group spearheads a Stoma-Friendly Toilet Initiative across County Kildare
	Simple change to a toilet facility can make an enormous difference to someone's independence, dignity and confidence.
	What is a stoma?
	Why are stoma-friendly toilets needed?
	Small Changes - A Big Difference
	Kildare Libraries Leading The Way
	An Invisible Disability
	For many people living with a stoma, one of the most difficult experiences can be the reaction of others when they use an accessible toilet. A stoma is generally invisible. Someone may therefore appear to have no disability and can occasionally encounter questioning, judgement or even confrontation when using an accessible facility.


	NOT ALL DISABILITIES ARE VISIBLE
	Accessible toilets are not exclusively for wheelchair users. They are intended for people whose disability or medical needs mean that a standard toilet cubicle may not be suitable. Greater public awareness and understanding can therefore be every bit as important as physical improvements to facilities.
	Who Benefits?
	The principal beneficiaries are people living with a colostomy, ileostomy or urostomy, including people who have undergone treatment for cancer and those living with inflammatory bowel disease. Thoughtful improvements to accessible toilets can also benefit older people, wheelchair users, people experiencing incontinence, people living with neurological conditions such as multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's disease or the effects of stroke, neurodivergent people and those recovering from surgery.
	This is an excellent example of inclusive design: changes introduced to address one particular accessibility need can ultimately make a facility better for many people.

	How Can You Get Involved?
	Businesses and organisations: Review existing accessible toilets and consider simple additions such as a shelf, appropriate hooks, a disposal bin, mirror and suitable signage.
	Employers and public bodies: Include stoma-friendly facilities in accessibility reviews, refurbishments and plans for new buildings.
	Community and voluntary organisations: Promote the initiative, encourage local venues to participate and raise awareness of the needs of people living with hidden disabilities.
	Members of the public: Ask workplaces, cafes, restaurants, sports clubs and other venues whether their accessible toilet is stoma friendly. Raising the issue respectfully can be the first step towards change.
	Everyone can also help by challenging the assumption that a person who does not 'look disabled' should not be using an accessible toilet. Most importantly, spread the word. Greater awareness helps reduce the stigma that can still surround bowel and bladder conditions and makes it easier for people living with a stoma to participate confidently in everyday life.

	Become a Stoma-Friendly Partner
	Maynooth Access Group and the County Kildare Access Network welcome the involvement of businesses, community organisations, public services and venues throughout County Kildare that want to support the initiative and become more inclusive. Becoming stoma friendly can involve relatively small and inexpensive changes, but their impact on someone's daily life can be significant.
	If you would like to support this important initiative and help make County Kildare more inclusive, we would be delighted to welcome your business, organisation or community facility as a Stoma-Friendly Partner.
	To get involved, please contact the Maynooth Access Group by email (maynoothaccessgroup@gmail.com). Participating premises will be provided with Stoma-Friendly Partner window stickers for public display, together with appropriate signage for accessible toilet doors, clearly indicating that stoma-friendly facilities are available.
	By displaying the signage, your organisation will not only help people living with a stoma identify suitable facilities with confidence, but will also demonstrate a visible commitment to accessibility, dignity and inclusion for people with hidden disabilities.

	Accessibility is About Participation
	The Stoma-Friendly Toilet Project reflects a simple principle: people should not have to plan their lives around whether they can find a toilet that meets their medical needs. Appropriate facilities protect dignity and privacy, support independence and make it easier for people to work, shop, socialise, travel and participate in their communities.
	Through this initiative, Maynooth Access Group, working as part of the County Kildare Access Network, is helping to make County Kildare a more accessible, understanding and inclusive place for everyone.



	GET INVOLVED
	JOIN THE FUN AT OUR ANNUAL KWWSPCA
	WAG & BONE DOG SHOW
	The KWWSPCA annual Wag & Bone Dog Show is just around the corner, taking place on Sunday 6th September at Punchestown Racecourse in Naas. This popular event offers a great opportunity for families and dog lovers to enjoy a fun day out, and the dog comes too! Alongside the dog show, which will include classes for every type of dog, our Noah’s Ark charity shop will have a stall selling a selection of items for your pet.
	There will be face painting for the children and our very talented artist, Lisa, will be doing her wonderful pet portraits. The KWWSPCA will also have an information stand where you can chat to volunteers and learn more about our society and how you can get involved. Light refreshments will be available on the day and there is plenty of free parking at the venue. Registration is from 1pm and the Show starts at 2pm.
	There will be a few guests of honour present on the day in the shape of some current KWWSPCA rescue dogs who will be coming along to say hello and join in with the fun, along with many of our past rescue dogs and their families. One such guest will be the lovely Ethel, a beautiful black greyhound who is searching for her forever home. This quiet but sociable lady has stolen the hearts of several volunteers at the shelter with her gentle presence. Ethel is looking forward to meeting lots of you there!
	We are delighted that Naas Veterinary Clinic will be joining us at the Wag & Bone Dog Show this year
	and will offer a subsidised microchipping service for just €15 per dog
	MICROCHIPPING MATTERS
	Microchipping is compulsory for all dogs over the age of 12 weeks in Ireland. The process ensures that your dog is easily identifiable and will significantly improve the odds of their safe and timely return home in the dreaded event that they become lost or stolen. The procedure itself involves a tiny microchip containing a unique number being implanted under the dog’s skin.
	The unique number and owners details are then registered onto a central database and owners are given a microchipping certificate. The microchips, which are around the size of a grain of rice,  are readable by the scanners used in veterinary practices, animal rescue centres and by local dog wardens. It is vital that owners update the database with any changes in address or contact details to ensure their pet’s continued protection.


	From Venice to Maynooth: Adventures through language and culture
	Sports we went by bus to the Salesian college in Celbridge. We found hurling and Gaelic football very challenging because we had never done them before although they were interesting and fun. We also tried some fun Irish dancing too.
	During the two weeks we had the opportunity to visit some spectacular sights, both near Maynooth and in Dublin, such as the Trinity College, Castletown House, Carton House, the National Museum and the National Gallery. We also had a guided tour of Leinster House and were lucky afterwards to meet the local Dail TD Naoise O’Cearuil, who nicely answered our questions about his path to politics and about his work.
	One of the most beautiful experiences we had in Dublin was seeing Riverdance at the Gaiety Theatre; the traditional dances were sheer perfection.
	All of these experiences and trips were very interesting and unforgettable to us because we learned a lot of new things. This stay has surely given us a lot of gifts: we enriched our knowledge of Irish history and culture, we improved our English, we became more responsible and independent, but most of all students, group leaders and Salesians built up a strong connection with each other, learning the language of love.
	Contributors to this article: Cecilia C, Vittoria B, Riccardo T, Lucia C, Alessandro B.

