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THIS PUBLICATION IS PRODUCED BY MAYNOOTH COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT PROJECT,
SUPPORTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL PROTECTION,

WHICH IS FUNDED BY THE IRISH GOVERNMENT.
THE VIEWS & OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION ARE THOSE OF THE CONTRIBUTORS.



Registered as a Charity in Ireland RCN # 20100063 - CHY # 21086

The opinions and statements expressed in the articles are those of the
contributors and not necessarily those of the Editorial Board. All
materials to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter should be
sent by e-mail or addressed to:

The Editor, Maynooth Newsletter,

Unit 10, Tesco S.C. Carton Retail Park, Maynooth, Co. Kildare.
W23CT59

Tel: 01-6285922

E-mail: office@maynoothcep.com

Website: www.maynoothcep.com

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor, for publication, should be sent by
e-mail to: editor@maynoothcep.com

Mission Statement

The Maynooth Newsletter is a community focused online publication
available free to the people of Maynooth. It plays an important role in
gathering together, recording and distributing community based news.
We encourage all groups and individuals in the community to submit
material to let us know about their activities and any upcoming events.

The Newsletter exists for your enjoyment and we hope you continue to
enjoy your monthly read and keep us informed of your activities.

The Editorial Board endeavours to ensure independence and balance

in the Newsletter content and reserves the right to omit/edit or abridge

material which in its opinion might render the Newsletter as a promoter
of sectional interests.

In addition we undertake the following:

. In the case of errors of fact we will publish corrections when we
become aware of such.
. In the case of unwittingly or unfairly impugning the reputation of

any person we hereby offer that person the right to reply.

Any contributor seeking further guidelines in this matter is invited to
contact the Editorial Board.

Copy date for receipt of articles is published in the Newsletter. We
must stress that material submitted after the copy date cannot be
accepted.

Maynooth Newsletter Archives

The management and staff of the Maynooth Community Employment
Project started a project in March 2011 to acquire and digitise all
available issues of the Maynooth Newsletter dating back to 1975.
These back issues along with current issues are available by following
the archive link on our webpage - www.maynoothcep.com.

The Newsletter Archive can be viewed and searched in pdf format. In
addition, there exists the capability to be able to search an entire year.
Please be aware the single files associated with the year are larger
and will take a little longer to load.

The Archive provides an important historical footprint of the Town and
records the community profile of Maynooth from the mid-seventies to
the present day. We hope you enjoy using it and that it brings back
memories of people, places and times and that it equally provides an
interesting insight to the development of the town and university for
newly arrived members of our community.

Disclaimer

While every care has been taken to display accurate information,
Maynooth Newsletter will not be held responsible for any loss,
damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy or
error within.

All information should be verified from an independent source.
Editorial Board - Maynooth Newsletter

Editorial

It is just fourteen months until the next Irish Census of Population
which will be taken on Sunday 9 May 2027. This month we are taking
a look back at the details for Maynooth, included in the 2022 census,
as provided by the Irish Central Statistics Office. The total Population
recorded for Maynooth in 2022 was 17,259. The gender split being
49.9% (8,607) female and 50.1%(8,652) male.

So, taking a look at the age cohorts by bands, it is clear that the age
by gender is very close. While 27% of the total population is under 20
years old, that moves to 45% under 30 years old. A massive 62%
(almost two thirds) are recorded as under 40 years old.

Just over one in five (22%) are recorded as over 50 years old and this
drops to just 12% for over 60 years old. So, the population of
Maynooth should remain higher in the lower age cohorts when the
2027 census is taken.

In March, there are at least two days that are dedicated to honour our
female population. March 8" is International Women’s Day (IWD)
which is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and
political achievements of women. The theme for IWD for 2026 is
“Balance the Scales”. We also celebrate our mothers with Mother’s
Day on Sunday March 15", For those who have lost their mother
since last Mother’s Day, it will be a poignant occasion to remember
the person who brought them into the world. For those of us who still
have a person to call mother, it is important not to miss the opportunity
to make contact and thank our mothers for all that they have done for
us.

Seachtain na Gaeilge 2026, takes place from March 1% and continues
up to St. Patrick’s Day. It is marked in Ireland and across the world
among the Irish diaspora. It is a time that we highlight the importance
of maintaining our language and unique cultural activities.

The mention of St. Patrick’s Day gives me a chance to remind you
about this year’s theme. In recognition that in 2026 Maynooth
celebrates 850 years since the Fitzgerald's, the Earls of Kildare and
later the Dukes of Leinster first established their castle, around which
the town of Maynooth developed. To mark this special anniversary,
the Maynooth St. Patrick’s Day Parade theme is “Medieval Maynooth”.
It promises to be a great event this year, so make sure to either take
part in the parade or come out to watch it, if possible, dressed in
medieval costumes. Hopefully the rain that we had almost everyday
this year so far, will be a distant memory by St. Patrick’'s Day and that
the sun will shine on the celebrations.

Paul Croghan
Editor

Submission Date for April Edition is 5pm
on 23rd March 2026
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Maynooth 850

Celebrating 850 years of Maynooth from Fitzgerald Castle to Commuter Town

The year was AD 1170. Strongbow's Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland was in full battle cry and his forces had captured their greatest prize, Dublin. These
were tumultuous times in medieval Ireland. To strengthen their grip on power, the Anglo-Norman baron Maurice Fitzgerald looked over the rich plains of
Leinster to find the best place to build a fortress. In AD 1176 he directed that a wooden fort be built where two rivers meet. And so Maynooth was born, 850
years ago this year. The rich history of our town, its rapid rise from military settlement to once being considered the real capital of Ireland, has been brought
vividly to life by local historian Paul Croghan. Paul, Chair of the Maynooth Local History Group, delivered a landmark lecture titled:

Maynooth: From Fitzgerald Castle to Commuter Town

It was a fitting way to kick-start the Maynooth 850 celebrations which will continue throughout the year. Paul opened the 4th Annual ‘Maynooth Through the

Ages’ lecture series on February 9th in Maynooth University. The series is curated by the University's Department of History, in collaboration with St Pat-

rick's Pontifical College and the University Library. The lecture traced the growth of that wooden fort into a powerful seat of power on the site where the re-

mains of Maynooth Castle still stand. Paul outlined the factors that shaped Maynooth into the bustling and growing town we today call home and the rich tap-

estry of events over hundreds of years that shaped its present. Maynooth is probably the best surviving example of a planned landlord town in Ireland and
was often considered the real heart of influence in Ireland when the Fitzgeralds held sway.

From Maynooth Castle to Carton House and the growth of St Patrick's Pontifical University, the town's history has been a rich
one. Paul traced the relatively recent emergence and extraordinary growth of Maynooth University and the growth of the town
from tiny hamlet to a significant urban centre in its own right. But the evidence of yesterday is still all around us. In 1248, a
private chapel was constructed on the Castle site, built curiously into the outer wall of St Patrick's College. The current church
which occupies the same site, was built in 1859 and incorporates the fabric of the earlier chapel. It is still in use today. Paul's
research included some fascinating details about the construction of Carton House in the 17th Century. Its origins can also be
traced back to our old friend Maurice Fitzgerald, effectively the founder of our town, when he was rewarded with lands around
Maynooth which included the Carton Demesne. By the year 1850 a conveyor belt of newly ordained priests were walking
through the gates of St Patrick's College to begin ministries around the world. The College, established in 1795 was, just 55
(Paul Croghan) years later, the largest Roman Catholic seminary in the world. In its long and distinguished history more than 11,000 priests
have been ordained since its foundation on Duke of Leinster lands around Stoyte House. In 1966, in what was considered a revolutionary move, nuns and
female lay students were admitted. St Patrick's College opened its BA and BSc course to the laity bringing "girl students" to Maynooth for the first time. The
College President observed: "We felt we should move with the times."

In the 18th century, canals were the motorways of the day, but the original route planned for the Royal Canal did not include Maynooth. It is believed by
many that the Duke of Leinster used his considerable influence to ensure the canal passed through the town. Work began on

the mighty feat of civil engineering in 1790 and four years later you could travel to Dublin by barge in about four hours. For

many tens of thousands of emigrants, journeying east on the Royal Canal was the first leg of epic journeys to the New World.

By 1837 the streetscape of the town would have been quite recognisable to many current Maynoothians. Leinster Street was

now called Main Street and was home to the Post Office where it remained until relatively recent years. St Patrick's College

was well developed and a Police Station was prominent on Mill Street. The town was still growing but disaster, not just for

Maynooth but for all the Irish people, was just eight years away.

In his lecture, Paul revealed that The Great Famine of 1845 to 1849 reaped a bitter harvest in the town. Maynooth lost one

in five (410 people) in the years of the famine and its aftermath. That precipitous 20pc drop in population from 2,029 to 1,619

in just ten years was not all due to starvation and disease. There were fewer births and there was a sharp rise in emigration.

The local workhouse was in Celbridge on a site where a paint factory now stands on the Maynooth Road. It was kept busy. (Standing Room Only)

By 1860 there were jobs for locals in the town. Kavanagh's Mills was in operation and there was also steady work in St Patrick's College. The railway ar-
rived in 1847. Maynooth GAA was founded in 1887 and cricket also had its supporters. The game still flourishes at North Kildare. Maynooth Town FC would
not be formed until 1969 and it merged with Ballygoran United a few years later.

Maynooth and Revolution

As we celebrate the 850 year history of our town in 2026, Maynooth's prominent role in rebellion and political change in Ire-
land will come into sharp focus. This part of our history will be the subject of further talks and lectures in the months ahead
and will be featured in future editions. However, as Paul points out, Maynooth was the only town in Kildare to experience
militancy during all three periods of major conflict associated with the revolution. There are strong connections with Easter
week 1916, the War of Independence (1919-1921) and the Civil War (1922 - 1923). We will look at these events in more
detail in a future talk. In 1920, Maynooth's only major public building, the Maynooth Courthouse was destroyed during the
War of Independence. It was never rebuilt. Larine House was occupied in 1921 by the despised Black and Tans who used it
as their base in North Kildare. Just a few yards away from Larine House in the town square there now proudly stands a
monument to the fifteen Maynooth 1916 volunteers. Maynooth was an important agricultural market town and remained so
until almost 25 years ago when both Kavanagh's Mills and J.P. and M. Doyle's Maynooth Livestock Mart on the old Dublin
(Professor Terence Dooley) Road closed in 2001 and 2002 respectively. Many older residents will remember RTE's "Mart and Market" a round-up

of national cattle prices presented by Michael Dillon who lived locally and which regularly featured cattle going under the hammer at Maynooth Livestock

Mart. Life in Maynooth was not always about work. The Leinster Hall, Maynooth was known far and wide. In 1947 the National Ploughing Championships

held a Gala Dance with music by "Jack Silver And His Band Of Six." Advertising for the event boasted "specially prepared floors" for the dancers

with "Catering by Mrs Corscadden and Bar - Mr Phil Brady" His name lives on at the landmark Brady's Clock House.

Written by Maynooth Newsletter Staff

The lecture was followed by the official launch of the ‘Maynooth 850’ celebrations by Professor Terence Dooley (Pictured Bottom
Left) Department of History, Maynooth University. All lectures are free to the public—booking essential:

Maynooth Through the Ages







Maynooth, Co. Kildare

It’s all systems go for our first appearances of the year, with the St.
Patrick’s Day Parades, where this year we will be starting off with our own
parade in Maynooth at 11 o’ clock, quickly followed by the one in Kilcock at
1.30 and finishing up in Clane at 3 o’clock. Three parades in one day is a
huge undertaking and hopefully the weather will be kind to us; and sure
with all the rain we have had this year there can’t be very much left for
Patrick’s Day.

We already have much of our programme for the year mapped out, starting

off with a concert in the Maynooth Community Church on the Dublin road,

near Tesco, which is on Saturday 18th April at 7.30. This is a lovely venue

and hopefully we will have a good audience. In September we will be making a return visit to the Bad Orb International Music Festival
in Germany where we will be joining over 30 bands from all over Europe.

The Academy Band will be taking part in the National Band Championships in Ardee on 9th May, while the Senior Band will be
heading to Clonakilty in Cork on 4th July, where they will be taking part in the Senior Section, having won a number of prizes at
Intermediate Level last year. We wish the very best of luck to both Bands in their endeavours
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Supply and Installation of Blinds

Roller Vertical Venetian Roman Velux

Home Consultations

Professional Service with Competitive Prices

Over 14 years experience in Window Blinds

Mobile: 085 7338847
Phone: 01 -6210100

Email:gerardmaloneblinds@gmail.com

www.gerardmaloneblinds.com

Follow me on facebook

Thinking of replacing your PVC Windows?

Call: 01 620 3232
Email: office@keanewindows.ie

www.keanewindows.ie
Opening Hours
Monday — Friday: 9:00am — 5:00pm

Saturday: 10:00am — 4:00pm
Sunday — Bank Holidays: 12:00 noon — 4:00pm

Apply for UNIT 1, TRINITY COURT,

Finance Now

Get Approval

Online Today DUBLI N 22

Showroom Open 7 Days a Week!

FONTHILL INDUSTRIAL PARK
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> we're going places <

Call Us 01 6289999
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BRADY’S CLOCKHOUSE
BAR - LOUNGE - RESTAURANT

Live Bands every Saturday & Sunday
Table Quiz every Monday night at 9.30pm

Like us on Facebook

@BradysClockhouseMaynooth
e-mail: info@clockhouse.ie
Web: www.clockhouse.ie - Tel: 01-5054725
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Maynooth Golf Society

President: John Byrne - Vice President: Liam Farrelly - Captain: Paul Farrelly- Vice Captain: Barry Farrell

Secretary: Martin Maguire - Treasurer: Norman Kavanagh - H/C Sec: Eamon Murphy - PRO: John Kelly

Affiliated
to GUI

The AGM of Maynooth Golf Society was held Sunday February 8 in Brady’s Clockhouse.

Well-attended, the main decisions were the election of John Byrne as President, Liam Farrelly as Vice-President and the returning of the existing officers of

the Society.

Last year’s Captain — John Nolan — handed over the role for 2026 to Paul Farrelly, wishing him a successful year and thanking everyone for helping to make
his Captaincy a success. Paul, in turn, expressed his delight at being Captain and looked forward to an enjoyable years golf for everyone.

The first outing of the year is to Grange Castle GC, March 7 from 11:40. A list of all the year’s outings is included here and details will follow before each

event.

There are almost 40 members in the Society and new members are always welcome. Anyone looking to join can do so through any member, or by contact-
ing John Kelly at 089 950 4025.

Finally, thanks to all our generous sponsors whose support is so valuable to Maynooth Golf Society:

John Byrne — Maynooth Book Shop
Dave Mahoney — Mahoney Mechanical
Pat Connolly — Euro Farm Foods

Paul Farrelly — Captain’s Day

Bronagh Kavanagh

Ollie Bright
Simon Black
Derek Murray
John Saults

Norman Kavanagh

2026 Outings
March 7 — Grange Castle GC
April 11 — Moyvalley GC

May 15-16 — Portarlington GC & Tullamore GC; Ovemnight in Tullamore

Court Hotel.

June 6 — Arklow GC

June 19 — Craddockstown GC

July 18 — Carlow GC

August 1 — Mullingar GC. Captain’s Prize
August 15 — Roganstown GC
September 19 — Rathcore GC

Kildare Planning Applications for Maynooth Area
Planning Applications received from 15/01/2026 to 24/02/2026
Information from Kildare County Council Website

App # Authority Applicant Name Development Address App Date

2660042 |Kildare County Council Gerard O’Leary Celbridge Community School, Maynooth Road, | 13/02/2026
Moortown, Celbridge, Co. Kildare

2660126 |Kildare County Council Karen Delaney 21 The Meadows, Moyglare Hall, Maynooth, 11/02/2026
Kildare

2660122 | Kildare County Council Karen Delaney 21 The Meadows, Moyglare Hall, Maynooth, 11/02/2026
Kildare

2660085 | Kildare County Council | Peter and Karina Cafferkey | Kilcock Road, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 30/01/2026

2660070 |Kildare County Council | Peter and Karina Cafferkey | Kilcock Road, Maynooth, Co. Kildare 27/01/2026

2612 Kildare County Council Brendan Hoare Catherinstown,Maynooth,Co. Kildare 27/01/2026

2660077 |Kildare County Council Ann Howley 2 Laurence Avenue, Maynooth, County Kildare |27/01/2026

2660055 | Kildare County Council | Laraville Properties Limited | The Roost Public House Licensed Premises, 21/01/2026
Main Street / Leinster Street, Maynooth,
Co. Kildare

2660051 |Kildare County Council| Donal & Laura O'Leary |16 Temple Wood, Carton Demesne, Maynooth, | 20/01/2026
Co. Kildare

2660042 | Kildare County Council | Laraville Properties Limited | The Roost Public House Licensed Premises, 16/01/2026

Main Street / Leinster Street, Maynooth,
Co. Kildare
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Events at Maynooth Community Library

[]

For further information contact: www.kildare.ie/librarymaynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie Ph: 01-6285530

facebook.com/KildareCountyLibraryService twitter.com/kildarelibrary

Events for Adults
Luain Press Poetry Café
Tuesday 3 March, 6.00 pm - 7.00 pm

Join us in for chats, readings, and creative opportunities.
*Drop in, no booking required *

Kildare Libraries Service Supports the following Sustainable Development
Goals: Goal 3( Good Health & Well being) ; Goal 4 ( Quality Education);
Goal 13 (Climate Action );
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Board Games Through Irish
Saturday 28 March 10:30 am to 12.30 pm

Practice your cupla focal playing board games as Gaeilge. All ages wel-
come. All children attending this event must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian. Organized by Gaeilge Nuada and hosted by Emma from Eclecti-

cats. * Drop in , all welcome !*

Kildare Libraries Service Supports the following Sustainable Development
Goals: Goal 3( Good Health & Well being) ; Goal 4 ( Quality Education);
Goal 13 (Climate Action );
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Housing and Homelessness Supports Information Clinic
Monday 23 March , 2.00 pm — 4.00 pm

Looking for advice on homelessness and housing supports? Visit this Kildare
County Council drop-in clinic in Maynooth Community Library to learn about
the supports available. *Drop in*

Kildare Libraries Service Supports the following Sustainable Development
Goals: Goal 1(No Poverty ) Goal 3( Good Health & Well being) ; Goal 13
(Climate Action );

Goals: Goal 17 ( Partnership for the goals ); Goal 13 (Climate Action )
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Events for Children
Cluichi Clair tri Ghaeilge,
Dé Satharn an 28 Marta, 10:30 r.n. go 12. 30 i.n.

Cluichi Clair spraiuil as Gaeilge. Do gach aoisghrupa. Caithfear tuismitheoir /
caomhndir a bheith in éineacht le gach paise a bhfuil ag freastal ar na
himeachta seo. Eagraithe ag Gaeilge Nuada, le Emma ¢ Eclecticats.* Buail
isteach, failte roimh chach !*
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Age Friendly Programme

Age Friendly Coffee Morning
Wednesday 11" March, 10 am - 11.30 am

As part of our Age Friendly Programme, drop in for a cup of tea/coffee and a
chat with library staff and find out more about the libraries online and other
services.

*Drop In. No booking required®

Kildare Libraries Service Supports the following Sustainable Development
Goals:

Goal 3(Good Health & Well being); Goal 13 (Climate Action)
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Climate Action Events
Zero Waste Maynooth - Free Community Swap & Repair Event

Saturday 14™ March , 2.00 pm —4.00 pm

Kids Clothes Swap - Clothes from two years upwards. All clothes to be in
good repair.

Learn to Repair Clothes - Vanessa from The Craft Corner will be joining
us to show you how to mend your clothes and keep them for longer. Drop by
with a project you're working on or items that need repair and learn how to
mend.

Kids Toy Swap - Let’s get the kids into the idea of swapping! Small toys
only and no broken/dirty toys please
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Cloth Nappy Library Ireland

Volunteers available to show you how modern cloth nappies work. They
are way easier than years gone by, super cute, saves waste and
saves money .

*Drop in, no booking required*

Kildare libraries service supports the following sustainable develop-
ment goals: 11 (sustainable cities and communities);
12 (Responsible consumption and production); 13 (Climate Action).
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Exhibitions
“ Nature Inspired Art : Love Life Create”

3rd March - 27th March 2026

Exhibition in acrylic, fabric and wool by the residents of Maynooth Com-
munity Care Unit.

Exhibition Opening

Tuesday 3 March, 5.00 pm- 6.00 pm

All are welcome to attend the exhibition opening of ' Nature Inspired Art :
Love Life Create '.

. , . .
Drop in . No booking required
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Exhibition Bookings

If you are a local artist or art group and would like to book our exhibition
space, please contact us. Maynooth Community Library’s Exhibition Space
is available to host exhibitions from February 2027. To be placed on a wait-
ing list to use the exhibition space in 2026, or for booking enquiries, please
email maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.

kkkkkkkkk *********gza**********************************************************

Groups and Clubs

Maynooth Community Library Craft Club
The Library Craft Club meets every Monday, 11.30am - 13.00pm (except on
Bank Holidays).

Bring something you are working on, and exchange ideas and skills with this
social craft group.
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Baby and Toddler Group

Every Thursday, 10am — 11am
If you have a young baby or toddler and would like to meet other parents or

minders in the area, come to our stay and play group every Thursday morn-
ing at 10am. On Thursday 12 March, Elaine from Kildare County Childcare
Committee will be there during the parent and toddler group to meet with
childminders and provide information about the work of the childcare com-
mittee. *No need to book, just drop in!*

*kkkkkkkkkkkhkhhhhhhhhkkkhkkhkhkkhkkkhkhhhhhkkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhhkhhhhhhkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Origami Club for Adults

Thursday 19 March , 6.30 pm — 7.30 pm
What can you do with a piece of paper and your imagination? Join us for an evening

of happy folding, mindfulness and creativity at Maynooth Community Library on the
third Thursday of each month. * Drop in . No booking required *

Kildare Libraries Service Supports the following Sustainable Development Goals:

Goal 3( Good Health & Well being) ; Goal 13 (Climate Action );For further infor-
mation about Kildare Library Service Events, why not subscribe to our
events newsletter at the following link:

Kildare Library Service - Newsletter Subscribe Form




KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Citizens Information Centre, Dublin Road, Maynooth
Know Your Rights has been compiled by Citizens Information Service which provides a free and
confidential service to the public. Information is also available online at www.citizensinformation.ie
and Tel: 0761 07 4000 or Lo-call 1890777121

Voluntary Work and Social Welfare Payments

Introduction

Voluntary work is a good way to keep active, learn new skills and get
involved in your local community. You can do some unpaid work as a
volunteer and keep your social welfare payment. However, you must
continue to meet all the conditions attached to your payment.

Your Intreo Centre or Social Welfare Branch Office or the section
paying your social welfare payment will usually decide whether you
can keep your social welfare payment and work as a volunteer.

Disability Payments and Volunteering

If you are getting lliness Benefit or Invalidity Pension you must get
permission to work as a volunteer. You must apply to the section that
pays your social welfare payment before starting any voluntary work.

If you are getting lliness Benefit, you apply to the Partial Capacity
Benefit section for permission to do voluntary work.

If you are getting Invalidity Pension, you must apply directly to the
Invalidity Pension section for permission. You can find out more
about how the DSP makes decision on voluntary work.

If you are getting Disability Allowance or Blind Pension, you do not
need permission to participate in voluntary work.

Carer’s Payments and Volunteering

To qualify for a carer’s payment you must be providing full-time care.
If you are getting Carer’s Allowance or Carer’s Benefit, you can do a
maximum of 18.5 hours per week of voluntary work. Before you start
working as a volunteer, you must get permission from the Carer’s
Allowance or Carer’s Benefit section in the Department of Social
Protection.

Jobseeker’s Payments and Volunteering

To get Jobseeker's Allowance or Jobseeker's Benefit you must be
available and looking for work. If you want to do voluntary work, you
must first get permission from a Deciding Officer at your Intreo Centre
or Social Welfare Branch Office. You must continue to satisfy

the conditions of your jobseeker’s payment.

The Deciding Officer considers a number of factors when deciding if
the work involved is voluntary.

These include:

1.  The aims and standing of the voluntary organisation (they can be
national or local voluntary groups)

2. The type of work involved

3.  The weekly number of hours worked.

Examples of unpaid voluntary work a jobseeker can do include
assisting youth clubs, care groups, sports groups, and local residents
associations.

If you want to do voluntary work and continue to get Jobseeker’s
Allowance or Jobseeker’s Benefit, you must apply under the voluntary
work option before you start any voluntary work.

To apply, fill in application form (VW1), which is available from
your Intreo Centre or Social Welfare Branch Office.

Other Social Welfare Payments

If you are getting one of the payments listed below, there are no
restrictions on the number of hours or type of unpaid work you may
do. In addition, you don’t need prior permission to do voluntary work.

State Pension (Contributory), State Pension (Non-Contributory),
State Pension (Transition), Bereaved Partner's (Contributory)
Pension, Bereaved Partner's (Non-Contributory) Pension, Guardian's
Payment (Contributory), Guardian's Payment (Non-Contributory),
Blind Pension, One-Parent Family Payment (OFP), Farm Assist,
Maternity Benefit, Paternity Benefit, Adoptive Benefit and Health and
Safety Benefit
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Home Energy Upgrade Loan Scheme

The Home Energy Upgrade Loan is a low-interest loan for
homeowners who want to make their property more energy efficient.

You must use the loan for home energy upgrades that are also funded
by a home energy upgrade grant from the Sustainable Energy
Authority of Ireland (SEAI).

You can get the loan for the home you live in, or a property you rent
out.

The loan can be drawn down before you start the work. This removes
some of the upfront financial barriers to getting the upgrade works
done.

Loans are available until 31 December 2026 or until the funding runs
out.

If you can't afford to make your home more energy efficient, you may
qualify for a free energy upgrade with the SEAlI Warmer Homes
Scheme.

What Work is Covered by the Loan?

You must be getting one of these SEAI home energy upgrade grants
to get the loan:

Better Energy Homes Grant
National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme

Community Grant Scheme

The loans can be used for:

A deep retrofit of your home. This means upgrading many parts of
your home’s structure and energy systems.

1 or 2 upgrades that will significantly improve the energy performance
of your home.

The work might include:

Insulating your home

2 Installing a heat pump

3.  Upgrading your heating controls

4 Installing solar power with solar panels

—

You cannot get the loan to install only solar panels.

(Continued on page 26)
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Citizens Information Centre, Dublin Road, Maynooth
Know Your Rights has been compiled by Citizens Information Service which provides a free and
confidential service to the public. Information is also available online at www.citizensinformation.ie

and

Tel: 0761 07 4000 or Lo-call 1890777121

Continued from page 25

However, you can get funding for solar panels as part of a deep
retrofit to your home under the SEAI's National Home Energy
Upgrade Scheme or Community Grant Scheme.

If you are just getting a couple of upgrades with the Better Energy
Homes Scheme, the loan will not cover solar panels. However, 25%
of the amount you borrow can be used for other changes to your
home, that could include the cost of your solar panels.

Where can | get a Home Energy Upgrade Loan?

The loan is currently available from:

Allied Irish Bank (AlIB), Avant Money, in partnership with An Post
Money, Bank of Ireland, PTSB, Clonmel Credit Union, Connect Credit
Union, First South Credit Union, Listowel Credit Union, Naomh
Breandan Credit Union, North Midlands Credit Union, Progressive
Credit Union.

How Much Can | Borrow?

You can borrow between €5,000 and €75,000 per property.

You can get loans for up to 3 properties or €225,000 per applicant.

Loan terms range from a minimum of one year up to a maximum of 10
years.

The loans are unsecured loans. This means that no security or
personal guarantee is needed.

What are the Interest Rates?

The interest rates are different depending on who you get your loan
from. But they will be lower than rates for regular personal loans. This
is because the interest rates are subsidised by the Government and
the loans are backed by the European Investment Bank.

The banks participating in the scheme are offering interest rates that
start from 3%. The credit unions are offering interest rates of between
2.99% and 4.5%.

Do | qualify for the loan?

To qualify for the loan, you must meet these conditions:

Resident and property in Ireland
You must be living in Ireland
The property must be in the Republic of Ireland

You must own the property. It can be the home you live in, or a
property you rent out.

About the work on your property
You must qualify for an SEAI home energy upgrade grant for the work

The upgrade work must achieve at least a 20% improvement in the
home’s current Building Energy Rating

The work must be done by either:
An SEAI registered One Stop Shop

Energy Partner

Community Project Coordinator

You must use the loan for home energy upgrade work:
At least 75% of the loan must be used for energy efficiency measures

25% can be used for non-energy related works, like redecorating your
home

You cannot get a loan to fund work that has already been completed.

The SBCI has more information about the loan’s terms and
conditions.
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How do | apply for the Home Energy Upgrade Loan?

1.  Get an energy assessment for your property

You must get one of these SEAI registered service providers to do an
energy assessment of your property:

SEAI Registered One Stop Shop
Energy Partner

Community Project Coordinator

When they have done the assessment, they will give you a Home
Energy Summary Report.

You can apply for the loan, if the upgrades recommended in the report
could lead to at least a 20% improvement in your home’s
current Building Energy Rating.

2. Get an SEAI home energy upgrade grant

To get the low-cost loan, your upgrade project must be supported by
an SEAI grant. Your SEAI registered service provider will apply for
one of these SEAI home energy upgrade grants for you:

Better Energy Homes Grant
National Home Energy Upgrade Scheme

Community Grant Scheme
You must qualify for one these grants to get the loan.
3. Apply for a Home Energy Upgrade Loan

Contact one of the financial institutions that offers the Home Energy
Upgrade Home Loan. The Strategic Banking Corporation of Ireland
has a list of the financial institutions that currently offer the loan.

You will need to show the financial institution your Home Energy
Summary Report

Each participating financial institution uses its own credit criteria,
policies and procedures to decide if they will approve your loan
application.

4. Begin the work on your property

When your loan is approved, you can begin your home energy
upgrade work.

Where can | find out more about the Home Energy Upgrade Loan?

You can find more information about the Home Energy Upgrade Loan
Scheme on the SEAI’'s website and the SBCI’s website.
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The Maynooth By-Pass

Details of the Maynooth By-Pass
Road {which will also by-pass Lucan,
Leixlip, and Kilcock} were released
by Kildare County Council.

The road will be built to motorway
which  means Lthat there
will be limited access points, with
ather roesds either passing under
ar over the new road.

standard,

At the Leixlip end of the County
Kildare section, the new road begins
with an interchange (i.e. access
point  for feeder reads) jusl south
of the existing Leixlip-Lucan road
between Tara Co-Op and the Toyola
garage. The road then passes
soulh ofLeixlip between the built-
up area and the IMP meat factory
on the Celbridge road (which will
pass over the new road).

The r1oad carries on westwards
to the north of Celbridge and

approaches Maynooth just to  the
south  of Ballygoran Cross on  the
Celbridge-Maynooth  road. The
latter road will pass over the by
pass  road, other roads in
this: area will be re-aligned.

The new road will
the Straffan FRoad passing over
the by-pass, and slip roads providing
access to the b}-_Pas_g_

wihile

intersect  with

"The new rpad will then pass under
the Rathcoffey Rosd at  Perry
Twomey's (beyond Cluain  Aoibhinn).
It will also pass ynder the Treadstown
Laragh, Brangstown-Laragh, and
Kilcock-Clane Roads before eventually

merging with the main Galway
Road west of Kilcock. There will
be some re-alingning of local roads
glong the Maynooth-Kilcock stretch
of the by-pass.

This reans that the only access
point to the by-pass between Kilcock
and Lucan will be at the Straffan
Road. This has several implications.
It means that all traffic from the
Maynooth ares and to the north
seeking access to the moltorway

will be chanrelled onto the Straffan
Road, which passes through the

main  residential district of Lhe
along which there is
pedestrian  traffic.
It will also put econsiderable extra
pressure  on  the road bridge at
the station, which is already
exiremely inadeguale. It is also
likely that Old Greenfield Lane
would be heavily used by traffic
fram the Cluain Aocibhinn/College
Green/Beaufield/Newlown area.

town, and
very heawvy

Al the moment, a large volume
of heavy traffic comes inle Maynooth
from Lhe Dunboyne direction.

This might be intesified by Lhe
availability of the by-pass, with
the result of attracting a lot of
heavy vehicles through  the town
centre and out of the Staffan
Road. On the other hand, other
ptoposed rtoad improvements in
the Dublin area, including the Western
Ring HRoad and the new Mavan
Road section at Clonsilla, could
also have the effect of

diverting _

much of the Lraffic which currently
comes through Maynooth from  the
north side.

Maynooth  Community  Council  will
be discussing these and olher aspects
of the by-pass with Kildare County
Council's engineering staff.  Already,
a suggestion Lthat the link road
from Maynoolh Lo the by-pass
be located to the east of Lhe Lown
(perhaps Blacklion via a new section
of road linking with the Grangewilliam
-Ballygoran Road)} is being examined
by County Council engineers.

Any groups or members of the
public  who have reservations about

Lhe proposed by-pass (maps of

which may be viewed in Maynoolh

Public Library)
in writing Lo

should  send  these
Lhe County Council
or the Department of the Environment
All objects will be given the right
lo  appear before a Public Inguiry
which is to be held sometime during
the coming summer. The
may be altered
Inquiry  findings.

the by-pass may
the end of 198 2

plans
depending gn the
Constrution  of

begin  towards

Anyone
should
Council

seeking  further information
contack  either the County
directly or Maynooth

Communily Council al Lhe
Centre Mall

Town

[telephone ZB&IGE).

Don Bosco Academy  Might

MLIC. Phil MoDaermokt

and formerly of
Maynoaoth.

Australia on
All  their
them
happiness in
country.

MAYNOOTH AC.

Leinster Championships

The final session of these took
place at Ballinacree, Co. Westmeath
on Sunday the 2nd of February
where our men over 40 retained
their Leinster title. Brian Redmond
was in superb form in taking the
individual Bronze with Paddy Maher
8th and Tony Gallagher Sth.  This
trio as well as Peter Keegan l4th
figured on the county team pipped
for Gold by Louth,, Marie
Gleeson 15th completed the scoring
for the Kildare U/35 Ladies team
which won the Bronze. Most success
-ful juvenile was Enda Breslin who
was l6th in the Boys U/I5 assisting
Kildare to 3rd county.

All Ireland Championships

At Enfield on the 9th of February
Patsy McCloskey returned in style

after illness and

injury  with an
outstanding performance to take
the Ladies U/35 title. Patsy stretch-
ed the opposition on the snow
covered course and led all the
way for a highly popular victory.
She also led the Kildare Team

to the inter county title. The

U/35 men were defending the
title won in Rostrevor last year,
an uphill battle without Brian
Redmond who was ill.  Athletics
form Meath, Kerry and Clare filled
the first three places with Liam
McNamee leading Maynooth and

Kildare athlete in 4th position.

Congratulations to Adrian and Mary
Murray, Taghadoe, Maynooth on
the birth of a Baby Daughter.

Congratulations to Mary Murphy
559 O'Neill Park, Maynooth and
Kevin Clogher, Roscommon on their
recent marriage.

Best wishes to Tommy and Oonagh

Murray of Laurence Avenue

Dublin  Road,

They departed for
February 6th, 1986.
friends in Maynooth wish
every health and
newly adopted

success,
their
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Maynooth Community Contacts Listing

Naoise O Cearuil TD
086 7280050

naoise.ocearuil@oireachtas.ie

facebook.com/naoiseocearuil/

Réada Cronin T.D.
01-6183823

reada.cronin@oireachtas.ie

facebook.com/ReadaCroninSinnFein

James Lawless T.D.
01-6183587
james.lawless@oireachtas.ie

facebook.com/JamesLawlessFF/

Joe Neville TD
086-6062207

joe.neville@oireachtas.ie

Clir. Tim Durkan
086-8632784

tim.durkan321@gmail.com

ClIr. Angela Feeney
087-2381962
angelaemfeeney@gmail.com

facebook.com/clirangelafeeney/

Clir. Peter Melrose
089 263 7612

peter.melrose@socialdemocrats.ie

Clir. Donna Phelan
0870023636

dphelan@kildarecoco.ie

Clir. Paul Ward
087 2294697

clirpaulward@gmail.com

An Nuadha Players
annuadhaplayers@gmail.com

facebook.com/annuadha

An Post Sorting Office Maynooth
01-6293390

Brass & Reed Band (St Mary's)
sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie

facebook.com/maynoothband/

Cemetery Committee (Laraghbryan)

01-6293018

Church of Ireland
01-6292163

secretary@meath.anglican.org

Citizen Information Centre
0818078100

maynooth@citinfo.ie

Cloth Nappy Library Ireland
087-9949183
zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com

facebook.com/NappyLibrarylreland

Community Welfare Services
0818607080

Kildarecws@welfare.ie

Employment Office
01-6106000

bo.maynooth@welfare.ie

Kildare County Council
045 - 980200

customerservice@kildarecoco.ie

Kildare Civil Defence
045 980529

pmcneela@kildarecoco.ie

Kildare County Council (Local Office)
01 - 6286236

Kildare MABS
0818072600

kildare@mabs.ie

Maynooth Autism Friendly Town
0863329050
autismfriendlytownmaynooth@gmail.com

facebook.com/maynoothaft

Maynooth Employment Services Office
Kelly’s Lane, Maynooth
01-6016360
EstMaynooth@welfare.ie

Maynooth Post Office
01-6286259

Maynooth Community Care Unit

01-6106351

Maynooth Community Church
01-5054990
office@maynoothcc.org

facebook.com/maynoothcommunitychurch/

Maynooth Community Library
01-6285530
maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.

facebook.com/
KildareCountyLibraryService

Maynooth Cycling Campaign
086-8252934
Maynoothcycling@gmail.com

www.maynoothcyclingcampaign.com

Maynooth Fishing Club
01-6293202

info@maynoothfisheries.com

Maynooth GAA Club
secretary.maynooth.kildare@gaa.ie

facebook.com/maynoothgaa/

Maynooth Health Centre
01-6106130

Maynooth Kilcock Lions
clubcontact@maynoothkilcocklionsclub.org

facebook.com/MaynoothKilcockLionsClub/

Maynooth Library
01-6285530
Maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie

Maynooth Newsletter
01-6285922
office@maynoothcep.com

facebook.com/MCEPnewsletter

Maynooth Senior Citizens

maynoothseniorcitizens@gmail.com

Maynooth Tidy Towns
083 304 6130
maynoothtidytowns@outlook.ie

facebook.com/MaynoothTidyTowns

Maynooth Town Football Club
086-1060654
info@maynoothtownfc.ie

facebook.com/MTFC1969/

Maynooth Students Union
01-7083669
frontdesk@msu.ie

facebook.com/MaynoothSU

North Kildare Club
01-6103909
info@northkildareclub.ie

North Kildare Tennis Club

info@northkildaretennis.ie

Parish of St. Mary's Maynooth
01-6293018

maynoothparishoffice@gmail.com

SVP Vincent's Shop
01-6289643
geraldinebyrne.east@svp.ie

facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064619179003

Zero Waste Maynooth
087-9949183
zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com

facebook.com/zerowastemaynooth

If you wish to have your Community contact added, updated or removed from the above listing please

e-mail: office@maynoothcep.com with “Community Contact” in the subject line.




