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           St. Patrick’s Day Gallery  Pages: 22,23,24,25. 

Maynooth Celebrates in Style  
For the 41st St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

 

Medieval Maynooth Brings 850 Years of History to Life 
 

St. Patrick’s Day in Maynooth once again proved why it remains the largest community event in the town, as  

thousands of people lined the streets for the 41st Maynooth St. Patrick’s Day Parade. This year’s theme, “Medieval 

Maynooth – Celebrating 850 Years”, marked the town’s remarkable milestone and brought a wonderful sense of  

history and celebration to the parade route. From Straffan Road through Main Street and finishing on Dublin Road, the 

town was packed with families, visitors and local groups who came together to celebrate our shared community. 

Floats, music, performers and hundreds of participants filled the streets, with groups embracing the medieval theme in 

imaginative and colourful ways. Knights, castles, banners and historical characters appeared throughout the parade, 

reminding everyone of Maynooth’s deep connection to its past. It was a fantastic atmosphere from start to finish, with 

the town buzzing with pride and celebration. 

A Community Effort 
 
 

Events like this do not happen without the dedication of a large number of  

Volunteers and community groups who work behind the scenes for months to 

bring the parade together. A huge thank you goes to the Parade Committee 

and Volunteers, particularly: Donna Phelan, Paul Croghan, Patricia Moynan, Gerry 

Quinn, Catherine Carton, Gerard Roache and Steve McCarthy.Their commitment 

and hard work helped deliver another memorable day for the town. Thanks also to 

Maynooth Community Employment Project (MCEP) and John Howell for 

their continued support behind the scenes. A special mention must go to 

Maynooth Autism Friendly Town, who once again provided a Quiet Zone 

along the parade route, ensuring the event was welcoming and accessi-

ble for everyone. Entertainment throughout the day was fantastic, with 

performers including Terri Fierce and the fire breathers and the talented 

face painters bringing colour and excitement to the town. Willie Kiernan en-

sured everything sounded as good as it looked, while our MCs Paul Croghan and 

Paul Daly kept the crowds entertained and informed throughout the parade. Paul 

Croghan announced that it was his last year MC-ing the event and we’re extremely appreciative of Paul’s contribution to the parade 

and the town over decades.  
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The opinions and statements expressed in the articles are those of the 

contributors and not necessarily those of the Editorial Board. All 

materials to be included in the next edition of the Newsletter should be 

sent by e-mail or addressed to: 

The Editor, Maynooth Newsletter,  

Unit 10, Tesco S.C. Carton Retail Park, Maynooth, Co. Kildare. 

W23CT59 

Tel: 01-6285922 

E-mail: office@maynoothcep.com 

Website: www.maynoothcep.com 
 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the Editor, for publication, should be sent by  

e-mail to: editor@maynoothcep.com 
 

Mission Statement 

The Maynooth Newsletter is a community focused online publication 

available free to the people of Maynooth. It plays an important role in 

gathering together, recording and distributing community based news. 

We encourage all groups and individuals in the community to submit 

material to let us know about their activities and any upcoming events. 
 

The Newsletter exists for your enjoyment and we hope you continue to 

enjoy your monthly read and keep us informed of your activities. 

The Editorial Board endeavours to ensure independence and balance 

in the Newsletter content and reserves the right to omit/edit or abridge 

material which in its opinion might render the Newsletter as a promoter 

of sectional interests. 

In addition we undertake the following: 
 

 In the case of errors of fact we will publish corrections when we 

become aware of such. 

 In the case of unwittingly or unfairly impugning the reputation of 

any person we hereby offer that person the right to reply. 
 

Any contributor seeking further guidelines in this matter is invited to 

contact the Editorial Board. 

Copy date for receipt of articles is published in the Newsletter. We 

must stress that material submitted after the copy date cannot be 

accepted. 
 

Maynooth Newsletter Archives 

The management and staff of the Maynooth Community Employment 

Project started a project in March 2011 to acquire and digitise all 

available issues of the Maynooth Newsletter dating back to 1975. 

These back issues along with current issues are available by following 

the archive link on our webpage - www.maynoothcep.com.  

The Newsletter Archive can be viewed and searched in pdf format. In 

addition, there exists the capability to be able to search an entire year. 

Please be aware the single files associated with the year are larger 

and will take a little longer to load. 
 

The Archive provides an important historical footprint of the Town and 

records the community profile of Maynooth from the mid-seventies to 

the present day. We hope you enjoy using it and that it brings back 

memories of people, places and times and that it equally provides an 

interesting insight to the development of the town and university for 

newly arrived members of our community. 
 

Disclaimer 

While every care has been taken to display accurate information, 

Maynooth Newsletter will not be held responsible for any loss, 

damage or inconvenience caused as a result of any inaccuracy or 

error within. 

All information should be verified from an independent source. 

Editorial Board - Maynooth Newsletter 

Submission Date for May Edition is 5pm on 

23rd April 2026 

Editorial 

Does anyone still enjoy using the first day of April to play practical jokes on 

their friends and others? The origin of “April Fools Day” as it is called is un-

known, but it could go back to the fourteenth century. I could have used it as 

an excuse to make up this month’s editorial. Instead, I encourage you to play 

some NICE JOKES on your friends that day and help to continue the tradition 

that has already lasted for many centuries.  

What is not a joke is the current unstable world we live in. Nobody is immune 

from the impact of war even if it is taking place relatively far away.  In the 

past five years wars in Ukraine, Israel/Palestine and more recently Iran and 

the surrounding Countries, shows that peace can never be taken for granted. 

Wars are now primarily fought at night using drones and missiles. We are 

lucky to be living as part of a stable European Union.  

As recent as 2018, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolu-

tion aiming to preserve the values of multilateralism and international cooper-

ation. 24th April is designated as The International Day of Multilateralism and 

Diplomacy for promoting these objectives. However, as the world is now a 

global village, we are impacted by wars because of supply chains and the 

nervousness of stock markets. In Maynooth, the impact is higher prices on 

many every day goods, but many people in Maynooth have strong views 

about the various conflicts, but the one common aspect to all of these is that 

they all seem difficult to resolve.  

2nd April is Autism Awareness Day and we can take pride in Maynooth that 

as an autism friendly town, we actively acknowledge members of our com-

munity with autism throughout the year. I note that during the “2026 Arts and 

Minds Festival” on 9th May,  the Maynooth 850 committee has arranged a 

special sensory tour of Maynooth Castle. Also, in April the annual An Taisce 

“Spring Clean” takes place where we are encouraged to get out and clean up 

our local area. No doubt there will be events organised in Maynooth, particu-

larly by Maynooth Tidy Towns. So why not either get involved or lead a clean 

up in your own area. Nationally,  during the 2025 Spring Clean  5,250 groups 

registered with An Taisce and it is estimated that 2,700 tonnes of litter was 

collected by them.  

“Maynooth 850”  celebrations continue to mark the arrival of the Fitzgeralds 

in 1176 where they established Maynooth Castle around which the town has 

developed continue. Thanks to the Maynooth St. Patrick’s Day Parade com-

mittee for marking the anniversary as part of this year’s event. Appreciation 

also goes to the Maynooth ICA committee members for designing and mak-

ing the capes worn by stewards and committee members on the day. Look 

out for them at other events throughout the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “St. Patrick’s Day Parade” was another great success this year with a 

large participation and a huge crowd coming out to enjoy the spectacle. If 

you were there, check the many photographs included in this Maynooth 

Newsletter to see if you are in any of them. After fifteen years as Master of 

Ceremonies for the parade, I have made the decision that 2026 is my last 

year to do it.  

Congratulations to all of the prize winners. A very special mention needs to 

be made for the winners of the “Community Person of the Year”. Worthy win-

ners this year were the first couple to win this award. Vinny and Catherine 

Mulready have given decades of voluntary support to a range of activities in 

Maynooth. As current volunteers with Maynooth Tidy Towns, this was used 

to surprise them with their award as the passed the review stand. They are 

very popular recipients and the Maynooth Newsletter is delighted to add our 

congratulations to them as well.  Finally, our best wishes to the staff of  

Eurogiant, our neighbours in Carton Park, for the future, as the shop closes.  
 
 

 

Paul Croghan  (Editor) 

Breedge Conway Chairperson Maynooth Tidy Towns with 

Paul Daly and Naoise O’Cearuil — Photo by Mark Colfer 

mailto:office@maynoothcep.com
http://www.maynoothcep.com
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https://www.shine.ie/get-support/support-in-the-workplace
https://www.shine.ie/support/get-support
https://www.shine.ie/
https://www.shine.ie/advocacy/green-ribbon-campaign
https://www.shine.ie/?form=FUNSEUVHTGY
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Gavin — MCEP staff  
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An Nuadha Players are delighted to be staging ‘Echoes from 

a Room’ as our Summer Production. This is a piece close to 

the hearts of so many of our members as it was written by 

longstanding member and friend, the late Terry Nealon. This 

show will be directed by Síomha Glynn who appeared in the 

same production a decade ago (while also serving as the As-

sistant Director at the time). Síomha brings both experience 

and deep familiarity to the role and we are excited to see 

what she does with it. This production will run from 6
th
-11

th
 

July in Maynooth Community College.  

Tickets will go on sale on 1
st
 June. Check out our website for 

more information: Echoes From A Room, Summer Produc-

tion 2026  

 

 

After three fantastic evenings of auditions, we are thrilled to 
announce the cast for Echoes from a Room, 2026. Congrat-
ulations to everyone who has been selected, and a heartfelt 
thank you to all who took the time to audition and be part of 
the process. 

 

Although Christmas may seem a long way off, An Nuadha 
Players are already preparing for a magical trip to Wonder-
land with their 2026 Christmas pantomime, Alice in Wonder-
land.  

 

 

The production will run from 3rd–6th December in the Aula 
Maxima. Written by Martin Higgins — whom the company is 
delighted to welcome back — the show will be directed by 
his daughter, Caitríona Carr. The creative team also includes 
choreographer Méadhbh Fitzgibbon Moore and Musical Di-
rector Marie McAndrew, promising a vibrant and entertaining 
festive production  

 

In order to be a part of this production registration in advance 
will be necessary. Updates on how and when to do this will 
be available on the An Nuadha Players website 

 https://annuadhaplayers.ie/wonderland.php  

and social media channels, and audiences can also sign up 
to the group’s email and WhatsApp mailing lists  for the lat-
est news. 

 
 

https://annuadhaplayers.ie/echoes.php
https://annuadhaplayers.ie/echoes.php
https://annuadhaplayers.ie/wonderland.php
https://annuadhaplayers.ie/mailing-list.php
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Events at Maynooth Community Library 

For further information contact: www.kildare.ie/library maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie Ph: 01-6285530 

facebook.com/KildareCountyLibraryService  twitter.com/kildarelibrary  

Events for Adults   

 

Luain Press Poetry Café   

Tuesday  7th April ,  6.00 pm – 7.00 pm   

Come along to Maynooth Community Library  where we'll be chat-

ting about all things poetry!  * Drop in , no booking  required *   

****************************************************************************

Age Friendly Coffee Morning 

 

Wednesday  8 th   April,  10  am  -  11.30  am    

As part of our Age Friendly Programme, drop in for a cup of tea/

coffee and a chat with library staff and find out more about the li-

braries online and other services.         

*Drop In. No booking required*       

Kildare Libraries Service  Supports the following Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals:     

Goal 3( Good  Health  & Well being);  Goal 13 (Climate Action );   

****************************************************************************

Housing  and Homelessness  Supports Infor-

mation Clinic  

  

Monday 20
th
  April , 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm   

Looking for advice on homelessness and housing supports? Visit 

this Kildare County Council drop-in clinic in Maynooth Community 

Library to learn about the supports available. *Drop in*    

Kildare Libraries Service  Supports the following Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals:  Goal 1(No Poverty ) Goal 3( Good  Health  & Well 

being) ;  Goal 13 (Climate Action ) 

*************************************************************************** 

Events for Children  

  
 
Family Board Games through Irish 

Saturday 18
th
   April  10:30 am to 12.30 pm   

Practice your cúpla focal playing board games as Gaeilge.  All ages 

welcome. All children attending this event  must be accompanied 

by a parent or guardian.  Organized by Gaeilge Nuada and hosted 

by Emma from Eclecticats. * Drop in , all welcome !*  

Kildare Libraries Service  Supports the following Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals:   Goal 3( Good  Health  & Well being) ;  Goal 4 

( Quality Education);  Goal 13 (Climate Action ); 

**************************************************************************** 

Age Friendly Programme    
 
Age Friendly Coffee Morning      

Wednesday, 11th February, 10am – 11.30 am     
  
As part of our Age Friendly Programme, drop in for a cup of tea/
coffee and a chat with library staff and find out more about the li-
braries online and other services.    
 
 *Drop In. No booking required*      

Kildare Libraries Service Supports the following Sustainable             
Development Goals:    
Goal 3(Good Health & Well being); Goal 13 (Climate Action) 
 
*********************************************************** 

Groups and Clubs   
 
   
Maynooth Community Library Craft Club 
    
The Library Craft Club meets every Monday, 11.30am - 13.00pm 
(except on Bank Holidays).    
 
Bring something you are working on, and exchange ideas and skills 
with this social craft group.    
 
  
****************************************************************************

Baby and Toddler Group   

   
Every Thursday, 10am – 11am     
 
If you have a young baby or toddler and would like to meet other     
parents or minders in the area, come to our stay and play group 
every Thursday morning at 10am. *No need to book, just drop in! 
 
 
****************************************************************************

New Origami Club  for  Adults  

 
Thursday  16th April  , 6.30 pm – 7.30 pm    

What can you do with a piece of paper and your imagination? Join 
us for an evening of happy folding, mindfulness and creativity at 
Maynooth Community  Library on the third Thursday of each month. 
* Drop in. No booking required *  
Goal 3(Good Health & Well being); Goal 13 (Climate Action) 
 
For further  information about  Kildare  Library Service Events, why 
not  subscribe to  our events newsletter at the following link:  
 

 
 

***************************************************************************

Exhibition  Bookings   

    

If you are a local artist or art group and would like to book our exhi-

bition space, please contact us. Maynooth Community Library’s Ex-

hibition Space is available to host exhibitions from April  2027. To 

be placed on a waiting list to use the exhibition space in 2026, or 

for booking enquiries, please email maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.      

 

*For further information  about our events , why not subscribe to 

the Kildare Library Service Newsletter at the link below *  

Kildare Library Service - Newsletter Subscribe Form  

 

 

https://seu2.cleverreach.com/f/216589-225636/
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Call: 01 620 3232 

Email: office@keanewindows.ie 

www.keanewindows.ie 

Opening Hours 

Monday – Friday: 9:00am – 5:00pm 

Saturday: 10:00am – 4:00pm 

Sunday – Bank Holidays: 12:00 noon – 4:00pm 

 

UNIT 1, TRINITY COURT, 

FONTHILL INDUSTRIAL PARK 

DUBLIN 22  

 
Showroom Open 7 Days a Week! 

Thinking of replacing your PVC Windows? 

Apply for  

Finance Now 

Get Approval 

Online Today 

 

 Supply and Installation of Blinds 

 Roller Vertical Venetian Roman Velux 

 Home Consultations 

 Professional Service with Competitive Prices 

 Over 14 years experience in Window Blinds 

Mobile: 085 7338847  

Phone:  01 - 6210100  

Email:gerardmaloneblinds@gmail.com 

www.gerardmaloneblinds.com 

Follow me on facebook 
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Classic Cars South Meath Vintage Group 

O.N.E Colour Party 

8th Kildare Maynooth Scouts St. Mary’s Brass & Reed Band Polish Scouts in Maynooth 

Lil Tully School of Dancing Carton School of Motoring Maynooth Tidy Towns 

North Kildare Eagles Basketball St. Laurence O’Toole Pipe Band Saor Dance & Fitness 

Maynooth GAA Club Maynooth Taekwon-Do School Gaelscoil Ruairí 

Norman Re-enactment Group Maynooth Educate Together Maynooth Community First Responders 

Photos 

Newsletter Staff,  

Martina & Gavin 

© Maynooth CEP 
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Blackberry Stables Maynooth Town FC Home Comforts Retrofits 

North Kildare Club Thorntons Recycling 

Coakley Septic Tank Cleaning 

CIIC Contracting Ltd 

Moyglare Sand & Gravel Ray Crofton Motors 

Maynooth Fire Brigade CRUZ Detailing 

Oliver Bright  

St. Mary’s Brass & Reed 

Band 

Johnny Dowling 

Scout Leader 

Elaine Dillon, Noreen & Damian Kirwan, 

Anto, Jackie and Eoghan Mooney 

Photos 

Newsletter Staff,  

Martina & Gavin 

© Maynooth CEP 
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Photos 

Newsletter Staff,  

Martina & Gavin 

© Maynooth CEP 
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Photos 
Mark Colfer 

 

Kilkenny Reenactment Group 

Terri Walsh from Fierce 

St. Laurence O’Toole Pipe Band 

Vinny and Catherine Mulready with Naoíse O’Cearuil 

Danny from Fierce 

Gaelscoil Ruairí with Naoíse O’Cearuil 
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Kildare Planning Applications for Maynooth Area 
Planning Applications received from 13/02/2026 to 25/03/2026  

Information from Kildare County Council Website 

App # Authority Applicant Name Development Address App Date 

2660283  Kildare County 
Council  

Jimmy McMahon  Castletown Pharmacy & McMahons Bar 
& Eatery, Maynooth Road, Celbridge, Co. 
Kildare  

 

19/03/2026  

2660271  Kildare County 
Council  

Jimmy McMahon  Castletown Pharmacy & McMahons Bar 
& Eatery, Maynooth Road, Celbridge, Co. 
Kildare  

 

12/03/2026  

2629  Kildare County 
Council  

Alex To  Donaghstown, Newtown Road, 
Maynooth, Kildare  

10/03/2026  

2660253  Kildare County 
Council  

Halycon Lux  Celbridge Shopping Centre, Maynooth 
Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare  

09/03/2026  

2660241  Kildare County 
Council  

Halycon Lux Celbridge Shopping Centre, Maynooth 
Road, Celbridge, Co. Kildare  

05/03/2026  

https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
https://webgeo.kildarecoco.ie/planningenquiry#
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BRADY’S CLOCKHOUSE 

BAR - LOUNGE - RESTAURANT 
 

Live Bands every Saturday & Sunday 
 

Table Quiz every Monday night at 9.30pm 
 

Like us on Facebook 

 

@BradysClockhouseMaynooth 

e-mail: info@clockhouse.ie 

Web: www.clockhouse.ie - Tel: 01-5054725

Great Food Served 7 Days 
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Link to the Archive: www.maynoothcep.com 

 Maynooth Community Employment Project  

Producing the Maynooth Newsletter 

Memories From the Archives   

1986 

C5 Sinclair 

Three wheeled battery and pedal operated car. No tax or insurance  

needed.  English built, featured on Tomorrow’s World 
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Maynooth Community Contacts Listing 
Naoise Ó Cearúil TD 

086 7280050 

naoise.ocearuil@oireachtas.ie 

facebook.com/naoiseocearuil/ 

Réada Cronin T.D. 

01-6183823 

reada.cronin@oireachtas.ie 

facebook.com/ReadaCroninSinnFein 

James Lawless T.D. 

01-6183587 

james.lawless@oireachtas.ie 

facebook.com/JamesLawlessFF/ 

Joe Neville TD 

086-6062207  

joe.neville@oireachtas.ie 

Cllr. Tim Durkan 

086-8632784 

tim.durkan321@gmail.com 

Cllr. Angela Feeney 

087-2381962 

angelaemfeeney@gmail.com 

facebook.com/cllrangelafeeney/ 

Cllr. Peter Melrose  

089 263 7612 

peter.melrose@socialdemocrats.ie   

Cllr. Donna Phelan 

0870023636 

dphelan@kildarecoco.ie 

Cllr. Paul Ward 

087 2294697 

cllrpaulward@gmail.com 

An Nuadha Players 

annuadhaplayers@gmail.com 

facebook.com/annuadha 

An Post Sorting Office Maynooth 

01-6293390 

 

Brass & Reed Band (St Mary's) 

sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie 

facebook.com/maynoothband/ 

Cemetery Committee (Laraghbryan) 

01-6293018 

Church of Ireland 

01-6292163 

secretary@meath.anglican.org 

Citizen Information Centre 

0818078100  

maynooth@citinfo.ie 

Cloth Nappy Library Ireland 

087-9949183 

zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com 

facebook.com/NappyLibraryIreland 

Community Welfare Services 

0818607080 

Kildarecws@welfare.ie 

Employment Office  

01-6106000 

bo.maynooth@welfare.ie 

Kildare County Council 

045 - 980200 

customerservice@kildarecoco.ie 

Kildare Civil Defence 

045 980529 

pmcneela@kildarecoco.ie 

Kildare County Council (Local Office)  

01 - 6286236 

Kildare MABS 

0818072600 

kildare@mabs.ie 

Maynooth Autism Friendly Town  

0863329050 

autismfriendlytownmaynooth@gmail.com 

facebook.com/maynoothaft 

Maynooth Employment Services Office 

Kelly’s Lane, Maynooth 

01-6016360 

EstMaynooth@welfare.ie 

Maynooth Post Office 

01-6286259 

Maynooth Community Care Unit 

01-6106351 

Maynooth Community Church 

Office: 01 5054990 

Email: office@maynoothcc.org 

Web. www.maynoothcc.org 

Maynooth Community Library 

01-6285530 

maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie.  

facebook.com/

KildareCountyLibraryService 

Maynooth Cycling Campaign 

086-8252934 

Maynoothcycling@gmail.com 

www.maynoothcyclingcampaign.com 

Maynooth Fishing Club  

01-6293202 

info@maynoothfisheries.com 

Maynooth GAA Club 

secretary.maynooth.kildare@gaa.ie 

facebook.com/maynoothgaa/ 

Maynooth Health Centre 

01-6106130 

Maynooth Kilcock Lions 

clubcontact@maynoothkilcocklionsclub.org 

facebook.com/MaynoothKilcockLionsClub/ 

Maynooth Library 

01-6285530 

Maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie 

Maynooth Newsletter 

01-6285922 

office@maynoothcep.com 

facebook.com/MCEPnewsletter 

Maynooth Senior Citizens 

maynoothseniorcitizens@gmail.com 

Maynooth Tidy Towns 

083 304 6130 

maynoothtidytowns@outlook.ie 

facebook.com/MaynoothTidyTowns 

Maynooth Town Football Club 

086-1060654 

info@maynoothtownfc.ie 

facebook.com/MTFC1969/ 

Maynooth Students Union 

01-7083669 

frontdesk@msu.ie 

facebook.com/MaynoothSU 

North Kildare Club 

01-6103909 

info@northkildareclub.ie 

North Kildare Tennis Club 

info@northkildaretennis.ie 

Parish of St. Mary's Maynooth 

01-6293018 

maynoothparishoffice@gmail.com 

SVP Vincent's Shop 

01-6289643 

geraldinebyrne.east@svp.ie 

facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064619179003 

Zero Waste Maynooth 

087-9949183 

zerowastemaynooth@gmail.com 

facebook.com/zerowastemaynooth 

If you wish to have your Community contact added, updated or removed from the above listing please 

e-mail: office@maynoothcep.com with “Community Contact” in the subject line. 

tel:086-6062207
http://https.www.facebook.com/cllrangelafeeney/
mailto:sec@stmarysbandmaynooth.ie

