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In Full Bloom:  
Gardens that Celebrate Community,  

Wellbeing and Sustainable Living  
Announced for Landmark Year 

 
 

Breathtaking gardens, new horticulture  
features, and much more announced! 

 

Bord Bia Bloom returns Thursday, 
May 28th – Monday, June 1st 

Bord Bia Bloom has announced the gardening and 
horticulture line-up for its landmark 20th year, cer-
tain to impress green-fingered attendees. With 20 
spectacular Show Gardens from top Irish and inter-
national garden designers, 14 Postcard Gardens, 
17 plant nurseries and floral artists, two brand-new 
horticulture and gardening features, 35 interactive 
talks and demos on the Garden Stage and much 
more; Ireland’s largest gardening festival promises 
another buzzing five days in the Phoenix Park, Dublin. Commenting, Kerrie Gardiner, Show Gardens and Horticulture 
Content Manager for Bord Bia Bloom, said, “Bloom has always been about bringing people together and connecting 
them to nature, and this year’s programme really demonstrates that. This is a special year, as we mark 20 years of the 
festival, and we have added some exciting new gardening features that we think attendees will really enjoy. Our aim is 
to inspire people to implement concepts from Bloom within their personal gardens or communities.”  

Garden Designer Joe Eustace, Presenter Diarmuid Gavin, and Show 
Gardens and Horticulture Content Manager Kerrie Gardiner 

2026 Show Gardens  

The ‘Jewel in the Crown’ 
at Bloom 

The value of communities - and 
how to nurture it both locally and 
globally - is explored in Fingal Nur-
turing Communities Through Na-
ture, designed by Daibhí Mac 
Domhnaill and ÁIT team and spon-
sored by Fingal County Council 
alongside Shared Roots, Common 

Shade, designed by Oliver and Liat Schurmann and sponsored by the 
European Commission. Other designs focus on evolving family life, 
such as the Citroën Family Flexible Garden, designed by Joshua Fen-
ton and sponsored by Citroën Ireland as well as gardens that champion 
hands-on learning, like the I Can Create That Garden with Q102 de-
signed by Carleen Osborne. 

Wellbeing is another core theme at Bloom, with impactful gardens that 
focus on support, resilience and changing care structures, including 
Empowering at Every Step, 
designed by Robert Moore 
and sponsored by Marie 
Keating Foundation in as-
sociation with AstraZeneca 
and Gilead; Rooted in Re-
silience, designed by David 
Negus and sponsored by 
Myeloma Ireland, and The 
‘Future In Mind’ Garden, 
designed by Joe Eustace 
and sponsored by the Men-
tal Health Commission. A 
Moment for Myself, de-
signed by Kakha Gigauri 
and Michael...  

Rooted in Resilience by David Negus 

Continued on page 3 

Local History 

Kildare Local Studies will be hosting a talk  

demonstrating  some of the resources avail-

able pertinent to Maynooth and Maynooth 

850 celebrations. 

The talk will include a presentation of Rare 

Maynooth books, periodicals, postcards and 

photos that are normally housed in our Lo-

cal Studies special collections. The items 

will not be for lending but there will be a 

separate table at the talk with some items 

that are available for lending also.  

Venue: Maynooth Public Library, Main Street  

Date: Tuesday 16th  June  12pm - 1pm  

This is a Free event, but places are limited 

so advance booking is essential.  



Registered as a Charity in Ireland RCN # 20100063 - CHY # 21086 

 

The opinions and statements expressed in the articles are those of the 

contributors and not necessarily those of the Editorial Board. All 

materials to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter should be 

sent by e-mail or addressed to: 

The Editor, Maynooth Newsletter,  

Unit 10, Tesco S.C. Carton Retail Park, Maynooth, Co. Kildare. 

W23CT59 

Tel: 01-6285922 

E-mail: office@maynoothcep.com 

Website: www.maynoothcep.com 
 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the Editor, for publication, should be sent by  

e-mail to: editor@maynoothcep.com 
 

Mission Statement 

The Maynooth Newsletter is a community focused online publication 

available free to the people of Maynooth. It plays an important role in 

gathering together, recording and distributing community based news. 

We encourage all groups and individuals in the community to submit 

material to let us know about their activities and any upcoming events. 
 

The Newsletter exists for your enjoyment and we hope you continue to 

enjoy your monthly read and keep us informed of your activities. 

The Editorial Board endeavours to ensure independence and balance 

in the Newsletter content and reserves the right to omit/edit or abridge 

material which in its opinion might render the Newsletter as a 

promoter of sectional interests. 

In addition we undertake the following: 
 

 In the case of errors of fact we will publish corrections when we 

become aware of such. 

 In the case of unwittingly or unfairly impugning the reputation of 

any person we hereby offer that person the right to reply. 
 

Any contributor seeking further guidelines in this matter is invited to 

contact the Editorial Board. 

Copy date for receipt of articles is published in the Newsletter. We 

must stress that material submitted after the copy date cannot be 

accepted. 
 

Maynooth Newsletter Archives 

The management and staff of the Maynooth Community Employment 

Project started a project in March 2011 to acquire and digitise all 

available issues of the Maynooth Newsletter dating back to 1975. 

These back issues along with current issues are available by following 

the archive link on our webpage - www.maynoothcep.com.  

The Newsletter Archive can be viewed and searched in pdf format. In 

addition, there exists the capability to be able to search an entire year. 

Please be aware the single files associated with the year are larger 

and will take a little longer to load. 
 

The Archive provides an important historical footprint of the Town and 

records the community profile of Maynooth from the mid-seventies to 

the present day. We hope you enjoy using it and that it brings back 

memories of people, places and times and that it equally provides an 

interesting insight to the development of the town and university for 

newly arrived members of our community. 
 

Disclaimer 

While every care has been taken to display accurate information, 

Maynooth Newsletter will not be held responsible for any loss, 

damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy or 

error within. 

All information should be verified from an independent source. 

Editorial Board - Maynooth Newsletter 

Submission Date for July Edition is 5pm on 

23rd June 2026

Editorial  
 

With the backdrop of Maynooth 850 celebrations, the RTE Nationwide 
TV Programme filmed in Maynooth over two days in the middle of May 
for a twenty one minute programme that will be broadcast in July. As 
well as featuring both the history of Maynooth and the celebrations to 
mark Maynooth 850, the programme  takes a look at the town, our in-
stitutions and our community activities at this time. Having met the pro-
gramme producer in advance, it was interesting how they were able to 
take a sense of our town, from just a stroll down Main Street. I feel that 
many of us living here do not appreciate the vibe that Maynooth gives 
to visitors. Our well preserved Main Street and the centre of the town is 
probably the best preserved example of an 18th century planned land-
lord town in Ireland. The comments that we got back from the Nation-
wide team was that they could make several programmes on 
Maynooth, so maybe there will be a second episode sometime.   

For me there are some 
missing features in 
Maynooth that is a pity we 
do not have. Our only pub-
lic building of consequence 
was the Town Courthouse 
and Town Hall which was 
blown up by members of 
the IRA in May 1920 in or-
der to prevent it from being 
used by Government forc-
es. The building is first 
shown on the 1781 Thomas 
Sherrard Map of Maynooth.   

 

As the town of Maynooth was effectively laid out between 1750 and 
1800 to a design overseen by the 2nd Duke of Leinster, this building 
remained in the ownership of the Dukes, but it was never re-built. Im-
agine if it were still here! 

Other features that are sadly missing in Maynooth are pieces of public 
art. Having personally been involved in saving the Mill Wheel in Manor 
Mills and the conversion of the small pond into a public park over re-
cent decades, I think the next thing we need is some significant public 
art features. Interestingly, I note that as recent as last month (May 
2026), Kildare County Council announced that they were inviting ex-
pressions of interest for commissions for two public art works for New-
bridge Town Centre and the Sallins by-pass. They also provided an 
update on the public art project for Naas, which is intended to honour 
the town’s success in winning “Ireland’s Tidiest Town” in the Irish Busi-
ness Against Litter League. So, we need to put Maynooth on their ra-
dar for future projects.  

In the May editorial, we highlighted the range of events taking place 
last month in the town.  While June is not as busy with separate 
events, it is good to note that 
the “Picnic in the Park” is back 
again this year. Taking place on 
“Father’s Day” Sunday June 21, 
it is a very popular family event.  

This year will include a stand 
and the presence of the 
“Maynooth 850” group as part of 
their range of activities to cele-
brate this special anniversary 
year. So hopefully the one thing 
that helps to make this year’s 
picnic as successful as previous 
years comes along as well – 
Sunshine.  

While many of our post-primary students are already enjoying their 
long summer break, for two years students there are exams. The 
Leaving and Junior Certificate exams begin on June 3rd and are held 
throughout this month.  On behalf of the Maynooth Newsletter, we wish 
every student our best wishes for whichever exams that they are do-
ing. While exams are important they are only part of the journey of life. 
As Henry Ford said   “The whole secret of a successful life is to find 
out what is one’s destiny to do, and then do it.” 
 

Paul Croghan 

Editor 

 

 

Town Courthouse and Town Hall blown up 21 May 1920     
(image courtesy of the Leinster Leader Newspaper) 
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...and sponsored by Leaf 2 Leaf Landscapes, also highlights how small, 

daily habits can support overall health and wellness. 

Environmental stewardship is also evident across this year’s pro-

gramme, with gardens highlighting climate, circular living, and biodiver-

sity. These include Met Éireann’s 90th Anniversary: Past, Present and 

Future, designed by Paul Dunne and Padraic Woods and sponsored by 

Met Éireann; ‘Recycled, Reused and Refilled’ Sculptural Garden, de-

signed by James Purdy and sponsored by Repak and Alltar, designed 

by Jack Donovan, Bord Bia Bloom Cultivating Talent Winner which will 

celebrate nature ‘on the margins’. 

Sustainable food systems including organic farming and local producer 

networks are brought to the fore in Nature in Balance, designed by Lin-

da McKeown and sponsored by Bord Bia and the Department of Agri-

culture, Food and the Marine, alongside Where Trust Takes Root, de-

signed by Scott D. Renwick and sponsored by Marks & Spencer. 

Meanwhile, there’s plenty of design inspiration for gardens of every 

size. Bord Bia’s ‘Easy Steps to Dream Gardens’ (which enables people 

to recreate their own Show Garden at home) returns this year with a 

fresh twist. The Celebrity Dream Garden, inspired by Brendan Court-

ney, designed by Declan McKenna and sponsored by Bord Bia, will 

bring the presenter’s dream garden to life. There are also three balcony 

gardens which demonstrate how to maximise outdoor space, including 

The Master Gardener’s Balcony, designed by Debbie Brophy; The 

Plant Collector’s Balcony, designed by Tom Bradford; and The Bird-

watcher’s Balcony, de-

signed by Barry Ka-

vanagh and sponsored 

by RTÉ Radio 1 and 

Mooney Goes Wild. At-

tendees can also take a 

trip down memory lane 

with the 20th Edition 

Bloom Gallery Garden, 

designed by Maeve 

O’Neill in collaboration 

with Bloom partners.  

 

Highlights for garden lovers at Bloom 

The popular Postcard Gardens, supported by Tirlán CountryLife will re-

turn to Bloom. Built in one day by community groups nationwide, 14 de-

signs will showcase imaginative spaces on topics like native bat habi-

tats, growing community and belonging through gardening, and cele-

brating biodiversity in rural locations. The full list can be found online. 

Meanwhile 17 plant nurseries and floral artists will exhibit in the Nurse-

ry Village, in association with Smartfence, where attendees can meet 

expert growers and representatives, while purchasing quality, specialist 

plants. The Botanical Hub Demo Space in association with Tanners Fo-

liage will be back with live demonstrations and hands-on workshops. 

Visitors can also expect the return of the popular Ask the Expert Plant 

and Tree Clinics, the Garden Design Clinic, and Plant Créche. 

New horticultural features introduced to the festival this year are the 

Make Your Mark Market, which will see some of Ireland’s most talented 

growers come together to showcase fresh, seasonal produce, and the 

launch of the Plants 

Showcase, where 

leading nurseries and 

plant breeders nation-

wide will offer an in-

spiring first look at the 

colours, forms and 

resilience shaping the 

future of Irish garden-

ing. 

The Garden Stage 

sponsored by Sunrise 

will host 35 talks from 

leading horticultural 

experts such as Diarmuid Gavin, Adam Frost (BBC Gardener’s World), 

TJ Maher (Patthana Gardens), Peter Dowdall (The Irish Gardener), 

Ealma Purcell (The Poppy Garden), Jimi Blake (Huntingbrook Gar-

dens), Niall McAuley (Niall Gardens), Harrison Gardner (TV Presenter 

& Eco-Builder) and Marie Staunton. Presenters David Maxwell (BBC 

Radio Ulster ‘Gardener’s Corner’), Kitty Scully (RTÉ One’s Home-

grown) and award-winning designer and columnist Leonie Cornelius 

will MC the lively discussions over the five-day festival. 

At the Horticulture is Life exhibit in the Food Village, Bord Bia, the De-

partment of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, and Teagasc will demon-

strate how each of the agencies work to support the Irish horticultural 

industry and growers to deliver top quality, local, sustainable produce 

and plants. Horticulture is Life is located next to the Eat Well Gar-

den which will showcase a range of fruit, vegetable and amenity plants. 

Here attendees can participate in regular walk ‘n’ talk sessions to learn 

about a range of topics, from organic production to managing key 

pests. In addition, a series of ‘Polytunnel Talks’ will take place over the 

five days of Bloom covering all aspects of gardening. 

 

Tickets 

Bord Bia Bloom will take place in the Phoenix Park, Dublin from Thurs-

day, May 28th to Monday, June 1st from 9am-6pm each day. Tickets 

are priced at €35 per adult, €30 for concessions (plus booking fee). Up 

to two children aged 16 and under can enter for free with every adult 

ticket (additional child tickets €5 (plus booking fee)) making Bloom a 

great day out for all the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To discover the full event programme, visit bordbiabloom.com or follow 

@bordbiabloom on Facebook, Instagram and Tik Tok 

Continued from front page 
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Every Saturday morning, something special happens on Court House 

Square. 

People stop for “just a quick look” and end up staying far longer than 

planned. There are home-baked cakes, organic veg, farm fresh eggs, 

artwork and beautiful handmade pieces, but the real magic of the mar-

ket is the people behind the stalls. 

Week after week, talented local makers and small businesses bring 

warmth, personality and community spirit to the heart of Maynooth and 

create an atmosphere that feels genuinely special, particularly on the 

mornings when the Square fills with music and conversation. 

What started as a small local initiative has grown into a vibrant weekly 

market and community space that so many people now look forward to 

as part of their weekend. 

For the past two years, Maynooth Market has been run by a very small 

number of volunteers behind the scenes. We’ve supported local mak-

ers and small businesses, answered hundreds of vendor enquiries, 

helped traders navigate casual trading licence applications and built 

the market’s social media presence from scratch, with our posts now 

reaching more than 25,000 people every month across Instagram and 

Facebook. 

But the reality is that the market now needs more behind-the-scenes 

support to keep growing and improving. A community market only 

works when the community is part of making it happen. 

 

How You Can Help 

That’s why we’re looking for new volunteers to join the team. We’d es-

pecially love to hear from people interested in helping with: 

 Social media, photography, graphics, or video 

 Vendor enquiries 

 Funding applications 

 General organisation and administration behind the scenes 

You don’t need years of experience. Enthusiasm, reliability and a will-

ingness to help go a very long way. 

For anyone interested in communications, marketing, events or com-

munity initiatives, it’s also a brilliant opportunity to gain hands-on expe-

rience while working alongside fantastic local vendors, community 

groups and a supportive network of people who genuinely care about 

Maynooth. 

 

What’s Next for the Market 

As we head into the summer, we’re really excited about the upcoming 

season. There’s nowhere better than Court House Square on a sunny 

Saturday morning when the market is buzzing with music, conversation 

and community spirit. We have a special festival market planned for the 

summer months, along with more giveaways and family-friendly mo-

ments. 

That vibrant community spirit was on full display in May, when we were 

delighted to welcome: 

Comhaltas Maynooth for special Fleadh performances. 

 LudoSport Kildare, who made a dazzling debut with action-

packed lightsaber combat demonstrations that drew a fantastic crowd. 

 The Maynooth Cycling Campaign offering trishaw rides. 

 Maynooth Education Campus PTA reps who were on the 

Square managing number collection for the Maynooth 5k/10k. 

 Maynooth Community Library sharing information about their 

events and services. 

 

Be Part of It! 

If you’ve ever visited the market and thought, “this is such a good thing 

for the town,” this is your sign to get involved. A few hours of your time 

can make a massive difference in keeping the market alive and buzz-

ing. 

We would love to welcome you to the team. Get in touch today by 

emailing maynoothlocalmarket@gmail.com or send us a DM on Insta-

gram @themaynoothlocalmarket.  

Help Us Keep Maynooth Market Going Strong 

mailto:maynoothlocalmarket@gmail.com








   

 

 

 

Maynooth, Co. Kildare 

St. Mary's Brass and Reed Academy Band made a return visit to the 

National Band Championships in Ardee on Saturday 9th May where 

they secured third place last year. Based on that experience the Band 

worked really hard to improve on that placing all of which paid divi-

dends with the Band taking first place in their section as well as win-

ning prizes for Best March, Best Own Choice and best Brass Section. 

This was an outstanding result for the Band in only their second com-

petition ever. Although, because of this win, they will be moving up to 

a higher grade next year, we have no doubt that they will have their 

sights set on more prizes. 

The Senior Band will be competing in the South of Ireland Band 

Championships in Clonakilty County Cork in July where they also won 

a host of prizes last year and they too will be setting their sights on 

bringing back more silver to the Bandroom in Maynooth. 

On Friday 11th September the Band will be heading to the Bad Orb 

International Music Festival in Germany where they will join bands 

from all over Europe in this magical musical extravaganza and flying 

the Tricolour as the only Irish Band taking part. 

In between the Band will be giving Summer recitals in Leixlip, Cel-

bridge and Kilcock as well as Culture Night in the Square in Maynooth 

on Friday 18th September.  

Hopefully these successes will encourage musicians in Maynooth and 

the surrounding areas to come and join the Band where age is no re-

striction as you can see in the photo of the Academy Band. You can 

contact us on Facebook or stmarysbandmaynooth@gmail.com. 

More Success for Maynooth Band 

Maynooth Fights back against the Dark Side 

Ludosport Kildare recently visited the Maynooth Local Market at Court 

House Square to launch their new Academy. Instructors Aaron Spierin 

and Brian Doran spent a sunny Saturday afternoon demonstrating light 

saber fighting techniques and even gave some locals a chance to try it 

out for themselves. 

Aaron and Brian started out at the 

Dublin Academy and recently had 

the opportunity to open a branch 

closer to home in Maynooth. 

Light saber dueling is designed for 

all backgrounds, fitness levels and 

ages (from 12 up), with a strong 

community aspect. It was created in 

Italy in 2006 and came to Ireland in 

2015. There are events and compe-

titions, both nationally and interna-

tionally. In fact, Aaron is a National 

champion himself. 

Club members Rita and David were 

also in attendance. Rita found light 

saber dueling to be a great way to 

get fit and healthy again after an in-

jury land David, told us about how he 

got involved in the sport as a way to 

spend time with his 12 year old 

daughter. Six years later and the 

whole family has joined up. 

Ludosport Kildare can be found at 

the Maynooth University North Cam-

pus on Saturdays from 10am to 

2pm. You don’t need to have any 

special equipment to start out as 

they have all the sabers and safety 

gear at the training center. Also, the first class is free! 

 

 

Maynooth University North Campus  

W23 X3X8   

Kildare@ludosport.net  

A contender takes on the national champion 

Aaron recruiting the next generation to the 

light side 

Brian wielding the double-ended sabre 

 

Rita and Brian clash with staff and dual short sabers 

mailto:stmarysbandmaynooth@gmail.com.
https://www.ludosportireland.ie/




Northern Ireland’s Parliament Buildings are situated in the Stormont Es-
tate, east of Belfast.  The name Stormont probably originates from a large 
Georgian house, ‘Storm Mount’, which was built on this site in the 1830s 
for Reverend John Cleland (1755-1834).  John had been tutor to young 
Lord Castlereagh, land agent for Londonderry estates, then later a local 
magistrate and acquired Stormont Estate by marrying the daughter of the 
previous owner. In 1858, John Cleland’s grandson had the exterior rede-
signed in a Scottish Baronial style with turrets and castellations. Its exten-
sion included a ballroom, reception rooms and fourteen family bedrooms 
and was now known as Stormont Castle.  In 1893 the Cleland family went 
to live abroad and, in 1921, the newly established Government of Northern 
Ireland bought the castle and 235 acres of adjoining land for £15,000. 

Today, known simply as Stormont, Parliament Buildings is purpose-built 
for the present Northern Ireland Assembly. There were plans to have three 
separate structures on the same site.  This proved to be too expensive 
and hence the reason why the plural ‘buildings’ is used today even though 
Stormont stands on its own. It originally was needed after the 1920 Gov-
ernment of Ireland Act divided Ireland into two self-governing entities 
Northern Ireland and Southern Ireland. In 1932 Edward, Prince of Wales, 
who became King Edward VIII and later abdicated, opened the newly cre-
ated parliament.  

The Prince of Wales Avenue, commonly known as ‘The Mile’, is lined with 
305 red-twigged lime trees, and leads up to this neoclassical style con-
struction, which cost £1.7 million. It has six entrance pillars and six sto-
reys, representing the number of counties in Northern Ireland, and is 365 
feet long.  This was a deliberate design choice by architect Sir Arnold 
Thornely – one foot for every day of the year. There were two separate 
chambers, the blue-benched rectangular Northern Ireland House of Com-
mons and the smaller red-benched Senate.  The House of Commons was 
originally supposed to have green benches like the ones in Westminster, 
London but this was considered to be inappropriate.  The main hall, known 
as The Great Hall, has a large gold-plated chandelier, which was a gift 
from King George V. 

During World War II the Senate chamber was used as the Royal Air Force 
Operations Room and it was during this period that the building’s exterior 
Portland stone was painted with a mixture of bitumen and cow manure for 
camouflage. As a result, Stormont was never bombed but it proved ex-
tremely difficult to remove the mixture which had scarred the stonework.  
The removal took seven years but it has never regained its original white 
colour.  Some of the paint still remains on unseen parts and in the inner 
courtyard.                     

The building’s use for the Parliament of Northern Ireland was suspended 
in 1972, then two years later it served as a venue for the short-lived Sun-
ningdale Power-Sharing Executive. Until 1998 it acted as the headquarters 
of the Northern Ireland Civil Service and, between 1982 and 1986, Parlia-
ment Buildings was the seat of the ‘rolling-devolution’ assembly. 

In 1990, Sinn Féin suggested that there should be a new parliament build-
ing as the original one was too associated with unionist rule.  No one else 
supported this demand and the new Northern Ireland Assembly used it as 
its permanent home. 

In 1995, the entire House of Commons chamber was destroyed by fire.  
Blamed on an electrical fault in the wiring below the Speaker’s chair, many 
believed it was arson.  Its destruction allowed for a modern, less confron-
tational chamber to be built. This chamber with its horseshoe seating ar-
rangement is used by the power-sharing Northern Ireland Assembly, 
which was established under 1998’s Belfast Agreement.  The Senate 
Chamber remains unchanged and is now used as a committee room.  This 
new legislative body uses the Parliament Buildings to debate proposals for 
laws and it suggests amendments. 

Meanwhile Stormont Castle, southeast of Parliament Buildings, is a mere 
two-minute drive away and served as the official residence of Northern Ire-
land’s Prime Minister Sir James Craig until 1940.  Subsequent Prime Min-
isters just had offices there and it was, until 1972, a meeting place for the 
Northern Ireland cabinet.  The Castle is now home to the Northern Ireland 
Executive.  Made up of eight ministers who are in charge of government 

departments, it is responsible for delivering all public services such as 
health and education.  It also contains the office for the First Minister, 
Michelle O’Neill, and one for the Deputy First Minister, Emma Little-
Pengelly. 

The Speaker’s House, now known as Stormont House, to the right of Stor-
mont Castle, was built in 1926 and was part of the redevelopment of Stor-
mont Estate.  It was the official home of the Speaker of Northern Ireland’s 
House of Commons from 1926 – 1972, when the Northern Ireland Govern-
ment was abolished.  A number of Prime Ministers lived there and it was 
later the headquarters of the Northern Ireland Office until 2022. 

Stormont Estate also includes two historic summerhouses, gate lodges, 
cottages and glasshouses.  Today, many people enjoy walking through its 
attractive woodland and parkland, admiring its many different features 

Stormont Covered in Manure 
 

By Cheryl Devaney 

Military Graveyard, Dublin 
 

Rose bushes brighten headstones 

in regimented rows of grey: 

Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders, 

forgetting Culloden and Clearances; 

Australians, New Zealanders, 

South Africans, Canadians 

bleeding for distant Empress or King, 

and, from this fractured island, 

side by side, Inniskillings moulder 

with Connaught Rangers, Dublin Fusiliers. 
 

How many varied ranks lie here: 

dragoons, lancers, gunners, sailors, 

airmen climbing to the stars, 

captains, lieutenants, chaplains, 

generals with quadruple names, 

a ‘Boy’ with none at all, 

army wives and children,  

serving, ‘Wherever right and glory leads’,  

in defence of an empire 

on which the sun never set. 
 

After the endless wars, all’s now peaceful, 

so that a worker’s sit-on mower 

accentuates the silence – 

And look! Beneath those evergreens, 

a blackbird, half decayed, reminder of 

that poet who mourned our 1916 poets, 

then died at Ypres, far from quiet Slane,  

and of that Dublin poet,  

fighting for small nations’ freedom, 

who died at Ginchy on the Somme.   

Patrick Devaney        





Top French Award for Irish Academic 

 

Roscrea native and resident of Kilcock Co. Kildare, Eamon Maher 
has just been awarded the top academic accolade of the French 
Government. 

A wonderful celebration took place re-
cently at the French Ambassador's Resi-
dence in Dublin. The reason for this aus-
picious occasion was the elevation of Dr. 
Eamon Maher, Lecturer in the School of 
Tourism and Hospitality Management, 
Technological University Dublin, to the 
rank of Commandeur dans l’Ordre des 
Palmes Académiques by the French Am-
bassador to Ireland, Céline Place. 

The Ordre des Palmes Académiques is 
one of the oldest civil honours bestowed 
by the French Republic, dating back to 
1808, and the rank of Commandeur is 
the highest level of this academic acco-
lade.   

In her speech, Ambassador Place high-
lighted Eamon's outstanding contribution to academia and in particular, 
his contribution to Franco-Irish relations, his distinguished scholarship 
through publications and research supervision, and his remarkable com-
mitment to promoting French language and culture in Ireland. The Am-
bassador warmly noted that she could think of no more deserving recipi-
ent of this incredible award, than Eamon. 

The very pleasant ceremony took place in the beautiful surroundings of 
the Ambassador’s residence in warm evening sunshine and was attend-
ed by a number of Eamon’s colleagues from TU Dublin, past and pre-
sent, some of Eamon's former teaching colleagues from Clongowes 
Wood College, his sons and daughter, sister, and many friends, neigh-
bours and relations. 

Dr. Eamon Maher 

Photo by Kevin Griffin 









Events  for  Adults  
 

Luain Press Poetry Café 

Tuesday 2 June, 6.00pm  - 7.00pm  

Our June meeting will be the last hosted by Lee Sheridan in 
Maynooth. We'd like to thank the Maynooth Community Library for fa-
cilitating the meetings over the last number of years. Meetings will 
continue in September, and will be hosted by several members of the 
current group. Once again, all are welcome to attend to discuss their 
own poetry or the poetry of others, as well as chat and engage in cre-
ative writing. See you there! 

 

Age Friendly Coffee Morning    

Wednesday 10  June, 10.00am - 11.30am    

As part of our Age Friendly Programme, drop in for a cup of tea/coffee 
and a chat with library staff and find out more about the libraries 
online and other services.         

*Drop In. No booking required*    

 

Library eServices Demonstration 

Wednesday 10 June, 10:00am - 11:30am 

Staff will demonstrate and answer questions about Kildare Library 
Service apps and websites which are free to download. These apps/
websites give users access to eBooks, eAudiobooks, digital newspa-
pers and magazines, language learning and more! Drop in - no book-
ing necessary. 

 

Housing  and Homelessness  Supports Information Clinic  

Monday 15 June, 2.00pm - 4.00pm  

Looking for advice on homelessness and housing supports? Visit this 
Kildare County Council drop-in clinic in Maynooth Community Library 
to learn about the supports available. *Drop in*   
 

 

 

 

Groups and Clubs        
 

Maynooth Community Library Craft Club       

The Library Craft Club meets every Monday, 11.30am - 1.00pm 

(except on Bank Holidays).       

Bring something you are working on, and exchange ideas and skills 

with this social craft group.        

  

Baby and Toddler Group        

Every Thursday,  10.00am - 11.00am        

  

If you have a young baby or toddler and would like to meet other par-

ents or minders in the area, come to our stay and play group every 

Thursday morning at 10am. *No need to book, just drop in!*      

  

Origami Club for Adults      

Thursday 18 June, 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm      

What can you do with a piece of paper and your imagination? Join us 

for an evening of happy folding, mindfulness and creativity at 

Maynooth Community Library on the third Thursday of each month.* 

Drop in. No booking required *     

  

Exhibitions   
 

If you are a local artist or art group and would like to book our exhibi-

tion space, please contact us. Maynooth Community Library’s Exhibi-

tion Space is available to host exhibitions from April  2027. To be 

placed on a waiting list to use the exhibition space in 2026, or for 

booking enquiries, please email maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.  

Why not register for the Kildare Library Service events newslet-

ter here: Newsletter Subscribe Form  

 

Kildare Planning Applications for Maynooth Area 
Planning Applications received from 27/03/2026 to 20/05/2026  

Information from Kildare County Council Website 

App # Authority Applicant Name Development Address App Date 

2660523  Kildare County Council  Cormac Dodd Eimear Con-

nolly  

11 Lyreen Lawn, Mariavilla , Maynooth, Co. Kildare  19/05/2026  

2660492  Kildare County Council  Cairn Homes Properties Ltd.  Lands located to the east of Linden Demesne, west of 

the R157 and south of Dunboyne Road within the town-

land of Maynooth, Maynooth, Co. Kildare  

06/05/2026  

2660481  Kildare County Council  Jonathan O'Neill  Barrogstown, Maynooth, Co. Kildare  01/05/2026  

2660471  Kildare County Council  Paul and Siobhan Turley  18 Limetree Hall, Dublin Road, Maynooth, Co. Kildare  29/04/2026  

https://seu2.cleverreach.com/f/216589-225636/
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#






We step into June with high hopes of a warm, 
dry summer at the shelter, and look forward to 
watching the dogs enjoy the new sights, sounds 
and smells that nature delivers at this time of 
year.  Morning walks enriched with abundant 
flora and wildlife activity around the hedges pro-
vide an added dose of mental stimulation for 
our dogs, which is hugely beneficial to their 
wellbeing.  

Work at the shelter is predominantly outdoors, and so the longer sum-
mer days are welcomed by volunteers and dogs, especially the 
sighthounds who enjoy nothing more than an afternoon lounging on 
their sunbeds. We are rarely without sighthounds at the shelter, espe-
cially greyhounds and lurchers and most arrive with backgrounds of 
hardship.  Despite this, these gentle and sensitive creatures often re-
spond well to affection and can form close bonds with volunteers.  Last 
month we introduced our beautiful black greyhound, Ethel and this 
month we are introducing two more sighthounds in the shape of the 
strikingly handsome Jasper, and the super resilient Nina.   

Meet JASPER 

This four-year-old Lurcher came into our care last 
November and really is the most expressive and 
affectionate boy.  Curious and playful, he relishes 
in one-to-one attention from volunteers and would 
definitely like to be an only dog.   Although he 

loves his humans 
Jasper has strug-
gled with reactivi-
ty towards some 
dogs and it will 
require patience 
and lots of positive reinforcement to 
help him overcome this.  We believe 
Jasper will thrive and make a wonder-
ful companion in the right setting.  

  

Meet NINA 

It will be a special person or family that 
opens their heart and home to this impres-
sive brindle lurcher who has already en-
dured a leg amputation in her young life… 
but don’t think for a second that this has bro-
ken her spirit or stride.  Nina enjoys her gar-
den zoomies as much as any other dog!  
She is currently enjoy-
ing life with one of our 
foster carers, who is 
full of praise for this 

remarkable girl.  Her fosterer has taught her 
some basic commands and tells us that Nina’s 
favourite game is fetch.  Nina is gentle and so-
ciable – the perfect ingredients for a wonderful 
companion.  

If you are interested in further information on ei-
ther Jasper or Nina, please click on the link below, where you can read 
their full profiles and also read about the other animals in our care.  

https://www.kwwspca.ie/adopt-a-dog 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

A huge thank you to all who attended our Fashion Pop-up and Spring 
Fair in Newbridge last month, we are very grateful for your support.   

 

PAWmerstown AT THE MANOR - Saturday June 6th, 2026.  

KWWSPCA is proud to be the chosen charity partner for this wonderful 
dog festival set in the glorious manor gardens of the Palmerstown 
House Estate, Johnstown, Co. Kildare.  Back for its second year after 
a sell-out inaugural event last summer, this really is a dog lovers 
dream day out. Tickets are available at https://www.followfoxevents.ie/
pawmerstown  

The KWWSPCA is a registered charity, no. CHY 6280 and can be con-
tacted at kwwspca@gmail.com.  All our details can be found at 
www.kwwspca.ie.  

https://www.kwwspca.ie/adopt-a-dog
https://www.followfoxevents.ie/pawmerstown
https://www.followfoxevents.ie/pawmerstown
mailto:kwwspca@gmail.com
http://www.kwwspca.ie




















 
 

Call: 01 620 3232 

Email: office@keanewindows.ie 

www.keanewindows.ie 

Opening Hours 

Monday – Friday: 9:00am – 5:00pm 

Saturday: 10:00am – 4:00pm 

Sunday – Bank Holidays: 12:00 noon – 4:00pm 

 

UNIT 1, TRINITY COURT, 

FONTHILL INDUSTRIAL PARK 

DUBLIN 22  

 
Showroom Open 7 Days a Week! 

Thinking of replacing your PVC Windows? 

Apply for  

Finance Now 

Get Approval 

Online Today 

 

 Supply and Installation of Blinds 

 Roller Vertical Venetian Roman Velux 

 Home Consultations 

 Professional Service with Competitive Prices 

 Over 14 years experience in Window Blinds 

Mobile: 085 7338847  

Phone:  01 - 6210100  

Email:gerardmaloneblinds@gmail.com 

www.gerardmaloneblinds.com 

Follow me on facebook 

 

 

Arts and Minds 

Maynooth University’s annual celebration of the best in 

Irish and international arts and culture has returned for it’s 

fifth year since kicking off in 2022. 

The largest and most diverse to date, 

this year’s festival featured performanc-

es by the Irish National Opera, movie 

screenings with acclaimed directors, 

live music performances, Irish-

language arts events, and literary dis-

cussion and readings with world-

famous authors. 

Among the most notable events were The Blindboy Live 
Podcast Show, Mundy, the Maynooth University Chamber 
Choir and a sensory tour of Maynooth Castle. 



 

BRADY’S CLOCKHOUSE 

BAR - LOUNGE - RESTAURANT 
 

Live Bands every Saturday & Sunday 
 

Table Quiz every Monday night at 9.30pm 
 

Like us on Facebook 

 

@BradysClockhouseMaynooth 

e-mail: info@clockhouse.ie 

Web: www.clockhouse.ie - Tel: 01-5054725

Great Food Served 7 Days 



 

Link to the Archive: www.maynoothcep.com 

 Maynooth Community Employment Project  

Producing the Maynooth Newsletter 

Memories From the Archives   

1986 



Maynooth Community Contacts Listing 
Naoise Ó Cearúil TD 

086 7280050 

naoise.ocearuil@oireachtas.ie 

facebook.com/naoiseocearuil/ 

Réada Cronin T.D. 

01-6183823 

reada.cronin@oireachtas.ie 

facebook.com/ReadaCroninSinnFein 

James Lawless T.D. 

01-6183587 

james.lawless@oireachtas.ie 

facebook.com/JamesLawlessFF/ 

Joe Neville TD 

086-6062207  

joe.neville@oireachtas.ie 

Cllr. Tim Durkan 

086-8632784 

tim.durkan321@gmail.com 

Cllr. Angela Feeney 

087-2381962 

angelaemfeeney@gmail.com 

facebook.com/cllrangelafeeney/ 

Cllr. Peter Melrose  

089 263 7612 

peter.melrose@socialdemocrats.ie   

Cllr. Donna Phelan 

0870023636 

dphelan@kildarecoco.ie 

Cllr. Paul Ward 

087 2294697 

cllrpaulward@gmail.com 

An Nuadha Players 

annuadhaplayers@gmail.com 

facebook.com/annuadha 

An Post Sorting Office Maynooth 

01-6293390 

 

Brass & Reed Band (St Mary's) 

sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie 

facebook.com/maynoothband/ 

Cemetery Committee (Laraghbryan) 

01-6293018 

Church of Ireland 

01-6292163 

secretary@meath.anglican.org 

Citizen Information Centre 

0818078100  

maynooth@citinfo.ie 

Cloth Nappy Library Ireland 

087-9949183 

zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com 

facebook.com/NappyLibraryIreland 

Community Welfare Services 

0818607080 

Kildarecws@welfare.ie 

Employment Office  

01-6106000 

bo.maynooth@welfare.ie 

Kildare County Council 

045 - 980200 

customerservice@kildarecoco.ie 

Kildare Civil Defence 

045 980529 

pmcneela@kildarecoco.ie 

Kildare County Council (Local Office)  

01 - 6286236 

Kildare MABS 

0818072600 

kildare@mabs.ie 

Maynooth Autism Friendly Town  

0863329050 

autismfriendlytownmaynooth@gmail.com 

facebook.com/maynoothaft 

Maynooth Employment Services Office 

Kelly’s Lane, Maynooth 

01-6016360 

EstMaynooth@welfare.ie 

Maynooth Post Office 

01-6286259 

Maynooth Community Care Unit 

01-6106351 

Maynooth Community Church 

Office: 01 5054990 

Email: office@maynoothcc.org 

Web. www.maynoothcc.org 

Maynooth Community Library 

01-6285530 

maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.  

facebook.com/

KildareCountyLibraryService 

Maynooth Cycling Campaign 

086-8252934 

Maynoothcycling@gmail.com 

www.maynoothcyclingcampaign.com 

Maynooth Fishing Club  

01-6293202 

info@maynoothfisheries.com 

Maynooth GAA Club 

secretary.maynooth.kildare@gaa.ie 

facebook.com/maynoothgaa/ 

Maynooth Health Centre 

01-6106130 

Maynooth Kilcock Lions 

clubcontact@maynoothkilcocklionsclub.org 

facebook.com/MaynoothKilcockLionsClub/ 

Maynooth Library 

01-6285530 

Maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie 

Maynooth Newsletter 

01-6285922 

office@maynoothcep.com 

facebook.com/MCEPnewsletter 

Maynooth Senior Citizens 

maynoothseniorcitizens@gmail.com 

Maynooth Tidy Towns 

083 304 6130 

maynoothtidytowns@outlook.ie 

facebook.com/MaynoothTidyTowns 

Maynooth Town Football Club 

086-1060654 

info@maynoothtownfc.ie 

facebook.com/MTFC1969/ 

Maynooth Students Union 

01-7083669 

frontdesk@msu.ie 

facebook.com/MaynoothSU 

North Kildare Club 

01-6103909 

info@northkildareclub.ie 

North Kildare Tennis Club 

info@northkildaretennis.ie 

Parish of St. Mary's Maynooth 

01-6293018 

maynoothparishoffice@gmail.com 

SVP Vincent's Shop 

01-6289643 

geraldinebyrne.east@svp.ie 

facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064619179003 

Zero Waste Maynooth 

087-9949183 

zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com 

facebook.com/zerowastemaynooth 

If you wish to have your Community contact added, updated or removed from the above listing please 

e-mail: office@maynoothcep.com with “Community Contact” in the subject line. 

tel:086-6062207
http://https.www.facebook.com/cllrangelafeeney/
mailto:sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie

