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Maynooth Castle Keep Art Group
Annual Art Exhibition 2026
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The Castle Keep Art Group Maynooth celebrated its annual exhibition with the opening taking place on Friday 10™ April
in the Maynooth Post Primary School. The exhibition continued on Saturday 11™ and Sunday 12" from 12pm to 5pm.
It was a resounding success, with 95 paintings on display, from 17 members of the group. Subjects included: land-
scapes with scenes from the locality such as, Carton, College, Castletown and Maynooth Town. We also had still-lifes;
floral and fauna studies, seascapes, figure studies, and abstract depictions. The works on display showed explorations
by individual members in stepping outside their usual mediums used such as: oils, acrylics/acrylic pen, watercolours,
pen and inks, gouache and graphite and coloured pencils. This year we also had fine examples of gel print techniques.
It was very clear that the event was a true community ‘meitheal’. Representatives from other community organisations
in the town came and there was great social interaction, which happily helped sales. Over two thirds of artworks were
sold and there were at least 10 commissions ordered.
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The opening night was launched by Elizabeth O’Hare, the new

Chairperson of the Group. She warmly welcomed everyone and

outlined the importance of creative groups and their contributions

to the local community. Elizabeth thanked Mr. Tom Ashe (the

Group’s Patron) Mr. Johnny Nevin, Principal of the Maynooth

Post Primary School, Margaret McLoughlin, School Secretary;

former Chairperson Déaglan O Ceallaigh and Cairdeas, who pro-

vided beautiful music on the night; members of the Group, who

together brought the exhibition to fruition; friends who helped out

on the night, Alan and Harry (Wine Table), Colm and Stephen

(looked after all our red dots) and James, for his artistic eye in

selecting flowers. A very special thanks was made to Dominic

Cotter, Maynooth Post Primary School, for his help during the

year and his assistance with the set up. Dominic went above

and beyond in his support of the Group. Betty warmly welcomed

and thanked long standing attendees and newcomers alike, who
came along de-
spite the difficulties in travelling on the night, due to blockades and pet-
rol shortages over the weekend..
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PLAYERS It was wonderful to see a high volume of visitors on the Saturday and
Sunday which is always a great boost for the Group. The display area
in the Post Primary is an ideal location for the exhibition, with plenty of
light and space to walk around and view the art works. Thanks to
KWETB for that support. The artists had an opportunity to engage with

the public, to have chats about the art and to make further connections.

WRITERS’
CORNER

NEWS FROM

SENIOR
CITIZENS

MEMORIES

FROM THE
ARCHIVES

There were also family groups in attendance over the weekend, with
children picking out their favourites. We also welcomed Maynooth
Senior Citizens Art Club members, on the Sunday afternoon, one of
whom (Toni Read) was a former member of the Castle Keep Art
Group. The whole event was a triumph! Thanks to all involved.

Susan Durack
Secretary, Maynooth Castle Keep Art Group

See Artwork Gallery on Page 3
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contributors and not necessarily those of the Editorial Board. All
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Unit 10, Tesco S.C. Carton Retail Park, Maynooth, Co. Kildare.
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Tel: 01-6285922
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Mission Statement

The Maynooth Newsletter is a community focused online publication
available free to the people of Maynooth. It plays an important role in
gathering together, recording and distributing community based news.
We encourage all groups and individuals in the community to submit
material to let us know about their activities and any upcoming events.

The Newsletter exists for your enjoyment and we hope you continue to
enjoy your monthly read and keep us informed of your activities.

The Editorial Board endeavours to ensure independence and balance
in the Newsletter content and reserves the right to omit/edit or abridge
material which in its opinion might render the Newsletter as a
promoter of sectional interests.

In addition we undertake the following:

. In the case of errors of fact we will publish corrections when we
become aware of such.
. In the case of unwittingly or unfairly impugning the reputation of

any person we hereby offer that person the right to reply.

Any contributor seeking further guidelines in this matter is invited to
contact the Editorial Board.

Copy date for receipt of articles is published in the Newsletter. We
must stress that material submitted after the copy date cannot be
accepted.

Maynooth Newsletter Archives

The management and staff of the Maynooth Community Employment
Project started a project in March 2011 to acquire and digitise all
available issues of the Maynooth Newsletter dating back to 1975.
These back issues along with current issues are available by following
the archive link on our webpage - www.maynoothcep.com.

The Newsletter Archive can be viewed and searched in pdf format. In
addition, there exists the capability to be able to search an entire year.
Please be aware the single files associated with the year are larger
and will take a little longer to load.

The Archive provides an important historical footprint of the Town and
records the community profile of Maynooth from the mid-seventies to
the present day. We hope you enjoy using it and that it brings back
memories of people, places and times and that it equally provides an
interesting insight to the development of the town and university for
newly arrived members of our community.

Disclaimer

While every care has been taken to display accurate information,
Maynooth Newsletter will not be held responsible for any loss,
damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy or
error within.

All information should be verified from an independent source.
Editorial Board - Maynooth Newsletter

Editorial

As another academic year comes to an end at Maynooth University we
offer all students good wishes for their exams and dissertations. For
those of you who are finishing your studies here, we wish you well in
all your future endeavours. Maynooth is still a small town and having a
third level student population as such a significant proportion of the
population, gives a sense of a young vibrant community. | was recent-
ly walking in the Moyglare area and it was raining heavily. A female
student stopped me and offered me her umbrella, saying that she did-
n’t need it. | thanked her but declined her kind offer. The exchange re-
minded me again that the vast majority of students coming to
Maynooth are decent and caring young people.

In May, there are a number of events which take place this month eve-
ry year. These include the Arts and Minds Festival, The Maynooth 10K
and 5k Family run early in the month. Later in the month Maynooth will
host the Kildare Fleadh again this year. Hopefully, we will also wel-
come a large number of tourists to the town as well. So, while the
Maynooth University student community leaves us in May, we can ex-
pect that the town will still be vibrant and busy throughout the month of
May and indeed, for the rest of the Summer.

As Maynooth continues to mark “Maynooth 850” there are a number
of events taking place in May:

. Sensory Tour of Maynooth Castle — 9th May 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
(booking required on Eventbrite)

. Maynooth: From Fitzgerald Castle to Commuter Town — 9th May
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Venue: St Mary's Church of Ireland (booking re-
quired on Eventbrite)

. Both events are part of the Arts and Minds Festival

The Russell Library, “Town, Gown and Renoun” Exhibition is taking
place up to 21st May. It is a small exhibition, celebrating 850 years
since the FitzGeralds established the town of Maynooth in 1176 and is
currently on display in the Russell Library in Maynooth University. This
exhibition presents three themed cases —'Town', 'Gown', and
'Renown’'. Together, they showcase a curated selection of materials,
highlighting key historical moments connected to Maynooth College, its
students, staff, and servants, as well as notable library treasures,
marking this significant milestone in 2026

For a Virtual tour see the link at: https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/
library/events/russell-library-exhibition-town-gown-renown

The physical exhibition is ONLY available for viewing BY APPOINT-
MENT on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays (10:00-12:30 - 14:00-
16:30). Please email us at Library.Russell@mu.ie for an appointment.

So, there are plenty of reasons to visit Maynooth this month. If you
already live here, why not come out and support the range of events
taking place.

Paul Croghan
Editor

or June Edition is 5pm on

23rd May 2026
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Maynooth, Co. Kildare

Band Newsletter for May

The highlight of last month was our Spring Concert held in the beauti-
ful surroundings of Maynooth Community Church just off the Tesco
Roundabout on the Dublin Road. It was the first time for the Band to
play in this venue and it really passed the test in terms of space and
acoustics and we hope to pay a further visit there next year. The big
audience was very appreciative of the programmes played by both the
Senior and Academy Bands and we think a very entertaining experi-
ence was had by everyone.

On Saturday 9" May our Academy Band will be paying a return visit to
Ardee for the National Band Championships where they came a very
creditable third in last year's competition at their first attempt. We wish
them the best of luck.

On Sunday 24™ May the Senior Band will travel to Blanchardstown
where Blanchardstown Brass Band are holding a festival to celebrate
the 200" Anniversary of their founding. We will be joining 12 other
bands on the day and it will remind us of our own Band Festival back
in 1981 in the Harbour Field when we celebrated the Golden Jubilee
of the reforming of the Band in 1931.

Finally can we remind you of the Band's Summer Camp which this
year is being held from 17" to 21 August from 10am to 2pm each
day. See the separate notice opposite in the Newsletter for full de-
tails.
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The Kildare & West
Wicklow Society for
the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals has
been protecting and
creating new begin-
nings for less fortunate
and vulnerable ani-
mals for 85 years.

Run entirely by volun-
teers, the Society is
devoted to the rescue,
care and responsible
rehoming of animals throughout the community. This vital rescue
work is operated from our Animal Shelter in Athgarvan, County Kil-
dare, and through a network of voluntary foster homes. There are no
paid employees in our Society. We are grateful to receive an annual
Government grant but it only covers a proportion of our costs so we
fundraise through our charity shop, Noah’s Ark in Newbridge and
through events hosted throughout the year. We are fortunate to have
loyal and generous supporters who regularly respond to our call outs
for food and other pet care donations, but with ever rising veterinary
and fuel costs continuous fundraising is crucial for the cats and dogs
in our care. Over 1000 animals were helped or rehomed by the
KWWSPCA in 2025 and we hope to be able to increase that in 2026.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Fashion POP UP shop and Spring Fair

Saturday 2" & Sunday 3™ May
11am - 4pm

Our biannual Fashion pop-up shop and Spring Fair takes place in
Newbridge Town Hall, Main Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare. There
are always great bargains and a few fabulous designer pieces to be
found at this very popular event so you are advised to arrive early!
Along with clothing & accessories, there will be books, bric-a-brac, pet
accessories, refreshments and lots more so come and join us if you
can.

PAWmerstown AT THE MANOR

Saturday June 6th, 2026

KWWSPCA is proud to be the chosen charity partner for this wonder-
ful dog festival set in the glorious manor gardens of the Palmerstown
House Estate, Johnstown, Co. Kildare. Back for its second year after
a sell-out inaugural event last summer, this really is a dog lovers
dream day out. Tickets are available at

https://www.followfoxevents.ie/pawmerstown

Meet Ethel

Ethel is a beautiful black greyhound who is patiently awaiting her for-
ever home. This gentle ex-racing dog has been in our care for three
months now and is thoroughly deserving of a place at the heart of a
family that she can call her own. A quiet but sociable lady, she en-
joys her morning strolls as much as her afternoon snoozes. She
walks well on the lead and responds affectionately to the attention
she gets from volunteers at the shelter.

Her calm aura is perhaps her finest quality, making her a perfect
companion for a relaxed family home.

Sadly, large black dogs are often overlooked by potential adopters
and so Ethel’s adorable personality is yet to be discovered beyond
our care. If you are interested in welcoming Ethel into your home,
please click on the link below, where you can read her full profile and
complete an ‘Expression of Interest’ form.

The KWWSPCA is a registered charity, no. CHY 6280 and can be
contacted at kwwspca@gmail.com. All our details can be found at
www.kwwspca.ie.
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Interview with Donna Phelan about MAFT
(Maynooth Autism Friendly Town)

| recently met with Donna Phelan, one of MAFT’s volunteers and advo-
cates. | wanted to find out why she volunteered with MAFT and to get
an insight into the organisation. | began by asking Donna why she got
involved with AslAm.

“Why did you get involved with AsIAm?”

For me, it all comes from lived experience. | wanted to see real change
for my daughter Holly. She was diagnosed as autistic when she was
three, and from that moment, everything changed for our family.

At the time, my employer wasn’t accommodating of her appointments
or her needs, and | had to make the very difficult decision to leave my
job. That period was incredibly challenging, but it also opened my eyes
in a way | don’t think anything else could have.

Because it’s only when you’re in the system living it every day that you
really see where things fall down. You quickly realise that families are
constantly fighting for assessments, for supports, for understanding
just to make sure their child gets what they need. And | remember
thinking; this shouldn’t be this hard.

That’s really what drove me. | didn’t just want to accept it | wanted to
change it, not just for my daughter, but for other families going through
the same experience.

“So where did you go from there after your
daughter’s diagnosis?”

| decided to do an SNA course, and that’s where | met Mairead McHa-
le, who now works with AslAm. Through that, we connected with Adam
Harris, the founder of AslAm.

| went to hear Adam speak in Maynooth University, and | can honestly
say that moment changed everything for me. It gave me hope. Up until
then, a diagnosis can feel overwhelming it can feel like everything is
uncertain. But seeing Adam, hearing his story, and seeing everything
he has achieved made me realise this wasn’t the end of anything.

| walked out of that room thinking, what can we do here in Maynooth?

Mairead had applied for the Autism Friendly Town Programme and
asked if I'd be interested in getting involved. | didn’t hesitate | just said,
whatever you need, I'm there.

At our very first meeting, we had around 100 people show up. That
told us straight away that there was a real appetite for change in this
town. From that meeting, we formed our committee, and that’s where it
all began.

“What were your initial plans?”

We developed a three-year town plan focused on making Maynooth
more inclusive, more understanding, and more supportive for autistic
for autistic people and the wider neurodivergent community.

One of our first initiatives was introducing sensory boxes into local
business places along Main Street, Mill Street, Manor Mills and Carton
Retail Park.

They’re very simple, but incredibly effective. They include items like
fidget toys and calming supports that can help if someone becomes
overwhelmed in a busy environment.

That was our starting point. Our committee is small but with the help of
volunteers we knocked on every door, spoke to every owner/manager
about what we wanted to achieve and we were very determined.

We just got stuck in and within the first year, we had reached our Asl-
Am milestone. That showed us what’'s possible when people are will-
ing to act.

“How did you decide what businesses to ap-
proach?”

We approached it very practically, especially around the schools. We
asked ourselves if children are out in the town, where are they most
likely to go?

We focused on areas like Main Street, Manor Mills and up towards
Carton, because accessibility is a huge factor. Many autistic children
have co-occurring conditions like dyspraxia, which means walking long
distances isn’t always possible.

So, we wanted to make sure that the places they are most likely to visit
are welcoming, supportive and familiar. It's about creating an environ-
ment where families feel confident going out, knowing they will be un-
derstood and supported.

“Did the businesses immediately get on board?”

Some did straight away, others took a bit more time but overall, the
response has been incredibly positive.

SuperValu is a standout example. They went on to win a national sen-
sory award from AslAm. What they introduced was very simple, no till
beeps, no music, and dimmed lighting during certain times.

We’re not asking businesses to reinvent the wheel. Sometimes it’s just
small, thoughtful changes that make the biggest difference.

They also introduced a sensory mat at the tills, so children have a
space to sit and regulate while waiting. For someone who finds queu-
ing difficult, that can completely change the experience.

We’ve had fantastic support from other businesses too Maynooth
Bookshop created a sensory corner; Inkjet designed our logo. There’s
a real sense in Maynooth that people want to do better, and that's
something we’re very proud of.

“Have you gotten feedback from people in the
Autistic Community?”

All the time and that feedback is so important, whether it's positive or
constructive. That's how we improve.

I've had families contact me from outside Maynooth as well. One par-
ent told me their child became overwhelmed in a shop, but because
the staff had awareness and training, they knew exactly how to re-
spond. They said it turned into the best shopping experience they'd
ever had and that really stayed with me. Because in many places,
without that understanding, families can feel judged or uncomfortable.




What we're trying to create here is the opposite of that a town where
people feel supported, not stared at.

“Do you think there’s still a stigma around Autis-
tic people, or children in particular?”

Yes, absolutely. There’s still a lot of negativities and misunderstanding
around autism. But everything we’re doing is about changing that
about shifting the narrative from something negative to something pos-
itive. It's about Iding awareness, understanding, and acceptance so
that people feel valued and included.

“Are there any other accommodations you’re
passionate about?”

The Glenroyal Hotel run a Sensory Santa experience every year, and
honestly, it’s just incredible. They support the entire initiative, including
every single present that’s given.

What makes it so special is the level of thought and care that goes into
it. Each child’s interests are taken into account, so the gift they receive
is personal to them. It’s not a one-size-fits-all experience it’s tailored,
and that makes such a difference.

This is a Santa experience for children who might find the traditional,
busy, loud environments overwhelming. Instead, it’s calm, it's struc-
tured, and it’s fully supported by trained SNAs. There’s no loud music,
no pressure it’s all done at the child’s pace. And it’s the small details
that really stand out. If a child is wearing ear defenders, Santa will
wear them too. That simple act sends a powerful message that they
are not different, that they are understood, and that they belong.

That’s what true inclusion looks like. It's about adapting the environ-
ment to meet the needs of the child, not expecting the child to adapt to
the environment.

Alongside that, we’re seeing real progress across the community. We

have an All-Stars GAA team for children of all abilities, with around 30
to 40 kids taking part every Sunday morning. It's not about competition
it's about participation, enjoyment, and feeling part of something.

We also have inclusive Tag Rugby in North Kildare, and Comhaltas in
Maynooth are running inclusive bodhran classes. What we’re trying to
do is make sure there’s something in every space sport, culture, and
social activities so that everyone has an opportunity to be involved.

And then we have our teen hangout groups, which run every second
Wednesday in Maynooth Community College. They’re designed for
ages 9-12 and 13-17, and they provide a safe, welcoming space for
young people to connect, build friendships, and just be themselves.

“Are those hangout groups popular?”

They’re completely booked out every two weeks. And we also run an
adult group straight after. We would absolutely love to run them every
week, because the demand is there it’s just funding that limits us. If we
had the resources, we’d expand in the morning.

“What’s the biggest issue for MAFT (Maynooth
Autism Friendly Town) going forward?”

Volunteers, without a doubt. Our committee has reduced down to four
people, and we’re all carers, advocates, and some of us are working
as well. Life is busy, and it can be unpredictable.

But when you see the impact, this work is having, you keep going. |
won’t stop, because | know how much it matters.

That said, volunteering has changed. People are under pressure,
working long hours, and sometimes that sense of community isn’t as
strong as it once was. But | still believe it’s there we just need to tap
into it again.

“Are you actively looking for volunteers?”

Yes, absolutely. We would love more people to get involved. There’s
always work to be done, but especially around IT, social media, and
video content. People don’t always realise that even a short video can
take hours to produce. So if people have those skills, or even just time
to give, we would really welcome that support.

“What is the main takeaway message from all the
work you’ve done?”

For me, it comes down to something very simple, but very important
everyone has the right to live, learn, work and play in their community,
regardless of their ability.

And that’s not just something we say it's something we should be ac-
tively creating every single day.

In Maynooth, we have the opportunity to make that a reality. This is a
town with a huge heart. I've seen how people support each other, how
businesses step up, and how families come together. And because of
that, | truly believe we can build a community where nobody feels ex-
cluded.

But we also have to be honest right now, for many families, the simple
things that others take for granted aren’t always accessible. Going to
the shop, joining a club, attending an event these can be overwhelm-
ing or simply not possible without the right supports.

That's what drives everything we do. It's about breaking down those
barriers, listening to people, understanding what they need, and put-
ting meaningful supports in place so they can fully participate in every-
day life.

Because inclusion isn’t a bonus it’s a basic right.

And | genuinely believe what we’re building here in Maynooth can lead
the way not just for other towns in Kildare, but across the country.

We’ve already shown what’s possible. Now it's about continuing that
work, growing it, and making sure that no one is left behind.







MU Leads Study on the Irish Language by

President Catherine Connolly

On March 24, a new research report on the status of the Irish language at
Maynooth University (MU) was launched by President of Ireland, Catherine
Connolly.

The report, titled Ar gCampas, Ar dTeanga (“Our Campus, Our Language”),
presents the findings of a large-scale study to examine ability in, use of, and
attitudes towards Irish among all staff and students of the University.

The research involved over 3000 participants and it will provide an important
evidence base for language planning at MU in the coming years. This will be
of particular importance in light of new obligations on public bodies under the
Official Languages (Amendment) Act 2021, including targets to increase the
relating number of staff who are proficient in Irish and requirements to the
provision of bilingual public services.

The findings reveal very strong goodwill towards the Irish language across
the University community, alongside significant opportunities to strengthen
institutional support.

Among the key findings:

. There is widespread goodwill and support for Irish in MU: 90% of the
3329 staff and student respondents believe that Irish should be
promoted on campus.

. There is a strong foundation of self-reported proficiency in Irish among
staff and student respondents: 30% of students and almost 19% of
staff reported having at least B2-level (upper intermediate) proficiency
in spoken Irish.

. The research suggests that much of that capacity is currently latent:
more than 50% of proficient Irish speakers said that they seldom or
never use lrish on campus.

. There is a strong appetite for more opportunities to learn Irish: 85% of
staff and 82% of student respondents expressed a desire to improve
their Irish. Many respondents noted that constraints on time and a lack
of institutional recognition can limit engagement with those learning
opportunities available to them already.

Irish Language Study Catherine Connolly

Aoife Ni Ghloinn, Director of MU’s Larionad na Gaeilge, Dr
Joe Simpson, Post-doctoral Researcher, President of Ireland
Catherine Connolly, MU President Prof Eeva Leinonen and
Prof Fionntan de Brun of MU’s Department of Modern Irish

Demand for, and capacity to provide, Irish-language services was also clear:
50% of students said they would use Irish language services if available,
while 45% of staff expressed an interest in using Irish in their work.

The report sets out 25 practical recommendations to build on these strong
foundations, to support language planning at MU and put language policy

into practice. These include increasing the visibility of Irish and strengthening
Irish-language ‘breathing spaces’ on campus, expanding learning opportunities
for all staff and students, piloting certain Irish-language services and en-
hancing institutional structures and resources for language planning.

Speaking at the launch, President of Ireland Catherine Connolly said: “"May |
offer my heartfelt congratulations to Dr Joe Simpson for undertaking this very
important study. May | further congratulate all those who participated in the
survey, conducted as part of the study, for the insights which they have giv-
en into the current status of the Irish language in MU and for clarifying the
future possibilities for the University as a bilingual campus.

It is clear from the study that there is significant goodwill in the University
towards the Irish language, but also that there are practical challenges
ahead. The recommendations which have arisen from the completion of this
survey offer a source of hope which, when implemented, will strengthen and
benefit the language on campus.

May | offer my best wishes to all at MU as you develop this vision of
bilingualism.” MU President, Prof Eeva Leinonen said: “As the first study of
its kind undertaken in an lIrish university, Ar gCampas, Ar dTeanga
represents a significant milestone not only for Maynooth but for the wider
higher education sector. Maynooth has a long and proud association with the
Irish language, stretching back more than two centuries to the foundations of
learning on this campus.

We are immensely proud both of that enduring tradition and of the work
taking place across the University today to support and strengthen the Irish
language. This report is important because it gives us clear, tangible insights
into the place of Irish in university life and helps inform how we can build on
that legacy and deepen our commitment to fostering a truly bilingual
university community for students and staff in the years ahead.”

* * * *

Space in Irish Classrooms

Maynooth and hinterlands, as seen from space by

Space in Irish Classrooms

A near infrared image of Maynooth and hinterlands,

MU Bringing Space into Irish Classrooms

Irish pupils are using satellite images, drones and interactive maps to learn
about everything from coastal erosion to food security, thanks to a hugely
popular schools project at Maynooth University (MU).

Dr Conor Cahalane, a Chartered Surveyor by background and a lecturer in
remote sensing at MU’s Department of Geography, who leads the MSc
programme in GIS and Remote Sensing, research assistant Helen Cullen
and MU’s Department of Education - Dr Angela Rickard, Dr Zerrin Doganga




Kiguk and Dr Diarmaid Hyland have spent the last seven years showing
teachers, student teachers and teenagers how satellite and drone data can
be used to better understand the world and their communities.

The 5*S: Space, Surveyors and Students programme, which began in 2019
as a Science Foundation Ireland (now Research Ireland) Discover award,
uses real satellite and spatial datasets to teach school pupils about global
challenges as defined by the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

“Any data with a location can be used to help teach students about the
world,” says Dr Cahalane. “The SDGs provide the framework, while the tech-
nology makes it possible.”

Irish Eyes in the Sky

Ireland is a member of Copernicus, the EU’s Earth observation programme,
which operates the Sentinel family of satellites and MU is also home to the
Copernicus Delegate (Prof Tim McCarthy) and the Copernicus Relay.

The role of the Relay is to act as local champions, coordinating and promot-
ing activities around Copernicus, its benefits and opportunities for local resi-
dents and businesses and has been a collaborator with the 5*S team since
inception.

Dr Cahalane explains that these orbiting “cameras in space” provide free,
open data including radar images for mapping floods and crop types, multi-
spectral imagery for tracking land use change, coastlines and vegetation,
and ocean measurements for everything from sea levels to pollution.

Irish industry has long been strong on building the hardware that goes into
satellites, while Dr Cahalane’s focus is on promoting uses of the data that
they send back down to Earth.

MU's GIS and Remote Sensing MSc graduates work in many areas, includ-
ing surveying, planning, and GIS companies, as well as government agen-
cies such as Met Eireann, the Geological Survey of Ireland, and Teagasc —
all of which routinely use satellite data. They also work in firms that tap into
the same free datasets to compete for contracts in areas such as monitoring
crop growth or traffic flows.

MU launches Green Charter for Green Week 2026

Green Week at Maynooth University opened with the signing of a new Green
Campus Charter, renewing a shared commitment to sustainability across the
Maynooth Campus and wider community. The charter sets out a partnership
approach to environmental action, bringing together staff, students and local
partners to support long-term improvements in areas such as biodiversity,
energy, waste, transport and sustainable food.

Maynooth Green Campus was established in 2012 as a collaboration
between MU, St. Patrick’s Pontifical University (SPPU), Trécaire and
members of the local community. Since then, it has grown into a volunteer-
led initiative connecting staff, students and partners who want to make
Maynooth a more sustainable place to live, learn and work.

Dr Jim Carolan, Chair of Maynooth Green Campus, said: “What’s always set
Maynooth Green Campus apart is its connection with the wider Maynooth
community. From the beginning, it brought together Maynooth University,

St. Patrick’s, Trécaire, and local partners, and that collaboration has really
provided the foundation for delivering meaningful changes and actions.”

Chaired by Dr Jim Carolan and coordinated by Mireia Guardino Ferran, the
group works closely with Director of Estates Michael Rafter and colleagues
in the Estates Office to turn ideas into practical action. Much of this work
happens quietly, shaped by collaboration between volunteers, students, Es-
tates teams and community partners such as Maynooth Tidy Towns, Kildare
County Council, and Maynooth Sustainable Energy Community.

Peter Hamilton, community liaison with Maynooth Sustainable Energy
Community and community champion for the IRESI-Renew research project
at MU said: “Maynooth University is an important part of the town community
and a valuable resource for shared objectives. Our collaboration through
Green Campus, alongside the IRESI research team, helps bring attention to
and action on the dual challenges of climate action and biodiversity loss
within the wider community.”

Our green spaces offer one of the most visible examples of that partnership.
Maynooth Campus has retained its Green Flag Award for seven consecutive
years and was named Overall Winner of the Pollinator Award in 2025, recog-
nising efforts to support biodiversity and protect natural habitats.

The campus also played a key role in Maynooth representing Ireland in the
Entente Florale Europe competition, where the town was awarded Gold.
Maynooth also received special recognition for the management of its green
environment, reflecting collaboration between the University, SPPU,
Maynooth Tidy Towns and local partners.

Michael Rafter, Director of Estates, added: “Green Campus gives us a way
to connect practical campus operations with ideas coming from staff and stu-
dents. It helps shape practical changes in areas like biodiversity, transport
and waste, and over time those incremental improvements make a real dif-
ference to the campus.”

Other initiatives may be less visible but are an important part of everyday
campus life. The transition to an all-electric Estates vehicle fleet has reduced
emissions and made the campus quieter and cleaner. A bottle and can re-
turn scheme, developed with Maynooth Students’ Union, supports waste re-
duction while raising funds for local charities. The Edible Garden, created
and maintained by staff and students, continues to grow as a shared space
for sustainable food production, learning and community-building.

Green Week provided an opportunity to highlight this work and encourage
wider participation. The programme included biodiversity walks, talks, work-
shops and simple activities such as campus litter picks, offering staff and
students a chance to get involved in a practical way.

Green Week 2026







Events for Adults
Luain Press Poetry Café
Tuesday 5 May 6.00pm - 7.00pm

Join us in the Maynooth Community Library for chats, readings, and creative
opportunities.

*Drop in, no booking required*

Age Friendly Coffee Morning
Wednesday 13 May 10.00am - 11.30am

As part of our Age Friendly Programme, drop in for a cup of tea/coffee and a chat
with library staff and find out more about the libraries online and other services.

*Drop In. No booking required*

Housing Information Clinic
Thursday 14 May 2.30 pm — 4.30pm

This Maynooth Community library housing clinic is part of a series of Housing
Clinics scheduled by Kildare County Council across all Municipal Districts. Staff
from various sections will be in attendance to assist with any queries that may
arise.

The Housing Department can be contacted via email:
customercare(@kildarecoco.ie . Appointments are available by contacting the Hous-
ing Department directly.

*Drop in

Housing & Homelessness Supports Information Clinic
Monday 18 May, 2.00 pm —4.00 pm

Looking for advice on homelessness and housing supports? Visit this Kildare Coun-
ty Council drop-in clinic in Maynooth Community Library to learn about the supports
available.

Babywearing Ireland Kildare Branch Sling Meeting
Monday 25 May 10.15 am — 11.15 am

Babywearing Ireland (BW!I) is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation offering impar-
tial information about and support for the practice of babywearing and the safe use
of baby carriers and slings

A sling meeting can be a great starting point for anyone who wants to carry their
baby, as well as introducing you to a wonderful network of parents. It's also great if
you are already using a sling or carrier and you'd like to see what else might work
for you or to see what other parents are finding comfortable.

As with all BWI sling meetings, at the Kildare Branch of BWI you can expect the
following:

- an informal chat with friendly people who have similar interests

- arange of slings and baby carriers to try out in an informal setting an exchange
with other sling/baby carrier users about their experiences using them

- an exchange with other sling/baby carrier users about their experiences using
them

Informal demonstrations of some slings/baby carriers

*Drop in, no booking required *

Let’s Talk About Parenting Programme

Online Talk - Toilet Training - less stress, more success!

With Deirdre Holland Hannon

Tuesday 12 May 8.00 pm — 9.30 pm

If you are getting ready to potty / toilet train your little one, then join us online for
some support and advice from Behaviour Specialist, Urotherapist, and Registered
Nurse Deirdre Holland Hannon. Book here Book your free ticket here! Book your
free ticket here! — Toilet Training — Less Stress, More Success — Zoom

Climate Action Events

Zero Waste Maynooth

Saturday 9 May 2.00pm - 4.00pm
Free Community Swap & Repair Event
Drop in any time from 2 - 4pm

Ladies Clothes Swap - Bring one, take one. All size clothes and brands welcome
once in good repair. No large bags of clothes, please.

Kids Clothes Swap - Clothes from two years upwards. All clothes to be in good
repair please.

Learn to Repair Clothes - Vanessa from The Craft Corner will be joining us to show
you how to mend your clothes and keep them for longer. Drop by with a project
you’re working on or items that need repair and learn how to mend.

Kids Toy Swap - Let’s get the kids into the idea of swapping! Small toys only and no
broken/dirty toys please

Cloth Nappy Library Ireland - Volunteers available to show you how modern cloth
nappies work. They are way easier than years gone by, super cute, saves waste
and saves money

Events for Children

Meet the Instruments Saturday:
Saturday 23 May 11.00 am - 1.00pm

Would you like to find out more about learning to play Irish music? Musicians from
Comhaltas Mhaigh Nuad will be at Maynooth Community library to play a few
tunes and answer any questions you have about the instruments, the music and
getting started learning to play. Come along to our informal drop-in Meet the Instru-
ments session, listen to and try the instruments and learn about Irish music and
how to get started on your musical journey.

*Drop in event*

Groups and Clubs

Maynooth Community Library Craft Club
The Library Craft Club meets every Monday, 11.30am - 1.00pm
(except on Bank Holidays).

Bring something you are working on, and exchange ideas and skills with this social
craft group.

Baby and Toddler Group
Every Thursday 10.00am — 11.00am

If you have a young baby or toddler and would like to meet other parents or mind-
ers in the area, come to our stay and play group every Thursday morning at 10am.

*No need to book, just drop in*

Origami Club for Adults
Thursday 21 May 6.30pm — 7.30pm

What can you do with a piece of paper and your imagination? Join us for an even-
ing of happy folding, mindfulness and creativity at Maynooth Community Library on
the third Thursday of each month.

* Drop in . No booking required *

Exhibitions

Callan Institute Saint John of God Community Services
‘Emerging Voices Art Competition and Exhibition’

Friday 1 May — Friday 29 May

‘Emerging Voices’ is an annual exhibition of art created by children and adults with
an Intellectual Disability who are supported by Saint John of God Community
Services clg.

Callan Institute as part of Saint John of God organise this event.

Art speaks where words are sometimes unable to. The artists will showcase their
interpretation of ‘What Makes Me Smile’ and invite you to experience their emerging
voices in this exhibition.

The theme this year of ‘What Makes Me Smile’ has been chosen by a combination
of Artists and Competition organisers.

Come see and enjoy!

Exhibition Bookings

If you are a local artist or art group and would like to book our exhibition space,
please contact us. Maynooth Community Library’s Exhibition Space is available to
host exhibitions from April 2027. To be placed on a waiting list to use the exhibition
space in 2026, or for booking enquiries, please email maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.
For further information about Kildare Library Service events, why not sign up the
library events newsletter at the following link: Kildare Library Service - Newsletter
Subscribe Form: Kildare Library Service - Newsletter Subscribe Form
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Join us for an amazing night of fun in Brady’s Clockhouse on the
15th of May! Our annual quiz will fundraise for our production of Ech-
oes From A Room showing in July.

With Martin Higgins hosting you are in for a night of fun and craic.
The event is open for secondary students too; we just need written
permission from parents or guardians. You can visit: HERE to sign
the form! Cash and card payments will be available on the night, and
if you can’t make it; but would like to donate you are more than wel-
come to scan our QR code on our website. We can’t wait to see you
all at our fun night of trivia!

It is finally summer and we are getting closer and closer to our sum-
mer production. Echoes From A Room by Terry Nealon will be
staged in just under three months! Our wonderful cast and our direc-
tor Siomha Glynn cannot wait to bring this wonderful play to life.

The cast have entered their second month of re-
hearsals and are excited to bring this moving and
unique play to life! The show brimming with Irish
wit; displays the complex life of inner-city women
in the 60s. Including all the laughter, tears, and
music that comes with it. Tickets will go on sale
on the 1st of June on our website. Make sure to
grab them while you can! Tickets will also be
sold at the annual Picnic in the Park on the 21st
of June. Where our members will be able to an-
swer any questions relating to this wonderful
play. We look forward to seeing you in our audi-
ences come July!

Although summer is nearing; we at An Nuadha Players are always
keen to begin preparing for Panto season! (Oh yes we are!) We are
so excited to open the 2026 Pantomime registration on the 24th of
April until the 8th of May. Because of demand we recommend that

you register early as possible! Click the HERE to register through our
website!

We are also excited to announce our launch workshop for Alice in
Wonderland! Taking place in Maynooth Community College on the
14th of May, our wonderful choreographer Meadhbh Fitzgibbon Moore
will host a movement workshop. This will be a fun and inclusive way to
kick off the fun and games of Panto season. We will be hosting our
principal auditions on Monday the 18th and Thursday the 22nd of May.
Our core dancer auditions will be held on the 23rd of May. You can
find specific details about the audition process on our WEBSITE.


https://annuadhaplayers.ie/fundraiser.phpC:/Users/GavinO/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://annuadhaplayers.ie/wonderland.php
https://annuadhaplayers.ie/wonderland.php













Supply and Installation of Blinds

Roller Vertical Venetian Roman Velux

Home Consultations

Professional Service with Competitive Prices

Over 14 years experience in Window Blinds

Mobile: 085 7338847
Phone: 01 -6210100

Email:gerardmaloneblinds@gmail.com

www.gerardmaloneblinds.com

Follow me on facebook

Thinking of replacing your PVC Windows?

Call: 01 620 3232
Email: office@keanewindows.ie
www.keanewindows.ie
Opening Hours
Monday — Friday: 9:00am — 5:00pm

Saturday: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Sunday — Bank Holidays: 12:00 noon — 4:00pm

Apply for UNIT 1, TRINITY COURT,

Finance Now

Get Approval

Online Today DUBLIN 22

Showroom Open 7 Days a Week!

FONTHILL INDUSTRIAL PARK







Kildare Planning Applications for Maynooth Area
Planning Applications received from 27/03/2026 to 22/04/2026
Information from Kildare County Council Website

App # Authority Applicant Name Development Address App Date

202653 Kildare County Council Executors of Estate of Margaret | Monatrea, Maynooth Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare 22/04/2026
Bobbett Casey

2660410 Kildare County Council Lowilma Properties Ltd Maynooth Road, Curryhills, Prosperous, Co. Kildare 15/04/2026

2660389 Kildare County Council Patrick Brady and Ciara Dillon 6 Parklands Crescent, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 10/04/2026

Brady

2660376 Kildare County Council Ciaran Devine Units 6 & 7 Fagan's Lane, Maynooth, Kildare 08/04/2026

2643 Kildare County Council Executors of the late Margaret Monatrea, Maynooth Rd, Celbridge, Co. Kildare 07/04/2026
Bobbett Casey

2660357 Kildare County Council Colm & Emily O'Brien 9 The Garden, Newtown Hall, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 04/04/2026

2641 Kildare County Council Glenveagh Homes Ltd. Moyglare Hall and the Dunboyne Road, Mariavilla, Maynooth, Co 02/04/2026

Kildare

2660339 Kildare County Council Jamie Murphy 18 Leinster Cottages, Maynooth, Co. Kildar e 31/03/2026

2638 Kildare County Council Andrew Brown 114 Carton Court, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 31/03/2026

2660326 Kildare County Council EZO Charging Ltd Maynooth Businss Campus, Straffan Road, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 27/03/2026

Maynooth Senior Citizens Committee News

Maynooth Senior Citizens continues with its twice weekly morning clubs. We are back to our bingo

morning and art (drawing and painting). We recently had a talk from Maura O’ Hara from Meath County

Council. The Council is in charge of looking after Age Friendly Homes for Older Persons Scheme for

Ireland. She gave a very informative talk to our seniors. Ladies from the local ICA Branch came

along to hear her as well. She received lots of questions and there were already two people in the

group who benefitted already from the scheme and they were able to share their very positive experi-

ences. There is help available with the application process. For those interested in finding out what they can avail of under the scheme, Maura
will pre-arrange a house visit and she will do an overview of what people are entitled to, and begin to put the process in place.

For more information on this service please contact Age Friendly Ireland | Meath County Council at the National Office: 046 924 8899

https://agefriendlyireland.ie/healthy-age-friendly-homes-programme/

Our Seniors (Thursday morning art club) made a visit to the Maynooth Castle Keep Art Exhibition on Sunday afternoon of the 13" April. It was
an enjoyable visit and they got loads of ideas and met the artists and friends from the community.

1th

Our AGM had to be deferred at short notice. It will now take place on Monday 11" May at 8pm in the Geraldine Hall. All welcome.

We hope to have further activities coming up soon.

Susan Durack
Chairperson, Maynooth Senior Citizens Committee.
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BRADY’S CLOCKHOUSE
BAR - LOUNGE - RESTAURANT

Live Bands every Saturday & Sunday
Table Quiz every Monday night at 9.30pm

Like us on Facebook

@BradysClockhouseMaynooth
e-mail: info@clockhouse.ie
Web: www.clockhouse.ie - Tel: 01-5054725




Maynooth Community Employment Project
Producing the Maynooth Newsletter
Memories From the Archives

1986

Link to the Archive: www.maynoothcep.com

To Eileen Ruddy
From Kate Ruddy

Hope your back is
better soon Mam.




Maynooth Community Contacts Listing

Naoise O Cearuil TD
086 7280050

naoise.ocearuil@oireachtas.ie

facebook.com/naoiseocearuil/

Réada Cronin T.D.
01-6183823
reada.cronin@oireachtas.ie

facebook.com/ReadaCroninSinnFein

James Lawless T.D.
01-6183587
james.lawless@oireachtas.ie

facebook.com/JamesLawlessFF/

Joe Neville TD
086-6062207

joe.neville@oireachtas.ie

Clir. Tim Durkan
086-8632784
tim.durkan321@gmail.com

Clir. Angela Feeney
087-2381962
angelaemfeeney@gmail.com

facebook.com/clirangelafeeney/

Clir. Peter Melrose
089 263 7612

peter.melrose@socialdemocrats.ie

Clir. Donna Phelan
0870023636

dphelan@kildarecoco.ie

Clir. Paul Ward
087 2294697

clirpaulward@gmail.com

An Nuadha Players
annuadhaplayers@gmail.com

facebook.com/annuadha

An Post Sorting Office Maynooth
01-6293390

Brass & Reed Band (St Mary's)
sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie

facebook.com/maynoothband/

Cemetery Committee (Laraghbryan)

01-6293018

Church of Ireland
01-6292163

secretary@meath.anglican.org

Citizen Information Centre
0818078100

maynooth@citinfo.ie

Cloth Nappy Library Ireland
087-9949183
zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com

facebook.com/NappyLibrarylreland

Community Welfare Services
0818607080

Kildarecws@welfare.ie

Employment Office
01-6106000

bo.maynooth@welfare.ie

Kildare County Council
045 - 980200

customerservice@kildarecoco.ie

Kildare Civil Defence
045 980529

pmcneela@kildarecoco.ie

Kildare County Council (Local Office)
01 - 6286236

Kildare MABS
0818072600

kildare@mabs.ie

Maynooth Autism Friendly Town
0863329050
autismfriendlytownmaynooth@gmail.com

facebook.com/maynoothaft

Maynooth Employment Services Office
Kelly’s Lane, Maynooth
01-6016360
EstMaynooth@welfare.ie

Maynooth Post Office
01-6286259

Maynooth Community Care Unit

01-6106351

Maynooth Community Church
Office: 01 5054990
Email: office@maynoothcc.org

Web. www.maynoothcc.org

Maynooth Community Library
01-6285530
maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.

facebook.com/
KildareCountyLibraryService

Maynooth Cycling Campaign
086-8252934
Maynoothcycling@gmail.com

www.maynoothcyclingcampaign.com

Maynooth Fishing Club
01-6293202

info@maynoothfisheries.com

Maynooth GAA Club
secretary.maynooth.kildare@gaa.ie

facebook.com/maynoothgaa/

Maynooth Health Centre
01-6106130

Maynooth Kilcock Lions
clubcontact@maynoothkilcocklionsclub.org

facebook.com/MaynoothKilcockLionsClub/

Maynooth Library
01-6285530
Maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie

Maynooth Newsletter
01-6285922
office@maynoothcep.com

facebook.com/MCEPnewsletter

Maynooth Senior Citizens

maynoothseniorcitizens@gmail.com

Maynooth Tidy Towns
083 304 6130
maynoothtidytowns@outlook.ie

facebook.com/MaynoothTidyTowns

Maynooth Town Football Club
086-1060654
info@maynoothtownfc.ie

facebook.com/MTFC1969/

Maynooth Students Union
01-7083669
frontdesk@msu.ie

facebook.com/MaynoothSU

North Kildare Club
01-6103909
info@northkildareclub.ie

North Kildare Tennis Club

info@northkildaretennis.ie

Parish of St. Mary's Maynooth
01-6293018

maynoothparishoffice@gmail.com

SVP Vincent's Shop
01-6289643
geraldinebyrne.east@svp.ie

facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064619179003

Zero Waste Maynooth
087-9949183
zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com

facebook.com/zerowastemaynooth

If you wish to have your Community contact added, updated or removed from the above listing please

e-mail: office@maynoothcep.com with “Community Contact” in the subject line.
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