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Mulcahy Family Butchers 
Greenfield Shopping Centre Maynooth  

Phone: 6286317. 
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OUR MEAT IS 100% TRACEABLE 

Orders Now Taken For Christmas 

Mild S
moked

 

Hams 
Mulcahys T

raditional 

Spiced Beef
 (cooked wi

th  

Guinness or
 Cider) 

Loca
lly P

rodu
ced 

Farm
 Fre

sh  

Turk
eys 

Mulcah
ys Low

 

Salt Pa
le Ham

s 



 

1 

EDITORIAL-DEC/JAN 2010 

 

The government must be wondering what they have done wrong to 

deserve all the bad luck, the country is sinking under the weight of the 

water and we didn’t even qualify for the Soccer World Cup. We all 

have great memories of previous football campaigns, the feel-good 

factor, the empty streets as everyone watched the matches, Irish flags 

everywhere and a united community. But we are living in a very 

different Ireland now. Our participation might have helped our 

recovery and distracted us from the sick economy, the onset of 

NAMA, the equivalent of bread and circuses used by the Romans. In 

early Ireland, it was believed that bad weather and disasters in 

general were brought about by bad leadership and that the only 

remedy was to change the leader. Perhaps we have something to learn 

from them. Perhaps we should also pay attention to their knowledge 

of the land; climate change may be responsible for some of the 

flooding but there is no doubt that bad planning and building on flood 

plains has also contributed to the problem. It is time to learn a little 

humility and to realize that we cannot control nature however much 

we might wish to. Water has to go somewhere and the tons of concrete 

that we have poured on our landscape over the past 15 years is now 

becoming a very real threat. 

 

Waiting for the budget this year is a little like a dental appointment or 

an exam, the waiting will probably be worse than the event itself but 

there is an increasing anger and frustration among the general public. 

The government is drip-feeding the bad news so that it may not feel 

quite so bad when the grim day finally arrives. The result of the 

uncertainly however is that people are reluctant to spend and they do 

not know what will be taken from them in December. The exodus of 

shoppers to the North of Ireland to get bargains is a further blow to 

the economy but how can this be stopped? It is all very well to ask 

people to pull together and to be patriotic but looking at the price 

differences it is difficult to blame those who drive north every couple 

of weeks. 

 

There is no doubt that 2009 has been an annus horribilis and the 

sooner that it is over the better! The Newsletter would like to take this 

opportunity to wish all our readers a happy and peaceful Christmas 

and may 2010 be an improvement on ’09. The word prosperous might 

not be quite appropriate this year. 

 

Recalling the passing of a dear Community Member 
 

For many years before the formation of Maynooth Community 

Council John Read worked with Ted Kelly and Liam Bean to produce 

a monthly issue of Maynooth Newsletter.  Early in the 1970’s 

Maynooth Community Council was set up under the auspices of Fr. 

O’Higgins,  Chairperson and John Barnwell on the Committee as well 

as John Read, Tom McMullon, Liam Bean and Ted Kelly  along with 

other members of the community.  The idea was to secure for the 

community the use of the Geraldine Hall and the Newsletter was set 

up.  John sold the newsletter outside the church no matter what the 

weather was like.  The Council carried on for a few years but 

disintegrated when there was no movement or sign of the Hall being 

handed over.  John Read, Leo Bean and Ted Kelly felt that the most 

important role of the Council was the Newsletter and they dedicated a 

lot of time and effort into ensuring that events occurring in Maynooth 

were covered each month. 

 

John Read was a leading member during this period and his efforts 

shouldn’t be forgotten.  John was also a founder member of 

Maynooth Credit Union as well as working with C.I.E. for many years  

and he was also a member of the Maynooth Badminton Club.  John 

was very involved with the community and served it well. 
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Maynooth Community Council Notes 
 

Maynooth Community Council meeting 9 November 2009 

 
Among the issues raised and discussed at the meeting were the following: 
 
Future of Geraldine Hall 

The proposed handing over of the lease of the Geraldine Hall by the County Council to the Scouts was discussed. There were 
differing opinions as to the appropriate use of the Hall. Colm Ó Cearúil, Chairperson, was of the view that the Hall should not 
be given exclusively to the Scouts, and that its use should not be under their sole control. He pointed out that the Scouts 
would have a 99-year lease on the Hall. The Community Council had, he said, put detailed plans to Kildare County Council a 
few years previously, proposing that the Geraldine Hall would form the core of a Community Centre and Community 
Council offices building. This was seen as part of the Action Area Plan adopted by KCC for the Harbour area of Maynooth. 
Many long-standing Community Council members had understood that the use of the Hall for community and cultural 
purposes had been agreed. 
 
Councillor John McGinley (Labour), said that had been the original plan for the Hall. But this would not happen now as there 
were no funds for the Harbour AAP, and he said that all six Local Area County Councillors supported giving the lease of the 
Hall to the Scouts. Terry Nealon (An Nuada Players) had hoped that the Geraldine Hall would be developed to contain a 
theatre and arts centre, but said he would support the Scouts’ use of the Hall since there was no other money available to 
restore it. He would have to look elsewhere for a theatre site. Tom McMullon, Vice-Chairperson, said that as a member of the 
Community Council he had a long-standing interest in the Hall. He would like to see it as a ‘Public Forum’. The Scouts were 
admirable, he said, but he would like to see what was being proposed. 
 
C. Ó Cearúil asked if the ‘heritage’ part of the Geraldine Hall could be vested in the Community Council, and asked to what 
extent the community would have use of the Hall.  J. McGinley said it would take €100,000 to restore the Hall and the 
Community Council did not have this kind of money.  Peter Garrad (Scouts) said the community could have use of the Hall 
during the day when the Scouts were not using it. 
 
In response to a query from Deirdre Cullen, PRO, who asked if the Hall would sometimes be made available during the 
evening, P. Garrad said that the ‘heritage’ part of the building would be available on some evenings. T. McMullon welcomed 
this, and D. Cullen suggested that the Local History Group would be one suitable user of the ‘heritage’ building in the 
evenings. She asked if the Scouts would be prepared to present their plans and drawings to the Community Council for 
feedback and comment, before submitting them in a planning application. P. Garrad agreed that the Scouts would present 
their plans before sending them in. 
 
J. McGinley proposed that the Community Council support the Scouts getting the lease of the Hall. The proposal was 
seconded by P. Garrad. A vote was taken by a show of hands, and a majority was in favour of the Scouts use of the Hall. 
 

NUIM to present plans for New Library  

Frank Fitzmaurice, Director of Corporate Services, N.U.I.M., will make a presentation at the next Community Council 
meeting, on 14 December, outlining the proposals for re-development of the N.U.I.M. library and ancillary development 
works on the Kilcock Road. 
 

Canet Twinning Project 

C. Ó Cearúil reported that the Canet town-twinning visit had been very successful and that the Canet visitors were anxious to 
take the process to the next phase. An ad hoc committee had been working on this project up to now, but a sub-committee 
would now be set up. H. Dunne (Local History Group) and T. Nealon agreed to join. P. Garrad said there were no scouts in 
Canet itself but they would help. It was agreed to seek membership and support from the local sports groups: Rugby, GAA, 
Soccer, and others such as the schools, who might participate in exchanges etc. T. Nealon noted that the lack of facilities in 
Maynooth was shown up during the visit, and that the visitors asked him where the cinema and theatre were.  J. McGinley 
said that twinning is very expensive and that the sub-committee should check the feasibility of the idea. C. Ó Cearúil said he 
would seek funding and support from Kildare County Council. 
 

Parking causing problems at Moyglare Road  

Mattie Callaghan (Tidy Towns Committee) said that they had complained to the local KCC engineer, Eilis Murray, about 
parking on the Moyglare Road near the schools tearing up the verges. Cars were also parking at bollards, making pedestrians 
have to walk on the road. C. Ó Cearúil said the Community Council had written to KCC asking for a traffic management plan 
for that area, but nothing had been done. He also said the nearby land opposite Manor Mills was an eyesore. Josie Moore 
(Senior Citizens) said the Catholic Diocese should buy this land for use as a car park for churchgoers. 

D. Cullen PRO 
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MICHAEL GLEESON, FCMA  
5 STRAFFAN WAY  

MAYNOOTH 

Tel: 087 6361008 

••••    Complete Accountancy 
 Service Available 

• No Assignment too Big 
 or too Small 

 

 
• VAT • PAYE  • Ledgers • Costing 

• Stock Control  
• Annual Accounts • Return 

Personal Attention  
Qualified Accountant 

SPAR  

Newtown Shopping Centre 

Beaufield  

Maynooth Co Kildare 

Tel: 01- 6285833 

Opening Hours: 

 7.00 a.m. - 11.30 p.m. 

Open Every Day  

Including Sunday 
 

Lotto Agent, Groceries,Deli, Hot 

Food, Fuel, Western Union, 

Gas, Fancy Goods,  

Pay Point, Magazines, E Flow. 

Under New Management 

Maynooth Community Library  
 
 

A large selection of new DVD’s has arrived in Maynooth Library.   
Crafts with Mary. 
Mary will hold a craft session for children in Maynooth Community Library on the week of 9th December.  Please 
ask at desk for details or visit our website at kildarecoco.ie/library. 
Maynooth Film for All. 
The next screening of Maynooth Community Film for All is on Wednesday 9th December at 7.45pm.  The film to 
be screened is “Encounters At The End of the World”.  In his first documentary since the Grizzly Man, director 
Werner Herzog, accompanied only by his cameraman, travelled to Antarctica, with rare access to the raw beauty 
and raw humanity of the ultimate “Down Under”.  The venue for the screening is the comfortable surroundings of 
the JHL2, lecture hall in the John Hume building, North Campus Maynooth College. 
Christmas Closing Times for Maynooth Community Library. 
Maynooth Community Library will close on Wednesday 23rd December at 5pm to Tuesday 29th December 
inclusive. Re-opening on 30th and 31st December 9.30 - 1pm and 2pm - 5.pm.  Closed on 1st January.  Normal 
opening hours resume on Monday 4th January 2010.  
 
The  Staff of Maynooth Community Library would like to wish all our users a Very Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy and Happy New Year 
 
Maynooth Community Library 
Main  Street 
Maynooth 
Co Kildare 
Tel: 01 6285530 
Email:maynoothlib@kildarecoco.ie 
http://www.kildare.ie/library/maynooth/ 
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Extract By John Conroy From Extract By John Conroy From Extract By John Conroy From Extract By John Conroy From     
The Book  of MaynoothThe Book  of MaynoothThe Book  of MaynoothThe Book  of Maynooth    

    
The Longest DayThe Longest DayThe Longest DayThe Longest Day    

    
I thought of staying up longer than usual  

To celebrate mid summer solstice,  
Spreading light to the four corners  

 
Of a June day. 

I got to this turning by accident  
Erupting earth unnoticed until the newsman  

Made a scene of Stonehenge defiles by  
Baton chased power play, made small  

By closed minds wielding. 
 

If the glass is half full, we have reached  
The peak of the year, a fulsome spring berthed  
Boasting every shade of green droplets of dew  

Splitting reds and blues to secondary hues 
If the glass is half empty we start tomorrow with  
The fall, the slow decline that takes us in icy chill  

Occasional glimpses on the corkscrew of what  
We left behind passes for granted. 

 
So for the day that’s in it,  

I will raise a glass to the half moon  
And the patient sky 

And the sun standing still. 
 
 The Book of Maynooth is on display in  

The Maynooth Community Library 
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Donadea Oil 

All Year Round 

Winter Grade Home Heating Oil 

Agricultural & Auto Diesel 

We also supply and fit Oil Tanks 

Prompt Delivery & Keenest Prices 

6 Days A Week - 8am to 6pm 

PHONE: 045-869623 

  Lo – Call 

1850 200 900 

Donadea Oil 

GOOD VALUE & A SERVICE TO WARM TO  

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
GREETINGS TO ALL OURGREETINGS TO ALL OURGREETINGS TO ALL OURGREETINGS TO ALL OUR    

 CUSTOMERS CUSTOMERS CUSTOMERS CUSTOMERS    
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Town Twinning of Canet en Roussillon and Maynooth. 

   

TTTT    he recent visit by the delegation from Canet to 
Maynooth was an outstanding success.  The 

community of Maynooth rose to the occasion by 
showcasing our town and left the delegates with the 
desire to formally sign the twinning charter between 
our two towns in 2010.  The exercise 
reinforced for us the value of all Maynooth 
has to offer to both residents and visitors.   
 
On Sunday the 25th of October the 
delegation was welcomed to Maynooth by 
Mayor of Kildare, Councillor Colm Purcell at 
an official reception sponsored by Kildare 
County Council in the Glenroyal Hotel.  
Speaking in French, Irish and English the 
Mayor spoke of the benefits of town twinning 
and how he was pleased to see Maynooth 
becoming part of the twinning programme 
enjoyed by most other major towns in the 
county.  A lecture entitled, The History of 
Maynooth was delivered by eminent local 
historian Mary Cullen in which she recounted 
the history of Maynooth from the twelfth 
century to modern times in an interesting 
and enlightening manner.  The theme of 
Maynooth and the French Connection was 
delivered by Mr. Declan O’ Connor and 
subsequently delivered in French by Ms. Ann Kelly.  
The Rita Doyle Junior and Senior troupe of Irish 
dancers delighted and entertained the assembled 
guests and dignitaries with their exhibition of 
traditional Irish dancing.  A lively and entertaining 
night of traditional music was provided by local 
musicians Push for Porter, go raibh fada buan sibh! 
 
On Monday morning the delegates were given a 
guided tour of the twelfth century Maynooth Castle 
courtesy of Ms. Catherine O’ Connor of The Office of 
Public Works.  We appreciate that the O.P.W. opened 
the castle especially on a bank holiday Monday and 
made staff available for the guided tour. We then 
brought the visitors from the twelfth century to the 
twenty first century, when Nobel Prize winner and 
Head of Climatology Research in the National 
University of Ireland Maynooth Professor John 
Sweeney showed the delegation the cutting edge 
technology and methods used by N.U.I.M. in 
researching climate change.  Esquires in the Manor 
Mills shopping centre a fair-trade café provided 
refreshments to our guests courtesy of the proprietor 
Mr. John Dunne.  Ms Rita Edwards from the 
Maynooth History Group explained the significance 
and history of the millwheel in the context of the Mill 
in Maynooth. In the afternoon Mr. Bruno Canet who 
is a member of the Canet fire service took special 

interest in the fire drill performed by Maynooth fire 
service in the Harbour field.  A rapport was 
established between the firemen and after gifts were 
exchanged a commitment to establish a relationship 
between the two stations was agreed upon by 
representatives of both stations.  Mr. Paul Croghan 

gave a talk on the history of the Royal canal and its 
influence upon the development of the town.  The 
delegation was most impressed by the playground 
facilities in the harbour field and especially by the 
exercise area for senior citizens which they hope to 
replicate in Canet.  Carton Avenue was the next port 
of call and a viewing of the plaque erected by Kildare 
County Council to commemorate the French 
Revolution and its influence on subsequent Irish 
history.  The flora, fauna and recreational value of 
Carton Avenue were examined and appraised.  The 
delegation then had the opportunity to view the 
magnificent walks and facilities of Carton House in 
the falling hours of daylight.   
In the evening a historical tour of Carton House was 
provided by Mr. Conor Mallaghan where the 
delegation and dignitaries attended a dinner hosted 
by the Mallaghan family.  The seal of the town of 
Canet was presented to the Cathaoirleach of 
Maynooth Community Council by the Ms. Emmanuelle 
Garbani de Lacvivier, Councillor Delegate to twinning 
to formalise the relationship between Maynooth and 
Canet.  Minister Áine Brady congratulated the 
representative of Maynooth and Canet for bringing 
the venture to fruition and wished the project every 
success in the future  
 
On Tuesday morning the delegates were afforded the 

Reception to welcome the French Delegation  
Bruno Canet, Colm O’Cearuil, Geraldine Ní O’Cearuil,, 
 Emmanuelle Garbani de Lacviver, Peter Garrad & Hilda Dunne 
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opportunity to view and study The Book of Maynooth in Maynooth Library.  The Book was written in 2000, to 
commemorate the millennium and contains works by local writers, poets and artists.  The delegates were then 
treated to a guided tour of St. Patrick’s College by Mr. Dominic Mc Namara.  The College was built in 1795 for the 
education of the native population and is one of the jewels in the crown of the Maynooth cultural landscape.  We 
watched with pleasure as the delegation stood in awe, enthralled by the works of art in the College Chapel.   

 
Our visitors were shown the manuscripts housed in the Russell Library and given a demonstration on the precise 
technique of restoring damaged manuscript paper.    
 
The visitors were duly impressed and were revived by the hospitality and welcome extended by the College. 
Our busy afternoon schedule brought us to the offices of N.U.I.M. where Professor Jim Walsh, Vice-President of 
N.U.I.M. explained the composition and work of the University to the delegation.  Professor Walsh outlined the 
future plans for the University and its role in Irish society.  The delegates expressed particular interest in the 
Universities French, Spanish, English, Law, Geography, Information Technology, Research & Development and 
Sports Departments.  Students from Canet attend Perpignam University and the possibility of developing links 
between the two bodies will be explored.  A warm welcome was extended to the delegation by the staff of M.C.C. 
office.  The supervisor of the office Ms. Marie Gleeson spoke of the success of the project and was looking 
forward to the continued working relationship between our two towns.  The flag of Canet was presented to the 
office as a symbol of the relationship between our two towns.  The Maynooth G.A.A. club was the venue for a 
demonstration of hurling which the delegates found to be most interesting and enjoyable.  Ms Hilary McCabe was 
on hand to educate the visitors on the role of the club in the life of the town and the role of the G.A.A. in the life 
of the nation.  On Monday evening the delegation were permitted to attend a public meeting, with observer 
status convened by Councillor John Mc Ginley to establish a youth café in Maynooth.  It afforded an opportunity 
to observe democracy in action in Maynooth.  The grand finale of presentations was by Mr. Fergus White who 
explained a visual display of photographs entitled Maynooth through the ages.  Ireland’s involvement in European 
affairs during World War 2 / The Emergency was recounted to our visitors in French.  In their farewell address 
the delegation highlighted how grateful they were to the community of Maynooth for such a warm welcome.  
They stressed how educational and informative the visit had been and that they were looking forward to reporting 
back to the Council of Canet their positive experience of Maynooth.                 
 
I wish to take the opportunity to thank all who helped make the visit a success.  When called upon the 
community of Maynooth rose to the challenge to showcase our town.  The exercise had the effect of reminding us 
of what Maynooth has to offer.  The town of Maynooth is now a major urban centre with a population of over 
21,000, composed of over 12,500 residents, complemented by a student population of over 8,500.  We have 
matured as a town but we have also matured as a community in that we feel secure enough to give and receive 
that which is best with our twin town in the south of France, Canet en Roussillion.   

 
 Bruno Canet,  Emmanuelle Garbani de Lacvivier, Aoife 
Travers, Karen Feehan, Sarah Jennings, Ellen Sweeney, 
Deirdre Smullen, Catherine Wanschoor, Gisele Gayraud 

& Rita Doyle 

Bruno Canet, Councillor Delegate to Sports being 
presented with a miniature Fire-engine by mem-
bers of Maynooth Fire Brigade.  Philip Doyle,  

Eoghan Matthews & Brendan Kelly. 

Town Twinning of Canet en Roussillon and Maynooth. 
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                    Mr. Jocelyn Hodapp, Catherine Wanschoor,  
            Emmanuelle Gardani de Lacvivier, Bruno Canet, Gisele Gayraud. 

The Tree Of Liberty 1798-1998 
 
WHAT IS THAT IN YOUR HAND? 
               IT IS A BRANCH 
                     OF WHAT? 
OF THE TREE OF LIBERTY 
WHERE DID IT FIRST GROW? 
                   IN AMERICA 
WHERE DOD IT FIRST BLOOM? 
                    IN FRANCE 
WHERE DID THE SEED FALL? 
                     IN IRELAND 
 
Society of United Irishmen 
Comhairle Chondae Cill Dara  

Town Twinning of Canet en Roussillon  and  Maynooth. 

 
Maynooth Community Council wishes to acknowledge the contribution of the following to the twinning project. 
 
Twinning Committee, Hilda Dunne, Paul Croghan, Deirdre Cullen, Terry Neylon, Peter Garrad,  
Conor Mallaghan and Geraldine O’ Carrroll. 

Rita Doyle School of Dancing Senior & Junior Troupe        

Ms. Catherine O’ Connor The Office of Public Works                           
  

Professor John Sweeney  The National University of Ireland 
Maynooth 

Mr. John Dunne  Esquires Café, Manor Mills 
Shopping Centre 
 

Station Officer Brendan Kelly Maynooth Fire Service. K.C.C. 

Mr. Paul Croghan  Maynooth Tidy Towns 

Mr. Conor Mallaghan Carton House. 

Maynooth Writers Group  Maynooth Local Library. 

Mr. Dominic Mc Namara  St. Patrick’s College 

Professor Jim Walsh  Vice-President N.U.I.M. 

Ms. Marie Gleeson Supervisor, Maynooth Community 
Council Office. 

Colm Purcell Mayor Kildare County Council 

Kildare County Council 

The Glenroyal Hotel 

Ms. Mary Cullen  - Local History Group 

Mr. Declan O’ Connor - Local History 
Group 

Ms. Ann Kelly - Local History Group 

Ms. Geraldine O’ Carroll  

Nollaig Shona / Joyeux Noel 

Colm Ó Cearúil.  Chairperson Maynooth 
C.C.                  

Ms.Hilary McCabe — Secretary, Maynooth 
Gaelic Athletic Association.  

Push for Porter—Traditional Music group 
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WWWW    hen I recall precious Christmas memories, I think of a very 
special story, one which represents the magic and glory of 

the season. This is a true story, as told to me by my husband , a 
professional Santa Claus, of a real Christmas miracle which he 
experienced. A story that I think will cause YOU to believe. 
 
Three years ago, a little boy and his grandmother came to see my 
Santa at Mayfair Mall in Wisconsin. The child climbed up on his 
lap, holding a picture of a little girl. "Who is this?" asked Santa, 
smiling. "Your friend? Your sister?"  "Yes, Santa," he replied. 
"My sister, Sarah, who is very sick," he said sadly. Santa glanced 
over at the grandmother who was waiting nearby, and saw her 
dabbing her eyes with a tissue. 
 
"She wanted to come with me to see you, oh, so very much, 
Santa!" the child exclaimed. "She misses you," he added softly. 
Santa tried to be cheerful and encouraged a smile to the boy's face, 
asking him what he wanted Santa to bring him for Christmas. 
When they finished their visit, the Grandmother came over to help 
the child off his lap, and started to say something to Santa, but 
halted. "What is it?" Santa asked warmly. 
 
"Well, I know it's really too much to ask you, Santa, but " the old 
woman began, shooing her grandson over to one of Santa's elves 
to collect the little gift which Santa gave all his young visitors. 
"The girl in the photograph ... my granddaughter ... well, you 
see ... she has leukaemia and isn't expected to make it even 
through the holidays," she said through tear-filled eyes. "Is there 
any way, Santa ... any possible way that you could come see 
Sarah? That's all she's asked for, for Christmas, is to see Santa." 
Santa blinked and swallowed hard and told the woman to leave 
information with his elves as to where Sarah was, and he would 
see what he could do. Santa thought of little else the rest of that 
afternoon. He knew what he had to do. "What if it were MY child 
lying in that hospital bed, dying," he thought with a sinking heart, 
"this is the least I can do." 
 
When Santa finished visiting with all the boys and girls that 
evening, he retrieved from his helper the name of the hospital 
where Sarah was staying. He asked the assistant location manager 
how to get to the Children's Hospital. "Why?" Rick asked, with a 
puzzled look on his face. Santa relayed to him the conversation 
with Sarah's grandmother earlier that day. "C'mon .... I'll take you 
there," Rick said softly. Rick drove them to the hospital and came 
inside with Santa. They found out which room Sarah was in. A 
pale Rick said he would wait out in the hall. 
 
Santa quietly peeked into the room through the half-closed door 
and saw little Sarah on the bed. The room was full of what 
appeared to be her family; there was the Grandmother and the 
girl's brother he had met earlier that day. A woman whom he 
guessed was Sarah's mother stood by the bed, gently pushing 
Sarah's thin hair off her forehead. And another woman who he 
discovered later was Sarah's aunt, sat in a chair near the bed with a 
weary, sad look on her face. They were talking quietly, and Santa 
could sense the warmth and closeness of the family, and their love 
and concern for Sarah. Taking a deep breath, and forcing a smile 
on his face, Santa entered the room, bellowing a hearty, "Ho, ho, 
ho!" "Santa!" shrieked little Sarah weakly, as she tried to escape 
her bed to run to him, IV tubes intact. Santa rushed to her side and 
gave her a warm hug. A child the tender age of his own son -- 9 
years old -- gazed up at him with wonder and excitement. Her skin 
was pale and her short tresses bore telltale bald patches from the 
effects of chemotherapy. But all he saw when he looked at her  
was a pair of huge, blue eyes. 
 
His heart melted, and he had to force himself to choke back tears. 

Though his eyes were riveted upon Sarah's face, he could hear the 
gasps and quiet sobbing of the women in the room. As he and 
Sarah began talking, the family crept quietly to the bedside one by 
one, squeezing Santa's shoulder or his hand gratefully, whispering 
"thank you" as they gazed sincerely at him with shining eyes. 
 
Santa and Sarah talked and talked, and she told him excitedly all 
the toys she wanted for Christmas, assuring him she'd been a very 
good girl that year. As their time together dwindled, Santa felt led 
in his spirit to pray for Sarah, and asked for permission from the 
girl's mother. She nodded in agreement and the entire family 
circled around Sarah's bed, holding hands. 
 
Santa looked intensely at Sarah and asked her if she believed in 
angels. "Oh, yes, Santa  I do!" she exclaimed. "Well, I'm going to 
ask that angels watch over you," he said. 
 
Laying one hand on the child's head, Santa closed his eyes and 
prayed. He asked that God touch little Sarah, and heal her body 
from this disease. He asked that angels minister to her, watch and 
keep her. And when he finished praying, still with eyes closed, he 
started singing softly, "Silent Night, Holy Night, all is calm, all is 
bright." The family joined in, still holding hands, smiling at Sarah, 
and crying tears of hope, tears of joy for this moment, as Sarah 
beamed at them all. 
 
When the song ended, Santa sat on the side of the bed again and 
held Sarah's frail, small hands in his own. "Now, Sarah," he said 
authoritatively, "you have a job to do, and that is to concentrate on 
getting well. I want you to have fun playing with your friends this 
summer, and I expect to see you at my house at Mayfair Mall this 
time next year!" He knew it was risky proclaiming that, to this 
little girl who had terminal cancer, but he had to. He had to give 
her the greatest gift he could, not dolls or games or toys, but the 
gift of HOPE. "Yes, Santa!" Sarah exclaimed, her eyes bright. He 
leaned down and kissed her on the forehead and left the room. 
 
Out in the hall, the minute Santa's eyes met Rick's, a look passed 
between them and they wept unashamed. Sarah's mother and 
grandmother slipped out of the room quickly and rushed to Santa's 
side to thank him. "My only child is the same age as Sarah," he 
explained quietly. "This is the least I could do." They nodded with 
understanding and hugged him. 
 
One year later, Santa Mark was again back on the set in 
Milwaukee for his six-week, seasonal job which he so loves to do. 
Several weeks went by and then one day a child came up to sit on 
his lap. "Hi, Santa! Remember me?!" "Of course, I do," Santa 
proclaimed (as he always does), smiling down at her. After all, the 
secret to being a *good* Santa is to always make each child feel 
as if they are the only child in the world at that moment. "You 
came to see me in the hospital last year!" Santa's jaw dropped. 
Tears immediately sprang in his eyes, and he grabbed this little 
miracle and held her  to his chest. "Sarah!" he exclaimed. He 
scarcely recognized her, for her hair was long and silky and her 
cheeks were rosy, much different from the little girl he had visited 
just a year before. 
 
He looked over and saw Sarah's mother and grandmother in the 
sidelines smiling and waving and wiping their eyes. 
 
That was the best Christmas ever for Santa Claus. He had 
witnessed,  and been blessed to be instrumental in bringing about 
this miracle of hope. This precious little child was healed. Cancer-
free. Alive and well. He silently looked up to Heaven and humbly 
whispered, 
 
"Thank you, Father. 'Tis a very, merry Christmas!" 

A Real Christmas Miracle A Real Christmas Miracle A Real Christmas Miracle A Real Christmas Miracle ---- by Susan Leonard by Susan Leonard by Susan Leonard by Susan Leonard    



 

11 

Prosperous, Naas, Co. Kildare.  045-868230   Mobile 086 8105581 - 24 Hour Service 

Undertakers and Complete Funeral Furnishers 
  Wreaths              Headstones       Mourning Coaches 

Funeral Parlour at Town Centre Mall, Maynooth and Kilcock 
Undertakers to Maynooth Mortality Society 
(Funeral Parlour Free to Society Members) 

Particulars and Arrangements Contact: 
Paddy Nolan (Secretary to Maynooth Mortality Society), 7 Castlebridge, Maynooth.  

Phone: 6286312 
and Paddy Malone, Ballycahan.  Phone: 6287074 

Oliver Reilly 

BLINDMAKERS LIMITED 
COOLDRINAGH, LEIXLIP. 
Phone: 6210100 Anytime 
Mobile: 087 2539628 

DENIS MALONE 
BLINDS 

Your Local Blindmaker 
Factory Prices 

Over 20 Years Experience 

We manufacture top quality Roller, Venetian and Vertical, Blackout, Velux 
Conservatory and new type Wood Venetian Blinds. 
Also Blinds made from your own Curtain Material. 

Full Repair Service for all types.   
Have your old Roller Blind Reversed. 

 

 website: www.denismaloneblinds.com email: blindmakers@eircom.net 

20% Discount  
off all  Products 

Happy Christmas & New Year To All Our Customers 

Brady’s Clockhouse 
Maynooth  
Tel 6286225 

Food Service 
Carvery Lunch + Panini Bar 12.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m. Mon to Sat 

Evening A La Carte 3.30 p.m. - 9.00 p.m. Mon to Sat 
Sunday (Carvery) 12.00 p.m.  -  3.00 p.m. 
Sunday A La Carte 3.00 p.m. - 9.00 p.m. 

    

Seasons Greetings To All Our Customers 

Christ
mas P

arty’s
  

Cater
ed Fo

r 
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Presentation Girls School -  A Busy November 

Map With Hands 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

5th Class co-ordinated the collection of gifts to be sent to 
needy children in Eastern European countries to brighten up 
their Christmas. Our girls generosity was further rewarded by 
the arrival of the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr Diarmuid Martin to 
conduct a prayer service to celebrate Children helping 
Children, a charity for poor children around the world. 

Science Week  
Science Week was marked by an exhibition of  
experiments in out school hall  
co-ordinated by Ms Mc Garry. Children from every 
class came to view the displays of the girls from 2nd 
class to 6th class 

UpComing Event 

 
Maynooth Gospel Choir accompanied by 6th class will perform in St Mary’s Church on Wednesday  
9th December at 8.00pm. Tickets on sale in Maynooth Bookshop and the school. 

Girls in the yard 
The Children had fun playing with the 
falling leaves in our new school yard 
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Maxwell Mooney 
Solicitors 

QUALITY LEGAL SERVICES 
 

Kelly’s Lane,  Maynooth, 
 Co Kildare. 

 

••••    Motor & Work              
Related Accidents 

••••    Home Purchase/Sale 
••••    Probate/Wills 
••••    Divorce/Family Law 

 
In contentious business a solicitor may not calculate fees or other 
charges as a percentage or proportion of any award or settlement 

 
Tel: 6290000 

 
Seasons Greetings To All Our Clients 

 

 
We Supply and Operate Equipment for Musicals  

& Shows 
Small Hire: - Powered Mixers: Speakers: Mics: 

Stands 
 

We Hire Radio Microphones 
 

We can provide battery powered outdoor equipment 
 

Motorola Radio’s with Headsets for private/quite 
Communication 

Equipment delivered, set-up and collected if  
required. 

 
 

01 6016834 
087 2320642    01 6286294 

 
WWW.KIERNANSOUND.COM 

Kiernan Sound Services 
Maynooth 
Co. Kildare 

EASONS 
Unit 16 

  Manor Mills S.C. 
Maynooth 
Stockists of:   

Books, Stationery, Magazines, Newspapers, Call Cards, 
Stamps,  

Greeting Cards  
and Confectionery. 

National Lottery Agent, Ticket Master Outlet. 

OPENING HOURS 
 
Monday- Wednesday   9.00am-7.00 pm 
Thursday    9.00am-9.00 pm 
Friday     9.00am-9.00 pm 
Saturday    9.00am-7.00 pm 
Sunday              10.00am-7.00 pm 

Telephone:     01 6293765 
 Fax:                01 6293763 

Christmas Price Blitz 
3 for 2 specials 

 

Christmas Super Deals 
 

So many reasons to shop at Easons 

Opening Hours 
Monday - Friday   6.30am - 10.00pm 
Saturday             8.00am - 10.00pm 
Sunday               8.00am -   9.00pm 

 
Seasons Greetings to all our customers 

 
 
 

 

    

    

        Main Street    

            Maynooth 
     01 6289769 

Services Available: 
Hot Food/Cold Food 

Newsagents 
Wi Fi free Internet Access 

Post Point - Bill Pay 
Toll Tag 

Sit Down Area 
Freshly Brewed Coffee 

Omelette Melts 
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CHRISTMAS    SHOPPING  

Conroy’s Pharmacy  
Tesco Shopping Centre 
Carton Park  Maynooth 

 
Special offers on Perfume and Aftershave Giftsets 

Newbridge Jewellery prices reduced  
 Newbridge Cutlery 

Lancome & Clarins gift sets in stock 
 

Happy Christmas to all our customers 

K n’ B Music 
 

The Square Maynooth 
 

Children’s guitars from €39 
Electric Guitar packs from €139 

Deposit secures any item 
 

Happy Christmas to all our customers 

CARL SCARPA 
SHOE SHOP 

 
Tesco Shopping Centre 
Carton Park Maynooth 

 
Happy Christmas to all our customers 

And a Happy New Year 

Velosa Boutique 
 

Centre Point Mall 
Mainstreet Maynooth 

 
Instore Sale starts Tuesday 29th December 

 
Wishing all our Customers a Happy Christmas 

Eurosaver Christmas Shop 
 

Dublin Road Maynooth 
 

For all your Christmas Cards, Decorations and 
Lights 

All at the right Price 
 

Wishing our Customers a Happy Christmas 

Cut n’ Style 
Centre Point Mall 

Main Street Maynooth 
 

20% Student Discount 
Specials on Easy Meche Highlights 

€90 Fullhead including Blowdry 
€70 Halfhead including Blowdry 
€60 T-Bar including Blowdry 

BUDGIE’S PETSHOP 
 

Main Street Maynooth 
 

Local Suppliers of Pet Foods and Accessories 
 

Happy Christmas to all our customers and their  
pets! 
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LOCALLY IN MAYNOOTH 

Maynooth Book Shop 
 

Main Street Maynooth (01) 6286702 
 

From Monday 7th Dec-Sunday 20th Dec 
10% off all books (excluding school books and 

stationary) 
 

Happy Christmas to all our customers 

McCormack’s Pharmacy 
 

Main Street Maynooth 
Customer Car Park Available 

 
All Vitamins 3 for 2 

20% off all FragrancesDecember 1st-5th  
 

Wishing all our customers a Happy Christmas 

Uniform Warehouse 
Tesco Shopping Centre 
Carton Park Maynooth 

 
New online service : Buy your school uniform 

and have it delivered to your door! 
(www.uniformwarehouse.ie) 

 
Happy Christmas to all our customers 

Energize Health Store 
 

3 Geraldine Court Maynooth 
 

Christmas Hampers made to order 
Instore Offer : 10% off Solgar 

 
Wishing all our customers a very  

Happy Christmas 

Mastersons Fruit & Veg 
 

Tesco Shopping Centre 
Carton Park  Maynooth 

Best local roosters, kerrs pink, records and golden 
wonders 

NOW IN STOCK! 
 

Wishing our customers a Happy Christmas 

Twist Café 
 

1 Fagan’s Lane Maynooth 
 

(www.cafetwist.com) 
 

Wishing all our Customers a Happy Christmas 

COYNES BUTCHERS 
Tesco Shopping Centre 

 
Free Range Turkeys 
Fresh Low Salt Ham 

Home Cured Spiced Beef 
 

Open Late all Christmas Week! 

Happy Christmas to all our Customers 
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Clubs, Organisation And Societies 
Maynooth Citizens Information Centre 

Know Your Rights 
 

Question 

I was made redundant from my job a few months ago and since then I have been looking for jobs 
but haven’t found anything yet. I’d like to do some unpaid voluntary work to keep my skills up. How 

would this affect my Jobseeker’s Benefit payment? 

Answer 

If you want to do voluntary work and continue to get Jobseeker’s Allowance or Jobseeker’s Benefit, 
you must apply under the voluntary work option before you start the work. The decision is made by 

a Deciding Officer in your Social Welfare Local Office. In considering an application, the Deciding 
Officer will look in particular at two things: whether the work is voluntary within the meaning of the 

scheme and whether you would continue to satisfy the statutory conditions for getting the 

jobseeker’s payment (which include the requirement that you are available and looking for work). 

A number of factors are taken into account when determining whether the work involved is 
voluntary. These include: 

• The aims and standing of the voluntary organisation (they can be national or local voluntary 

groups)  

• The type of work involved  

• The weekly number of hours worked 

Examples of unpaid voluntary work a jobseeker may do include assisting youth clubs, care groups, 
church groups, sports groups, cultural organisations and local residents’ associations. 

When considering whether you continue to meet the conditions of your jobseeker’s payment the 

Deciding Officer will need to be satisfied that you are available to take up employment, if offered it, 
and that you are making genuine efforts to find work. This applies whether the voluntary work is full 

or part-time. 

To apply, fill in an application form (VW1), which is available from your Social Welfare Local Office. 

Question 

I’ve been working in Ireland on a work permit but have just been made redundant from my job. Will 
I be able to apply for another work permit? 

Answer 

If you are working on a work permit and lose your job through redundancy you should notify the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and return your work permit. From 28 August 

2009 there are new provisions for newly redundant people who were working on a work permit. 

If you have had a work permit for 5 years:  
If you have been made redundant after working on a work permit for 5 consecutive years you no 

longer need a permit to work in Ireland. You should apply to your local immigration officer who will 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Mirrors and Glass Cut to Size  
Leaded Glass 

Industrial and Domestic Glazing Contractors 
Fax & Tel: 6288877 

A Happy Christmas & New Year To All Our Customers 

The Mill 
 Celbridge 
Co Kildare 

CELBRIDGE GLASS & GLAZING CO. 

         Liam Duff Ltd. 
 

        Gragadder, Kilcock, Co. Kildare 
               email: liamduffcrashrepairs@eircom.net 

      Tel: (01) 6287434 Fax: (01) 6287453     Mobile No: (087) 2579400 

Family Business Est. 1972 
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE 

Motor Body Repair Specialists 
 

FULLY COMPLIANT AND EPA ACCREDITED INSURANCE CLAIMS HANDLED 
 

Wishing All Our Customers A Happy Christmas & New Year  

HOT DELI 

Breakfast Rolls, Paninis, Sandwiches of your Choice,  Tea Coffee & Soup 
Private catering service also available. 

HOT SPOT 
Offering Our Promotional Range 

Flowers Fruit & Veg. Groceries & Gourmet Cheese 
NEWSAGENTS MAGAZINES  

LOTTO 

K.C.C. Bin Tags. M50 Payzone tickets now in stock 

 
Merry Christmas To All Our Customers 

ATM  
Machine 

Phone 
Credit 

COLD DELI DONOVAN’S  
Trading since 1888 

Greenfield Shopping Centre 
Phone: 01 6517500 

Mon - Sat 7.30-10.00 Sun 8.00-10.00 
OFF

 LICE
NCE

 

STO
CKIN

G A 
RAN

GE 

OF 7
00 W

INES
 

While Stocks Last 

10 Kg. Roosters €4.99 
Triple Value 18 Pack Toilet Rolls €6.99 

Pamper Baby Wipes €1.99 
Tin Roses/Heroes €6.99 

Tin McVities Victoria Biscuits €7.99 
6 x 1.25 Coke €4.99 
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Clubs, Organisation And Societies 

issue you with a stamp 4 immigration 
permission for one year. This permission may be 

renewed annually and it allows you to take up 

any employment but not self-employment. 

(Within the Dublin District immigration officers 
are based in the Garda National Immigration 

Bureau (GNIB), and outside Dublin in the local 

Garda District Headquarters.) 

If you have held a work permit for less 
than 5 years:  

The Department of Enterprise, Trade and 

Employment will allow you a period of 6 months 

to find another job. When you find another job 
you have to apply for a new work permit. A 

labour market needs test is not required. If you 

were made redundant from a job on the list of 

ineligible categories you may apply for a new 
work permit for a job on that ineligible list. 

You should contact your local immigration officer 
to confirm your immigration status. If you have 

more than 6 months before your immigration 

permission expires, you can reside in Ireland 

under your stamp 1 permission for a further 6 
months. If you have less than 6 months' 

immigration permission you can have your 

immigration permission extended to 6 months 

which means you will have to pay €150 for a 
new GNIB card. If you have not found a new job 

after 6 months you will be expected to leave 

Ireland. If you then get an offer of employment 

in Ireland you may apply for a new work permit. 

Question 

What is the Fair Deal Scheme for nursing home 
care and how does it work? 

Answer 

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme, often 
referred to as the “Fair Deal”, is a new scheme 

of financial support for people who need long-

term nursing home care. It covers all types of 

nursing homes including approved private 
nursing homes, voluntary nursing homes and 

public nursing homes, (such as HSE Community 

Hospitals and Community Nursing Units). It 

comes into operation on 27 October 2009. 

If you are currently in a private nursing home 
you can opt to continue your current 

arrangement or you can apply for the Fair Deal 

Scheme. The arrangements for people currently 
in public nursing homes do not change but new 

applicants are assessed under the Fair Deal. 

There are three steps to applying for the 
scheme. First of all you apply for a Care Needs 

Assessment. This is carried out by healthcare 

professionals, for example, a nurse, and will 

consider whether you can be supported to 
continue living at home or whether long-term 

nursing home care is more appropriate. 

You must be assessed as needing long-term 

nursing home care to be eligible for State 
support. People who are already in nursing 

homes when the scheme starts do not need to 

have a care needs assessment carried out. 

The next step is a Financial Assessment. This 
looks at your income and assets to work out 

what your contribution to your care will be. You 

contribute 80% of your income and 5% of the 

value of any assets you own each year. (If the 
assets include land and property the 

contribution based on these assets can be 

deferred and not paid during your lifetime. If the 

assets include your home or, in certain cases, a 
farm, the deferred contribution based on these 

assets is capped at 15% or three years of 

contributions at 5%.) The HSE will then pay the 

balance of your cost of care. For example, if the 
cost of your care is €1,000 and your weekly 

contribution is €300, the HSE will pay the 

weekly balance of €700. This payment is called 

State support. 

The next step is choosing your nursing home. 

The HSE will give you a list of nursing homes. 
This list includes public, voluntary and approved 

private nursing homes. You can choose care in 

any nursing home on the list provided that the 

home can cater for your particular needs and 
has a place for you. 

Question 

What are credited contributions? 

Answer 

If you are an employee, Pay Related Social 
Insurance (PRSI) deductions are made from 

your earnings each week. Your PRSI 

contributions to the Social Insurance Fund can 

help you to qualify for social insurance 
payments, such as Jobseeker's Benefit and State 

Pension (Contributory). 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Business Cards, Letterheads, Invoices, NCR Books, Flyers, Business Cards, Letterheads, Invoices, NCR Books, Flyers, Business Cards, Letterheads, Invoices, NCR Books, Flyers, Business Cards, Letterheads, Invoices, NCR Books, Flyers,     
Compliment Slips, Report Covers, Mail Shots,  Compliment Slips, Report Covers, Mail Shots,  Compliment Slips, Report Covers, Mail Shots,  Compliment Slips, Report Covers, Mail Shots,      

Litho Printing Large/Small Signs, Litho Printing Large/Small Signs, Litho Printing Large/Small Signs, Litho Printing Large/Small Signs,     

Specializing in Quality Printing & Leaflet Distribution at highly Competitive Prices! 
SPECIAL OFFER ON FLYERS 

  AREAS COVERED Leixlip, Maynooth, Lucan, Celbridge, Kilcock and Straffan 

Telephone: 01 6278995   Mobile: 087-2885995   
Email: info@garryprint.ie 

www.garryprint.ie  
Clonagh, Maynooth, Co. Kildare. 

 

Seasons Greetings To All Our Customers 

General Printing & Design 

CHIROPODY         
COMPLIMENTARY THERAPIES 

Eligible For Cover By  BUPA & VIVAS & VHI 

Contact: Margaret O’Brien 
Chiropody/M.C.F.H.P., M.A.F.H.P., 

Dip. Reflexology. R.C.N., S.R.N., S.C.M., R.C.T., H.Dip. P.H.N.,  
I.T.E.C., Mem. I.R.I.  
Tel: 01-6286073 

Mobile: 087-9794682 
Vouchers Available  

 
Wishing all my Clients health & peace for Christmas & New Year 

 

 

(* Free single vision spectacles from budget range 
Including Prescription Sunglasses) 

Gildeas 

Opticians 

  Fagan’s Lane, 
Off Main Street, 
    Maynooth. 

Tel: 01- 6290370 

2 For 1 OFFER* 

On economy/designer ranges 

Contact Lenses 
Daily Disposable Contact Lenses From only €1 per pair 

Gildeas Opticans Would Like To Wish All Our Customers A Very Merry Christmas 

Christmas Opening Hours 
24th December - 29th December Closed 

30th December Open Until 8 p.m. 
31st December - 3rd January Closed 
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Clubs, Organisation And Societies 

A credited social insurance contribution is a contribution given to you without a PRSI payment. Some 

social welfare payments, including pension payments, allow you to combine your paid and credited 

contributions to help you qualify for a social insurance payment. 

To qualify for a credit you must have worked and paid at least one PRSI contribution at PRSI Class 
A, B, C, D, E, or H and have paid or credited contributions in either of the last two completed tax 

years. For example, if you are applying for credits in 2009 you must have paid or credited 

contributions in either 2008 or 2007. If there is a gap of more than two completed tax years you 
must work and pay contributions for a further 26 weeks before you qualify for credited contributions. 

Credits are usually awarded at the same rate as your last paid PRSI contribution. Your credits will 
only help you to qualify for the social insurance payments appropriate to your PRSI Class. For 

example, if your last paid PRSI contribution was Class A your credits will be for Class A. If however, 
your last PRSI contribution was at Class B your credits will be for Class B. 

You get credits automatically if you are fully unemployed and getting Jobseeker's Benefit. You can 
continue to get credits if you have used up your entitlement to Jobseeker's Benefit and qualify for 

Jobseeker's Allowance. You must have paid or credited PRSI contributions in either of the last two 
tax years to get credits with Jobseeker's Allowance. 

Under certain circumstances you may be awarded credits without receiving any payment. This may 
apply, for example, if you have used up your entitlement to Jobseeker's Benefit and do not qualify 

for Jobseeker's Allowance. In this case, you can 'sign' for credits (provided you are available and 
looking for work). You can also continue to get credits if you are taking part in approved education 

or training schemes. 

Further information is available from Citizens Information Centres and from the Citizens Information 

Phone Service, LoCall 1890 777 121.  

(Continued from page 18) 

 
St. Mary’s Brass & Reed Band  

 
                     are holding their  

 

Annual Christmas Concert  
 

In The  

 
Glenroyal Hotel 

 

                 on  

Sunday 6th December at 5.30.  
 

 
All are Welcome 
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Times of Services in Maynooth 

over the Christmas Period  

Thursday 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

 
 
Friday 25th December 
Christmas Day 
 
 
 

 
Confessions:  
 
Saturday 19th Dec. 
 
 
Thursday 24th Dec. 
Christmas Eve  

10:00 AM  
5:00   PM Children's Mass 
7:00   PM  
9:30   PM Midnight Mass 
 
9:00   AM 
10:15 AM 
11:30 AM 
12:45 PM 
 
 
Penitential Service after 
10:00 AM Mass. 
Individual Confessions will 
be heard up to 12:00 noon 
 
Confessions after 10:00 AM 
Mass up to 12:00 noon 

St. Marys Parish Maynooth 

Thursday 24th Dec. 
Christmas Eve 
 

 
Friday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

8:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
10:00 AM 

Ladychapel 

St. Marys Church of Ireland,  Maynooth 

Sunday 20th December 
 
Friday 25th Dec. Christmas Day 

Carol Service 11:30 AM 
 
10:00 AM Service 

Maynooth Community Church 
Maynooth Post Primary School 

Sunday 13th Dec. 
 
Sunday 20th Dec. 
 
Friday 25th Dec. 
 
Sunday 27th Dec. 

Ecumenical Service 8:00 PM 
 
6:00 PM Service 
 
10:30 AM Service 
 
10:30 AM Service 

  CHRISTMAS 
ART EXHIBITION 

       

 

 

 

 
A limited number of acrylic, 

watercolour & watercolour / ink 

paintings by Maynooth artist  

BRIAN TUOHY  are now on view 

at  The Mill Wine Cellar * Mill St. 

Maynooth.  

 

* Open till 10pm each night    

    
THE CHRISTMAS TREETHE CHRISTMAS TREETHE CHRISTMAS TREETHE CHRISTMAS TREE    

 
Fairy lights on the Christmas Tree 
Flickering like magic in the night 
A special sight for my eyes to see 

With very many different colours of light 
Many treasures are on each pine 
That is a treat for the young ones 

A spirit of the Season is always mine 
A sense of happiness each child belongs 

On the top shines a silver star 
To remind us how Jesus found his way 

A peaceful star shown from afar 
And guided a place for them to stay 
Gifts galore underneath this tree 

A treat for each child in store 
A special feeling it is for me 

When I once was a child before. 
 
 

By Patrick MurrayBy Patrick MurrayBy Patrick MurrayBy Patrick Murray    
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Christmas CraftsChristmas CraftsChristmas CraftsChristmas Crafts    

Fresh Pine CentrepieceFresh Pine CentrepieceFresh Pine CentrepieceFresh Pine Centrepiece    
 

IIII    f you're lucky enough to have a pine or spruce tree, you may be able to trim enough branches to make 
these beautiful pine centrepieces for almost no cost. Fresh boughs can also be found where Christmas 
trees are sold, or at craft stores and garden centres.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Glue the floral foam to the centre of your dish. . Allow the glue to 
dry completely. Place your candle holder in the centre of your foam 
and add enough water to completely saturate the floral foam. 
 
Glue the floral foam to the centre of your dish. You could use a 
regular glass soup bowl about 11 inches wide. Allow the glue to dry 

completely. Place your candle holder in the centre of your foam as shown here and add enough water to 
completely saturate the floral foam. 

 
Begin inserting pieces of pine as shown at right, beginning at the outside edge 
of the foam and working your way toward the centre until you reach about one 
inch from the outside of your candle ring. 
 
With the empty space surrounding your candle holder, insert small pieces of 

spruce staying far enough away from the candle holder (about a quarter inch) so 
that you can easily lift your candle holder out of the piece and re-insert it. Add 
any springs of pine or spruce throughout the arrangement to cover any hollow 
areas. 

 
To add pine cones to your arrangement, simply wrap floral wire around the bottom of your cone, and 
twisting the wire to secure it to the cone. Leave enough excess wire so that you can insert the wire into the 
foam. Refer to the photos for placement of pine cones. Half of the pine cones used in each arrangement has 

white snow added to the edges of the cones. To do this, simply paint on a little faux snow (white paint 
works too) along the edges of the pine cones. 
 
Add a few Berries  or simply add a few artificial floral leaves. Place your candle in the holder and you're all 
done. 
 
This arrangement costs very little to make and make s a wonderful gift. 

Material:  

Container for centrepiece 
(bowl, planter, etc) 

Floral wire   

Floral foam for fresh flowers Candle 

Candle holder ( any sort will 
do) 

Waterproof glue  

Fresh Pine and Spruce 
branches 

Faux Snow or white paint & 
Paint Brush 
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SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

€250 
 To end December 2010 

 
No other charges apply 

240 litre waste bin collected every week 
240 litre recycle bin collected every fortnight 

 
We also operate a Tag-a-bin system for waste and recycling 

with no annual charge  
 

Commercial bins and skip hire also available 
 

Established for over 40 years 
 

LoCall: 1890 499 499 
Phone 046-9481488 
www.mahons.ie 

 
Mahon’s Recycling is a trading name of Summerhill Transport Limited 

Waste collection permit no: WCP-KE-08-0502-01 
 

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS OLD & NEW WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS OLD & NEW WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS OLD & NEW WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS OLD & NEW     
A PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS & PROSPEROUS NEW YEARA PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS & PROSPEROUS NEW YEARA PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS & PROSPEROUS NEW YEARA PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR    

SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES OF WASTE MANAGEMENT– DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
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December in the Garden 

 

Go Green with your Christmas TreeGo Green with your Christmas TreeGo Green with your Christmas TreeGo Green with your Christmas Tree    
 

TTTT    
he use of evergreens to decorate homes dates back to pagan times, when they were 
considered to be a symbol of eternal life. They were used as decoration during the 

winter solstice, a celebration of light and rebirth. This year, consider purchasing a living 
Christmas Tree for your home. They really aren't that much more expensive than a cut 
tree. This is an excellent way to improve your landscape, and at the same time, save a 
tree. Before bringing a living tree into the house, water it thoroughly. Living Christmas 
Trees should not be kept in the house for any longer than 10 days. 
 
Acclimatise the tree to being outdoors again for a month.  
 
• Start off with the tree in a sheltered area with some natural light - a porch, conservatory or garage and 

gradually move the tree down the garden to a more exposed area. 
• If you have a very large garden and want to plant your tree in a lawn, choose a location in full sun, as this 

will ensure an even shape to your tree. 
• Then dig a square hole, one spade deep. Cultivate the soil, paying attention to creating good drainage. 
• Fill the hole and plant the tree on the resulting mound, making sure that the root collar is at ground level, 

not below - this will improve the tree's chances of survival.  
• Keep an area up to 1m (3.5ft) around the tree completely weed free - mulch with bark. If planted in the 

lawn, this area should be up to 2m (6.6ft) around the tree.  
 

Caring for house plants during the winter.Caring for house plants during the winter.Caring for house plants during the winter.Caring for house plants during the winter.    
 

HHHH    
ouse plants need varying amounts of water and fertilizer at different times of the year. They need the most 
during summer when light levels are high and days are long. They need the least during the short days of 

winter. The primary reason for this is light. Light fuels plant growth.  More light allows more growth, which results 
in a greater demand for water and nutrients. When light is limited, the need for water and nutrients decreases 
dramatically. Therefore, it becomes easy to overwater and over fertilize during the winter months. Excess water 
and fertilizer can kill a plant by damaging the root system.  
 
Overwatering can suffocate roots by eliminating oxygen, and excess fertilizer can burn roots. 
It is never wise to water on a set schedule. Rather, allow the potting soil to tell you when watering is needed. 
Check to see if the soil is a moist 1-inch deep by inserting your finger into the potting mix. Don’t water unless the 
mix is dry. Another method of determining when to water is the weight of the pot. Use the former method to 
determine how light the pot should be before watering. 
Another common mistake homeowners make with houseplants is fertilizing during the winter in order to perk 
plants up. This is the exact opposite of what should be done. Remember it is a lack of light that gives plants the 
doldrums, not a lack of fertilizer. Therefore, it is best not to fertilize at all during the middle of winter (December-
January)  
 

Perennials, Annuals, and Bulbs. Perennials, Annuals, and Bulbs. Perennials, Annuals, and Bulbs. Perennials, Annuals, and Bulbs.     
 

IIII    
f you potted up some bulbs, such as hyacinths, daffodils or tulips, last September for 
winter forcing, keep an eye on them. Make sure they remain moist, and in the dark until 

they have established their root systems.  
It is possible that they have already filled their containers with roots and that the new top 

growth has begun. If this is so, bring them into the house and set them in a cool room, in 
indirect light. After a week or so, move them into bright light, and watch them go to town! 

 
Remember our feathered friends during the winter.Remember our feathered friends during the winter.Remember our feathered friends during the winter.Remember our feathered friends during the winter.    
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Telephone: 01 - 6275872 
Mobile: 087 - 6235078 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Your Local County Councillor is Paul Kelly  
Contact: 99 Main Street Leixlip Ph. 01 6243624 086 2560548 

Email: paul.kelly@pkelly.ie Web:  www.pkelly.ie 
Your Local Leixlip Town Councillor is Bernard Caldwell  

Contact  086 2653455 

Michael Fitzpatrick T.D. 
Tel. 086Tel. 086Tel. 086Tel. 086----2706150270615027061502706150 

          Clinics:  
                   

• Second Thursday each month      5.30 p.m. Leixlip, Court Yard Hotel (Lobby) 
                                                                   6.30 p.m. Maynooth, Glenroyal Hotel (Lobby) 
                                                                   7.30 p.m. Kilcock, O'Keefe’s 

• Celbridge Fianna Fáil Office, every Saturday morning 10 a.m. 

• Jones, Main St., Clane, every Saturday morning 11 a.m. 

• Naas Constituency Office, Town Hall Lane, (Tel. 045-888438)  
  Monday and Friday mornings or by appointment. 

Contact: Michael at Constituency Office:  045-888438 

   Fianna Fáil   Fianna Fáil   Fianna Fáil   Fianna Fáil 

Constituency OfficeConstituency OfficeConstituency OfficeConstituency Office    

Town Hall Lane, Naas, Co. Kildare.Town Hall Lane, Naas, Co. Kildare.Town Hall Lane, Naas, Co. Kildare.Town Hall Lane, Naas, Co. Kildare.    

Tel. 045Tel. 045Tel. 045Tel. 045----888438    Fax 045888438    Fax 045888438    Fax 045888438    Fax 045----888437888437888437888437    

Email: Michael.Fitzpatrick@oireachtas.ie 

“Wishing everyone a Peaceful Christmas & a Happy New Year” 

 

 

 

Building Surveyors 
 

House & Apartment Surveys 
 

Snag Lists 
 

Certificates of Compliance 
 

BER Certificates 

Planning Applications 

 

 

Maynooth Based 
 Tel: 01 6106774 

Mob: 087 2693319 
Email: info@kelleherassociates.ie 
Web: www.kelleherassociates.ie 

Happy Christmas To All My Clients 
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Ingredients: 
 

∗ 1 Bottle of Red 
Wine 

∗ 150ml Grand 
Marnier 

∗ 100ml Brandy 
∗ 1 Orange peeled  
∗ 1 Lemon peeled  
 

 
∗ 4 tbsp Clear Honey 
∗ 3cm piece of Root 

Ginger  
∗ chopped 
∗ ½ tsp Whole 

Cloves 
∗ 1 Cinnamon Stick 

 Christmas Recipes Christmas Recipes Christmas Recipes Christmas Recipes    
    

Smoked Salmon & Avocado TerrinesSmoked Salmon & Avocado TerrinesSmoked Salmon & Avocado TerrinesSmoked Salmon & Avocado Terrines    
 
Ingredients: 
 
∗ 450g of thinly sliced smoked salmon 
∗ 100g of mild goat’s cheese, broken into small pieces 
∗ 3 tbsp snipped chives 
∗ 3 large ripe avocados, peeled, stoned and finely 

chopped 
∗ 3 tbsp lemon juice 
∗ Sunflower oil for greasing 
∗ Sweet chilli sauce for drizzling  
∗ Salad leaves and vinaigrette to garnish 
 
Method: 
Lightly oil 8 small ramekins. Line with cling film, then the 
salmon (either 1 large or 2 smaller slices), allowing plenty 
of overhang. Gently mix together the cheese, chives and 
avocado with the lemon juice and plenty of seasoning. 
Spoon into the salmon-lined ramekins, press down, fold 
over the overlapping salmon, then cling film to seal in the 
mixture. Can be made the night before, but if making on the 
day they should be chilled for at least 4 hrs. 
On the day, gently lift the terrines out of the ramekins using 
the cling film, then remove the film. Place the terrines on 
plates with some baby salad leaves tossed in a little 
vinaigrette. Drizzle the terrine and plate with sweet chilli 
sauce. Serve on their own or with toast. 
 
 
AllAllAllAll----inininin----one Fruit Cake Recipe one Fruit Cake Recipe one Fruit Cake Recipe one Fruit Cake Recipe     
  
Important : All ingredients must be at room temperature. 
∗ 175g/6 oz butter or margarine, softened 
∗ 175 g/6 oz soft brown sugar 
∗ 3 eggs 
∗ 15 ml/1 tbsp golden syrup 
∗ 100 g/4 oz glace cherries 
∗ 100 g/4 oz sultanas  
∗ 100 g/4 oz raisins 
∗ 225 g/8 oz/2 cups self-raising flour 
∗ 10 ml/2 tsp ground mixed spice 
∗  2 tablespoons whiskey 
∗ Makes one 20 cm / 8 in cake  
 
 
Method: 
 
 
Place all the ingredients in a bowl and beat together until 
well blended, or process in a food processor. Spoon into a 
greased and lined 20 cm/8 in cake tin and bake in a 
preheated oven at 160°C/325°F/gas mark 3 for 1.5 hours 
until a skewer inserted in the centre comes out clean. Leave 
in the tin for 5 minutes, then turn out on to a wire rack to 
finish cooling. 
 

  
Mulled WineMulled WineMulled WineMulled Wine    
 
Serves 6 - 8 
Preparation and cooking times 
Ready in 10 minutes plus infusing time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Method: 
Slowly heat the alcohols in a large saucepan and gently 
simmer for about 10 minutes. Add the orange and lemon peels, 
honey, ginger and spices, then remove from the heat and let it 
infuse for at least 20 minutes. Before serving, reheat gently, 
then strain into a jug. 
 
Simple Mince PiesSimple Mince PiesSimple Mince PiesSimple Mince Pies    
 
Ingredients: 

∗ 350g/12oz Cream Plain Flour 

∗ 225g/8oz Butter (at room temperature) 

∗ 125g/4oz Golden Caster Sugar 

∗ 1 jar Mincemeat 

∗ 1 small Egg (beaten) - optional for brushing 

∗ Icing Sugar for dusting 
 
Method: 
Preheat oven to 200°C/400°C/Gas 6. Lightly grease two bun 
trays. Place flour into a large mixing bowl. Rub in the butter, 
then mix in the sugar. Bring the mixture together to form a 
ball! Do not add any liquid, keep bringing the dough together 
and it will form a ball. 
Press small walnut sized pieces of pastry into each section of 
two patty tins. Put a teaspoon of the mincemeat into the centre. 
Take slightly smaller pieces of pastry than before and pat them 
out between your hands to make round lids, big enough to 
cover the pies. Top pies with the lids, pressing the edges 
together to seal – you do not need to seal them with milk, egg 
or water as they will stick on their own! If liked they may be 
brushed with the beaten egg. 
Bake for about 20 minutes until golden. Leave to cool in tin 
for 5 minutes, then remove to a wire tray. 
To serve, dust with icing sugar. 
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Hegarty’s Solicitors 
Market House, Dublin Road, Maynooth. 

Buying or Selling Property  
Re-mortgaging, Wills,  

 Family Law, Debt Collection. 

TEL : 01-6293246  FAX: 01-6293247 
Also At: 29 Eaton Square Terenure Dublin 6    

Email: Info @hegartyssolicitors.ie 
website: www.hegartyssolicitors.ie 

 
Wishing All Our Clients A Happy Christmas & New Year 

KEANE WINDOWS 
No 6 Trinity Court 

Fonthill Business Park  
Dublin 22 

Beside Liffey Valley Shopping Centre 

Maintenance & Repairs 
Phone 01 6203232 Fax 01 6203233 

www.keanewindows.com  E-mail keanewin@indigo.ie 
 

Wishing All Our Customers A Happy Christmas & New Year 

Win
dow

s &
 Do

ors
 

Secondary Glazing 

New Composite  Triple Glazed Doors 
A Rated  
Windows 

MOTOR FACTORS 

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR ALL MAKES OF CARS 

TRUCKS AND TRACTORS 
BATTERIES,  SPARK  PLUGS, EXHAUSTS  & BRAKE  PADS. 

 
Christmas Greetings To All Our Customers 

C.P.L. 
MAIN STREET 
MAYNOOTH 
CO. KILDARE 

TEL:   
(01) 6286628        
(01) 6286301 

Fax  
(01) 6285226 
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O ctober and November meetings have been held and 
lots of work has been done, Maynooth Guild came 

second in the Federation Quiz and congratulations to all. 
Thanks to Guild members who helped with arthritis 
collection in October. Congratulations to all who were 
involved in the creation of the Guild Year Book and 
Maynooth were winners in the Federation Quiz. 
The competitions coming up at the moment are Gem 
Pack Baking, Make and Model, Creative Writing 1500 
words. 
Beaumont Shield for singing songs, the Eleanora Gibbon 
Shield for singing songs in Irish, Patsy Lawlor Cup for 
Set Dancing and National Shield for half set. With that 
line up there is something to suit every ones taste so we 
would like to see some new members join ICA.  
It is also delightful to see that some past members have 
returned to the fold and we welcome them with open 
arms. 
The Federation Walk Day took place on 4th October on 
the canal banks at Digby Bridge and was enjoyed by all. 
Badminton continues each Tuesday and Thursday in the 
college and there are craft nights on Monday at 8pm in 
the ICA. hall. Federation Craft Day took place on 
Saturday 28th November in Sarsfields in Newbridge and 
was organised by Mary O’Gorman. 
Winners of Cook Books for Celebrity Kitchen in October 
were Betty Farrell and Catherine 0’Reilly. Winners of 
Odlum’s Cook Books were Nell McLoughlin and 
Madeline Stynes.  October raffle winners were Jo O’ 
Connell, Nell McLoughlin and Mary Halton. 
October competition winners were 1. Teresa Corcoran 
and Jo O’Connell, 2.  Rosemary Hanley, 3. Cora Walsh 
and Mary O’Gorman. 
ICA at National level have sent a press release to 
Government on the forthcoming budget.  ICA are totally  
opposed to cuts in child benefit, cuts to any vulnerable 
groups, cuts to old age pensions and cuts in Cancer 
Prevention.  They are also asking that breast checks be 
extended to 70 years as this is what European directives 
are advocating and this is something that ICA feel should 
follow nationwide. 
ICA are celebrating 100 years in 2010 and the Centenary 
launch will take place on 20th January 2010 in St. 
Patrick’s Hall and the Centenary dinner will be held in 
the Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford on the 6th May 2010  
with celebrations on the 7th May 2010 in Bree. 
A.C.W.W. trips will take place from 21st to 28th April 
2010. 
Centenary celebrations will take place in the ICA 
College at An Grianán, with a Garden Party on the 9th 
July 2010. 
The  new Centenary book is now on sale at €40. The 
National AGM. will take place on 26th May 2010 in 
Woodlands Hotel in Adare.  The Federation Centenary  
Dinner Dance will be in February 2010.  The last 
Federation meeting took place on 19th November in the 
Day Care Centre in Kildare town at 8pm. Maynooth 
Guild were invited to the Tidy Towns Celebration night 
in the Glenroyal Hotel, and also to the twinning meeting, 
both invitations were accepted and attended. 
 

There was a great response to the shoe box appeal by the 
Guild, and thanks to all members for their donations, no  
doubt so many little children will benefit from this at 
Christmas. 
Scholarships to An Grianán were won by Madeline Stynes  
and Catherine O’Reilly and we are sure they will enjoy their 
week in the ICA College in Termonfeckin, Co.Louth. 
November Guild competition winners were -  1. Eileen 
Flynn,  2. Cora Walsh,  3. Rosemary Hanley. The raffle 
winners were -   1. Rosemary Hanley,  2. Teresa Corcoran,  
3. Mary O’ Gorman. 
The Guild would like to thank Eilis O’Malley and Rev. 
Janice Aiton for organising the lovely Memorial Service for 
deceased members at the November meeting and also thanks 
to them for our Guild competition on the night. 
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 3rd December 
2009 at 8 pm. 
We would like to invite all members to this meeting as it is 
our Christmas Party and great fun will be held by all. We 
would also like to invite past members to come along and 
join in the fun. 
As you can see by this report there is a lot going on in the 
ICA. and something for everyone.  
You can sing, dance, write stories, cook, sew, do sports, 
photography, art, etc. 
So we want to see a full hall at our December meeting and all 
to join in and enjoy the fun at our ICA Hall in the Harbour. 
 
Nora McDermott PRO. 

GRINDS 
 
 

French and English Grinds 
for Leaving  

Certificate and Junior 
Certificate Students. 

 
(Higher and Ordinary Level) 

 

Experienced Teacher 
 

Phone:  
087 6745097 
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Áine Brady, Fianna Fáil T.D. 

 
Working For You In Your Area 

 
 

Contact Details 
 

Dáil office: Dáil Eireann, Kildare Street, Dublin 2 
Maynooth Constituency Office: No. 4 Centre Point Mall, Maynooth 

Tel: 01 618 3057, Fax: 0 618 4510 
E-mail: aine.brady@oireachtas.ie 

 

Advice Centre Details: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Monday at 11.30 am Constituency Office, No. 4 Centre Point Mall, Maynooth 

1st Monday of every month at 8 pm Leixlip GAA 

Every Monday at 2.30 pm Fianna Fáil Office, Main St., Celbridge 

1st Monday of every month at 7 pm O’Keefe’s, Kilcock 

Christmas &  New Year Greetings To All My Constituents 

Let Us Look After Your Transport Requirements 
Services Include 

Taxi  
Hackney 
Chauffeur 
Buses 
Tours 

Concerts 
NEW COURIER SERVICE 

All Local Runs €6 
The Only 24 Hour Open Base In Maynooth 

 
All our drivers are fully licenced & insured if you have to follow up for any reason ie. lost phone 
ect.  All our runs are logged in full detail, for your safety and security & our drivers.   We have 

cctv. inside & outside our office.  
Book on Line at www.maynoothcabs.com 

Email: maynoothcabs@gmail.com 
 

Wishing All Our Customers, Drivers and Staff a  Merry Christmas & A Very Happy  

New Year. 
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Maynooth Shoppers:  Get ready to be inspired at: 

Inspiring Rooms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenting a treasure trove of special gifts and homeware accessories 
Guaranteed to add a special touch to your home. 

Inspiring Rooms is located in the Leinster Arms Courtyard,  

just off Main Street Maynooth. 

Open 6 days 
Telephone:  01 6016710 

 

Seasons Greetings To All Our Customers 

THE GLENROYAL HOTEL & 
 LEISURE CLUB 

WITH CONFERENCE CENTRE 
 

Christmas Party Nights 
Mulled Wine Reception  

4 Course Dinner 
Music by The Party Pack 

House DJ ‘til late 
€49.00 pp 

Limited Availability 
 

If Party Nights are not for you 
Why not enjoy Christmas Carvery Lunch daily throughout December 

A bite to eat in the Bar 
Dinner in The Bistro Friday & Saturday Nights 

or 
Book a private function tailored to your needs 

We have menus and room sizes to suit all budgets and tastes 
 

Fizz night Club open every Saturday Night 
 
 

We would like to wish all our customers a very Happy Christmas 
 

Straffan Road Maynooth Co Kildare 
Tel 01 6290909 Fax 01 6290919 
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 Alternative Christmas Recipes!!! 

If like me you suffer from certain food allergies 
and have to steer clear of certain foods, don’t 
despair as there are many ways of overcoming this 
either by going to your local bookshop or surfing 
the internet for information. Here are a few recipes 
that you might try over the festive season. 
 

Broccoli Cream Cheese & Pear and Almond 

Soup: 

 

1 x 250g head of broccoli 
1 large onion  
2 white parts of leek, chopped  
40g butter  
855ml vegetable stock  
150g low fat soft cheese  
2 x 15ml spoons fine oatmeal  
4 ripe pears  
175g toasted, flaked almonds  
570ml milk  
salt and freshly ground black pepper 

1. Trim the broccoli into tiny florets, chop the 
stalks quite small. 
In a large saucepan, melt the butter and add the 
chopped leeks, onion and broccoli stalks (leave 
aside the florets for later). 
Stir well and leave to sweat for ten minutes. Then 
add chopped pears. 

2. Stir in the oatmeal, almonds and milk a little at a 
time, stirring well after each addition. 
When the milk is stirred in, add the stock and 
seasoning. 
Whisk well and simmer gently for ten minutes. 
While the soup is cooling, steam the broccoli 
florets for about 5 minutes. 

3. Pour the soup and place the soft cheese into a 
food processor, and blend until smooth. 
Return the soup to a rinsed out pan, add the 
broccoli florets and re-heat gently, adjusting the 
seasoning. 

4. Serve with crusty French bread. 
 

Rosemary Roast Potatoes with Garlic: 

 

10 medium potatoes  
4 x 5ml spoons dried rosemary, crushed  
1 wine glass of olive oil (extra virgin)  

4 Garlic cloves, crushed 

Scrub potatoes in their skins and cut into four. 
Steam for ten minutes, then toss in olive oil, 
rosemary and crushed garlic. 
Place the potatoes on a warmed baking tray and 
roast in hot oven for 30 minutes at 190°C/375°F/
Gas Mark 5. 
 
Serve immediately, the outside should be crunchy. 
 
Chestnut & Chocolate Ice-Cream with Apricot 

Sauce: 

 

225g bitter chocolate 
4 x 15ml spoons maple syrup  
225g canned chestnut purée  
1.2 Lt. double cream, whipped  
2 x 15ml spoons kirsch  
3 free range egg whites (optional)  
225g whole canned chestnuts in syrup, drained 
(save a few for decoration) 

1. Melt the chocolate into maple syrup, over a pan 
of hot water. Blend well together and stir into the 
chestnut purée. Beat in the cream and kirsch. 
Whisk the egg whites until stiff and then fold into 
the mixture (optional). Freeze for two hours in a 
shallow tray covered with foil. 

2. Scrape out and blend in a mixer until smooth. 
Put in a bowl and stir in the chopped chestnuts. 
Spoon into a mould, cover and freeze for 30 
minutes before serving. Loosen the mould by 
slipping into hot water.  Turn onto serving dish, 
decorate with reserved chestnuts, cut in half, and 
apricot sauce. 

For the Sauce: 

450g tinned apricots in natural juice  
2 x 15ml spoons apple juice concentrate 

3. Strain the apricots from their juice in the tin. 
Place apricots and apple juice concentrate together, 
and blend in food processor until smooth (should 
be a runny purée consistency). 

4. Serve with ice-cream. Enough for ten portions, 
small amounts as it is very sweet. 
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End of year is fast approaching. What a marvellous year it has been for our group.  
It has been full of energy, vibrancy, adventure and fun.   New activities brought 
corresponding new learning.  Members grew in confidence, pushed our their 
boundaries and were spontaneous.  Some excelled at the game of curling during 
the “Go For Life” programme while others learned to be gracious in defeat!  There 
were some rather intriguing and some enthralling stories heard and a lot of talent 
exposed during the creative ‘outside the box’ particularly when it came to editing 
and reading the silly news!  The learning hasn’t stopped there.  As the year comes 
to a close many of our members are participating in the ‘Log On and Learn’ 
computer programme.  An appropriate slogan might be: don’t stop me now. 
 
We would like to acknowledge and appreciate the support of the Community 
Library throughout the year.  Thank you to Barry who is always anticipating our 
needs.  Thanks to all those who in a variety of different roles contributed to 
developing the organisation and most importantly offered friendship and support 
when needed.  Wishing all our members and their families a peaceful and Happy 
Christmas. 
 
Further information: Bernadette 01 6289131 

University of Third Age 

Harmony 
Holistic Health 

(Formally Vitality) 
 The Square,  
Maynooth. 

 
Health Foods 

Vitamins & Supplements 
Angel Cards & Books 

Burts Bees Skincare & Gifts 
Relaxation CDs, Incense, Oils, 
Angels, Crystals & Jewellery 

Treatment  Rooms 
Weekly Meditation Night 

 
Lots Of Christmas Gift Ideas 

 
Open Mon-Fri 9.30 – 5.30 

Sat 10.00 – 5.30 
Phone 01 6106654 

www.harmonyholistichealth.ie 

LTS TYRESLTS TYRESLTS TYRESLTS TYRES    

Fast Fitting, Open 6 days 

EXPRESS  PUNCTURE REPAIRS 
COMPUTERISED WHEEL BALANCING 

All leading makes in stock 

Low Low Prices!  
Leixlip Tyres have now relocated to  

Unit 5 
M4 Business Park 
MAYNOOTH ROAD 

CELBRIDGE 
Tel 01-6272611 

For cars, trucks,  
agricultural 

Seasons Greetings  

To All Our  

Customers 



 

34 

Maynooth GAA News 
 
MAYNOOTH’S FOOTBALLERS WINNING 
RUN CONTINUES.  
 
A late goal from Pierre Ennis put the gloss on another 
fine Maynooth victory in the Leinster intermediate 
championship as a difficult trip to Dundalk on Sunday 
22 November, ended with a rather easy 1-8 to 0-1 
victory for the Crom Abu against the home side St 
Malachy’s. 
Conor Canning was the only scorer in an amazing 
first half, dominated by the wind, and the winners led 
by 0-1 to 0-0 at the interval. Maynooth got on top 
midway through the second, now playing with the 
breeze and some fine scores helped them build a 
cushion before sub Michael Fahey set up Ennis for 
the goal in the 58th minute. 
After that victory against St Malachy’s Maynooth have 
home advantage for the final against Westmeath 
champions, Tubberclair, which was due to be played 
on Sunday 6 December. 
Maynooth completed an historic Kildare intermediate 
double after the football team saw off Kilcullen on 
Saturday, 17 November. They won convincingly by 
a ten point margin, 3-14 to 0-13. It was a double 
following the  previous win last weekend. 
Interestingly the same double was also completed 10 
years ago in 1999. 
A first half goal from Karl Ennis ensured Maynooth 
led by 1-6 to 0-6 at half-time although Kilcullen were 
in touch and causing problems but a 32nd goal from 
Conor Canning, when brilliantly volleyed the ball past 
Kilcullen keeper Paddy Meagher when Pierre Ennis' 
handpass put him through although a goal looked 
impossible. With a six point lead for most of the 
second half Michael Fahey wrapped things up for the 
Crom Abu in the 56th minute with a simple goal 
when Niall Naughton's effort for a point hit the bar 
and rebounded to the grateful Fahey, who was only 
on the field a few moments. Fahey added a point 
before the end to round off an impressive victory. 
Pierre Ennis picked up the man-of-the-match award 
after Cillian Carr had collected the Hugh Campion 
trophy. 
U21S BOW OUT AT FIRST HURDLE 
Maynooth bowed out of the under-21 championship 
at the first hurdle after a disappointing defeat to 
Round Towers by three points, 1-8 to 1-5, in Naas on 
Saturday (7 November). 
Towers led by four points at half-time, 1-4 to 0-3, 
scoring a goal just before half-time but Ross 
Cullinane brought Maynooth level after the break 
when he netted after a bungled clearance by the 
opposition full back line. 
However Towers kicked three points on the trot after 
that goal to take control and they held on for victory. 
MAYNOOTH: Mark Donnellan; Dean McAvinue, Peter 

Warren, Cian Egan; Shane Delaney, Joe Geary, John 

Comerford; Conor Canning (0-2fs), Stephen Travers; Mikey 

Gillick, John McAndrew, Seamus McBride(0-1); Michael 

Fahey (0-1), Ross Cullinane (1-1), Paddy Comerford. Subs: 

Cormac Molloy for Gillick, 40; Philly McCarron for Travers, 

45; Josh Gunne for P Comerford, 56. 

 

RUAIRI KELLY CUP 
 
Sunday, November 29, marked the first ever 
presentation of the Ruairi Kelly Cup for the winners of 
the Kildare minor A hurling championship. The final 
was between Killard and Naas and members of the 
Kelly family presented the cup to the winning captain. 
It's a fitting way to remember Ruairi, who died in 
2008, and played hurling and football with Maynooth 
from underage through to the senior ranks, and was 
captain of the club hurling team in 2007 and 2008. 
U21 CAMOGIE CHAMPIONS 
Maynooth claimed the county under-21 title with a 
well earned victory over Cappagh in Naas on Sunday 
8th November. The winners led from start to finish 
and came out on top on a scoreline of 3-3 to 1-3. 
 
Goals from Samantha Ward, who netted twice, and 
Kate Montgomery and points from Louise Walsh 
(two) and Ciana Heneghan helped Maynooth to a 
comprehensive victory. Well done to all the girls and 
management. 
 
Having already beaten Celbridge to claim the minor a 
championship for 2009, Maynooth went on to make it 
a double celebration with victory over Cappagh on 
Sunday. 
The match played in Naas was one of the most 
competitive matches of the year and while a two goal 
cushion in the end might suggest otherwise the 
Maynooth team were put under immense pressure 
from their opponents right through the match and 
their strength of character and sheer hunger and 
determination  was the major factor in achieving 
victory. Both teams are to be congratulated on a fine 
display full of skill, tenacity and great determination. 
.For the Maynooth, team manager Pat Comerford and 
his assistants  Eamom Toomey, Colm Hoban and 
Brian Walsh the year has certainly ended on a very 
positive note. The defeat to Cappagh in the 
intermediate final has been followed by two 
successes in minor and under 21 a championship 
final. 
Congratulations to all the players, mentors for their 
hard work and dedication during the year and a 
special word of thanks to all the supporters who 
came out during the year to support the various 
teams. 
 

(Continued on page 35) 
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Maynooth GAA News 
MAYNOOTH: Niamh  Kearney;  Therese Doran, Aisling   Farrell, Laura Tierney; Sarah Greally,  Louise  Walsh  (0-
2 ), Claire Mcnamara; Siobhan McCourt,  Louise Doran; Grainne Hoban, Michelle O’ Connor, Kate Montgomery (1-
0); Ciana Heneghan (0-1),  Samantha Ward  (2-0), 
Karen Lynch (captain). Subs: Stephanie  Gavin for  Sarah Greally; Emer Connollly  for Karen Lynch; Michelle 
Doran for Laura Tierney (injured). Subs not used: Emer Sinnott,  Siobhan O’Shea, Hannah Stack, Jenny Dwyer, 
Kerry Faherty, Aoife Toomey, Emma Lynch, Tara Fagan, Amy Morrissey, Megan Mcgrath, Karen Feehan, Sally 
O’Brien, Laura Corcoran. 
 
BORD NA NÓG AWARDS NIGHT A HUGE SUCCESS 
 
There was lots of excitement in the club on Friday night last as the annual Bord na nÓg awards were presented in 
the clubhouse. Well done to the organising committee for arranging such a fine evening where the club once 
more got to show itself in style to visiting clubs. 
 
MAYNOOTH TOPS AT SCÓR ONCE MORE 
Not to be outdone by the footballers, Maynooth’s Scór na nóg entrants took the Kildare club of the year crown 
when they won three more county titles on Sunday 22nd November in Allenwood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW CLUB SHOP OPENING TIMES 
 
New winter opening times for November until the end of mid-February. 
Saturday morning 9.45 - 11.30. Anyone who needs anything and cannot 
attend at this time may contact Mary @ 087 6188392 or Nuala @ 087 
6989672. 
 
LOTTO LATEST 
 
There was no winner last weekend 22nd November so this week’s jackpot is now €2,700. 
Last week’s numbers: 3, 7, 21, and 22. Winners of €25: Finbarr Coughlin, Tom Coffey, Frances Kearney, Noel 
Kerin, Ciana Heneghan. 

(Continued from page 34) 
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ARIESARIESARIESARIES————March 21March 21March 21March 21————April 20April 20April 20April 20    
 
You'll be around people who seem to know a lot 
about how the world works. It's all theory and 
hypothesis, though. Don't worry about knowing 
a lot. You know what is useful, and that's what 
counts. 
Your lucky day is Sunday, Number 4, Colour 
Red. 
 

TAURUSTAURUSTAURUSTAURUS————April 21April 21April 21April 21————May 21May 21May 21May 21    
 
There's a chance that your wildest dreams are 
about to come true. The rarest combination of 
circumstances has congealed into a window of 
shining possibility. 
Your lucky day is Wednesday, Number 6, 
Colour Green. 

GEMINIGEMINIGEMINIGEMINI————May 22May 22May 22May 22————June 22June 22June 22June 22    
 
You have a suspicion that someone in your 
circle is displeased with you. The best way to 
deal with it is to ask point blank. You're so 
charming that you can smooth it all over with a 
few well-chosen words. 
Your lucky day is Saturday, Number 25, Colour 
Violet 

CANCERCANCERCANCERCANCER————June 23June 23June 23June 23————July 23July 23July 23July 23    
 
Baking is an underappreciated therapy. You 
might try it as a diversion from stress. Bust out 
that biscuit recipe and you'll start to relax -- not 
to mention, you'll make someone happy. 
Your lucky day I Monday, Number 15, Colour 
Yellow 

LEOLEOLEOLEO————July 24July 24July 24July 24————August 23August 23August 23August 23    
 
Animals teach us a lot of life skills: patience, 
loyalty, playfulness. A pet will contribute to the 
happiness of your family.  In return, you'll do 
something nice for your favourite furry friend. 
Your lucky day is Tuesday, Number 12, Colour 
Grey. 

VirgoVirgoVirgoVirgo————August 24August 24August 24August 24————Sept 23Sept 23Sept 23Sept 23    
  
You can't be sure whom you're dealing with 
now. Challengers become champions and vice 
versa. Just keep showing up and doing your 
best. Keep this up in the New Year and you will 
be delighted with the result. 
Your lucky day is Sunday, number 52, Colour 
Silver. 

LIBRALIBRALIBRALIBRA————Sept 24Sept 24Sept 24Sept 24————Oct 23Oct 23Oct 23Oct 23    
 
You'll be an important part of a group activity. 
The problem you encounter will be an 
opportunity for you to rise up as a leader. Your 
reaction will set the tone that all will follow. 
Your lucky day is Tuesday, Number 33, Colour 
Blue. 

SCORPIOSCORPIOSCORPIOSCORPIO————Oct 24Oct 24Oct 24Oct 24————Nov  22Nov  22Nov  22Nov  22    
 
Some action you took was insufficient. You'll 
be correcting yourself. Instead of focusing on 
your mistake, figure out what caused it. Go to 
the source.  
Your lucky day is Monday, Number 16, Colour 
Purple.  
 

SAGITTARIUSSAGITTARIUSSAGITTARIUSSAGITTARIUS————Nov 23Nov 23Nov 23Nov 23————Dec 21Dec 21Dec 21Dec 21    
 

Reinvent yourself. Don't stop when it seems 
you've done enough. Your standards are higher. 
If you follow the crowd, you'll do yourself an 
injustice. 
Your lucky day is Sunday, Number 29, Colour 
Pink. 

CAPRICORNCAPRICORNCAPRICORNCAPRICORN————Dec 22Dec 22Dec 22Dec 22————Jan 20Jan 20Jan 20Jan 20    
 
You already know of many things you're good 
at, but you still have a calling that you haven't 
answered. This is a fine time to do very little. 
Tune out the noise and listen to the urgings of 
your soul. 
Your lucky day is Thursday, Number 20, Colour 
Black. 

AQUARIUSAQUARIUSAQUARIUSAQUARIUS————Jan 21Jan 21Jan 21Jan 21————Feb 19Feb 19Feb 19Feb 19    
 
A beautiful piece of clothing catches your eye. 
Revel in a bit of vanity. For you, this indulgence 
is therapy because your self-discipline makes it 
so rare.  
Your lucky day is Friday, Number 39, Colour 
Navy Blue. 

PISCESPISCESPISCESPISCES————Feb 20Feb 20Feb 20Feb 20————March 20March 20March 20March 20    
 
Keeping hope alive is almost as important as 
breathing. A long-dormant dream is stirring. 
Your story is just starting to get more exciting. 
Your lucky day is Tuesday, Number 48, Colour 
Lavender. 
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ANIMAL FEEDS & SUPPLIES 

GRAIGUE  
MAYNOOTH 

6286926  087 2581922 

Dunlop Wellingtons 

From €15 per pair. 

Gain Horse Feed 
Now From €7.50 Per Bag 
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Now In Stock 

Hen Houses, Hen 

Feed, Drinkers & 

Feeders. 

Ladychapel Stores Would Like To Wish All 

Their Customers A Happy Christmas & A 

Prosperous New Year 

   

MAYNOOTH SWIMMING CLUB  
 

SPACES AVAILABLE FOR ALL LEVELS! 
 

1.30 PM -2.30 PM 
 

Saturdays at Stewarts hospital  
Children between 5 and 12 years 

 
If you are interested please call  

 
Edel –087 268 0405 

Ha
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You could be wasting over 50% of your Oil 

24 HOUR SERVICE - 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Dermot Bradley 

49 Cluain Aoibhinn, Maynooth 
Phone: 6285387 

HEATING SERVICES 
Oil Fired Boiler Burner Service 
  Heating Systems Maintenance 

Seasons Greetings To All Our Customers 
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Pet Corner 

 
    
    
Watch those treats.Watch those treats.Watch those treats.Watch those treats.    

    
• Avoid giving your pet any of your leftovers as this can cause 

diarrhoea.   
• Keep your pet away from cooked bones as they can splinter or 

get lodged in your pet’s throat or can cause serious damage by 
puncturing the intestinal tract. 

• Do not give your pet chocolate as it is toxic especially to dogs. 
 
Pet hazards around the Christmas tree.Pet hazards around the Christmas tree.Pet hazards around the Christmas tree.Pet hazards around the Christmas tree.    
 
• Fallen Christmas tree needles are very sharp and can easily get stuck in your pet's paws or throat. Sweep 

tree needles up regularly or fence off your Christmas tree to separate your pet and tree. 
• Do not hang your chocolates from your Christmas tree as they are highly toxic and your pet will be tempted 

if he can see and smell them. 
• Cover up electric cords and flashing tree lights so your pet can’t chew them and electrocute himself. 
• Try using fairy lights that don’t flash as some pets when up close can get very scared by these. 
• Christmas tree decorations can cause a nasty accident or be fatal to your pet. Cats, and young pets 

especially, will show a great interest in decorations hanging from your tree. Try to use unbreakable 
decorations and nothing too small. Avoid tinsel or ribbons as these are dangerous to the gastrointestinal 
tract if your pet swallows them. 

• Make sure your tree is well anchored so your pet can’t pull it over. 
 
 
If you are getting a new pet— Please do not get it until after 

Christmas. 

 

The Advantages: 

 
• It's less stressful on your pet to be introduced to a "normal routine" as 

opposed to hectic holiday time.  
• You don't have to find a place to keep the pet until Christmas morning.  
• Children can help pick out which one to make their new friend.  
• You can see how they interact together.  
• No stress of housebreaking during the holidays (in case of dog).  
• No worries if relatives have allergies.  
• No figuring out what to do with your pet while people visit or where to 

put your pet while you go to visit.   
• You will have more time to devote into making everyone comfortable with the new addition in a relaxed 

atmosphere and can explain the care needed for your pet.  
• Your pet is less likely to be cast aside as gifts are explored and played with.  
• Bring a pet into the home as a family venture. That way youngsters may learn how to care for the animal 

by watching their parents or older siblings. 

KEEP YOUR PET SAFE AT CHRISTMAS 
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WATKINS WATKINS WATKINS WATKINS     

TILE CENTRETILE CENTRETILE CENTRETILE CENTRE    

“We have you covered 
for all your  

ceramic wall & floor tiles” 

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 
 9.00 am-5.30 pm 

Saturday 
  9.00 am-5.00 pm 

 
Merry Christmas To All Our Customers 

Telephone:Telephone:Telephone:Telephone:    
01010101----6245560624556062455606245560    

Main Street 
Leixlip 

MAXOL 
Prop. Peter O’Connor 

OPEN 7 DAYS 24 HOURS 
Hot Deli, Breakfast Rolls, 

Tea, Coffee, 
   Newsagent & Tobacconist, 
Large Selection of Wines 

Telephone: 01- 6286576 

Maynooth Bookshop 
68 Main Street 
Maynooth 

 
 

Books 
Stationery 

School Books—New  
   and Second-Hand 

 
 

Telephone: 01 6286702 
Fax: 01 6291080 

E-mail 
maynoothbookshop@eircom.net 

Mary Cowhey & Company 
Solicitors 

Suite 2/3 Manor Mills 
Maynooth 

County Kildare 
 
 

• Motor & Work-Related Accidents 
 
• House Purchase/Sale 
 
• Wills, Probate &  
        Administration of Estates 
 
• Family Law, Divorce, Separation 

 
Telephone: 6285711 

Fax: 6285613 
E-mail: 

marycowheyandco@securemail.ie 
Seasons Greetings To All Our Clients 
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L-R Emma Boyce, Louise Saults, Christina Saults, 
Mary McGinley ,Marie Gleeson, Ger Durack and 
Willie Saults, at the launch 
 

Heritage Council Chairman Conor Newman,  
Muireann Ní Brolcháin (Author)  

 

TTTT    
he secretary of the Community Council, Muireann Ní Bhrolcháin had a book launched on the early literature 
of Ireland on Monday afternoon, 9th November. Conor Newman, Chairman of the Heritage Council and 

lecturer in archaeology in NUI, Galway, launched the book entitled, An Introduction to Early Irish Literature, in 
the John Paul 11 library, National University of Ireland, Maynooth. The librarian, Cathal McCauley, and the Head 
of the School of Celtic Studies, Dr Tadhg Ó Dúshláine spoke in praise of the book before Dr Ní Bhrolcháin spoke 
briefly to those present. She is a senior lecturer in the School of Celtic Studies and the event was attended by 
past and present students as well as colleagues from Galway and Dublin. Emmet Stagg TD was also present.  
The book is mainly designed for students of the subject, those studying the early Medieval Irish period but it is 
also suitable for the general public who have an interest in the literature of pre-Norman Ireland. You can learn 
more about those stories that we heard in school - Cú Chulainn, Finn mac Cumaill, Cormac mac Airt. This 
exciting and readable book introduces the reader to the wonderful world of early Irish myth and legends. Read 
about shaman-poets and druids, mythology, the heroic sagas like the Cattleraid of Cooley. Find out about the 
early festivals, gods and goddesses of the Tuatha Dé Danann and the heroic biography of kings of Tara and 
heroes - their births, boyhood deeds, how they found their wives and their dramatic deaths. Read about the 
famous women - goddesses, queen Medb of Connacht, the tragic story of Deirdre and her lover as well as other 
worldly visits to strange and wonderful lands and much more. 

Muireann Ní Bhrolcháin Book Launch 

Muireann Ní Bhrolcháin. Author of An 
Introduction to Early Irish Literature, Conor 
Newman, Chairman of the Board of the Heritage 
Council who officially launched the book agus An 
Dr. Tadhg Ó Dúshláine, Roinn na Nua-Ghaeilge, 
NUI Maynooth 
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FOR ALL YOUR SERVICE NEEDS 
 
 
 

New & Used Car Sales  
Car / 4x4 Repairs 
Windscreens 

Tyres & Exhausts 
Pre-NCT Repairs 
Diagnostic Testing 

Credit & Laser Cards Accepted 

Seasons Greetings To All Our Customers 

   Chartered Accountants & 
     Registered Auditors 

J.W. Mulhern & Co. 
 Chartered Accountants 
 B. Mulhern, B. Comm. F.C.A 
 email:billy@mboss.ie 

13/14 South Main St, Naas, 
 Co. Kildare. 

Tel: (045) 866535/866521 
 Fax: (045) 866521 
email: billy@mboss.ie 

Authorised by the  
Institute of Chartered 
 Accountants’ in Ireland  

To carry on  
Investment Business 

FOR TOP VALUE CONTACT US FIRST 
FOR BODY REPAIRS, SERVICE & 

PARTS                           
  
 

NEW & USED CARS & VANS  
TEXACO HEATING OIL 

 
Wishing All Our Customers A very Happy 

 Christmas & New Year 

 DERMOT KELLY LTD 

KILCOCK 
 

Check Out  
The New Fiesta 2009 Model 

TEL. 01-6287311 



 

42 

 

E 
very year St.Mary’s Boys’ National School takes part in Operation Christmas Child. This year it was organised 
by teacher Roisín Murphy. Coming up to Christmas the children are asked to fill a shoe box with presents 

suitable for children. Some contribute second hand toys in good condition that they no longer need while others 
spend their pocket money on buying new items. 
 
The boxes are then wrapped in Christmas paper and labelled for either a boy or a girl. They are then sent off to 
parts of the world less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
The boys learnt that even a colouring book and some pencils could make someone’s day in some places. 
 
This simple act of generosity gives hope to children caught in the midst of wars, natural disasters and extreme 
poverty and shows them they have not been forgotten. 
 
The children worked very hard collecting the shoe boxes and the corridors as ever were filled with colourful boxes 
this year. 
 
Thanks to boys and parents for boxes and teachers for their co-ordinating effort. 

Sheldan Mabla, Adam Keane. 

Matthew Moloney, Aodhan McGarry, Darragh Nolan,  
James Sheridan. 

 Pupils of Maynooth Boys National School. 

Presents collected for Operation Christmas Child. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
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NEWS - 4 - U 
    Glenroyal Shopping Centre - Tel: 6290994 

OPEN 

Mon - Fri:  8.00 a.m. - 9.00p.m.  

Sat.:       8.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m. 

Sun.:      9.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. 

Stockists of a wide range of  

Stationery and Magazines, 

Newspapers, Call Cards, Stamps,  

Toys at very keen prices  

And a wide range of Books by Irish Authors. 

Large selection of 

 Carlton Cards in stock 

  Agents for National Lottery and Scratch Cards 

  New Service: Agent for CIE Commuter Tickets                     

Weekly, Monthly, Student Monthly & Family One Day 

Tickets, Kildare County Council Bin Tags. 

For Relaxing Shopping & Friendly 

Service 

 

HOLY  

COMMUNION  

DRESSES 2010 
FROM €200 

 

NOW NEW IN  

EXCLUSIVELY  

AT 

MARIAN GALE 
8 THE  MALL 

DONNYBROOK 
DUBLIN  4 
01 2697460 

WWW.MARIANGALE.IE 
“FIND US ON FACE BOOK!” 

Ladies & Gents Heels  
While-U-Wait 

Shoes Stretched  
Heels Lowered 

Gents Leather Soles 
Stitched On 

Key Cutting  
  All Keys - House & Vehicle 

Tesco Shopping Centre 

Phone: 086 8657142 

Wishing All Our Customers A Very Merry Christmas 

MULLIGAN’S 
GARDEN SHEDS  

KILCOCK 
 

01- 6287397 

 

ALL TYPES OF TOP QUALITY 

TIMBER GARDEN SHEDS  

 

ALSO ALL TYPES OF HEAVY DUTY 

TIMBER FENCING, DECKING AND 

KENNELS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

 

 

Seasons Greetings to all our Customers 
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B 
uying a book by a local author or about 
your local area makes an ideal and 

meaningful Christmas gift.  
  
It is interesting and heart warming to see that the 
recession has not affected the literary output of our 
local writers.  In fact I would say that we have seen 
an increase in such activity over the last few months. 
I would like to highlight some authors and their works 
and would like to remind readers that these  
publications would make ideal Christmas gifts.  
  
One of our local and more senior and long serving 
community members Peter Cullen has brought out a 
book on his life before and after coming to Maynooth. 
The book “Loughourna to Laraghbryan” is an 
interesting memoir.  At 83 years of age the author has 
remarkable powers of recall and has an engaging and  
relaxed style of telling a story.   This book will be of 
particular interest to those who have been living in 
Maynooth for a number of years as they will identify 
with the characters, events  and places mentioned.   
 
Maynooth Town Local History Group has two 
publications which are available in the Maynooth 
Bookshop.  “Myths and Memories”  gives 
descriptions and historical backgrounds to the local 
graveyards in the area, there are more that one would 
think.  Exploring Maynooth is a practical handbook for 
walkers that describes a range of  walking routes 
around Maynooth including length and time of the 
walks.  
 
Muireann Ní Bhrolcháin’s book “An Introduction to 
early Irish Literature” published by Four Courts 
Press was launched recently in the JPII Library NUI 
Maynooth.  Muireann who is on the staff of the Irish 
Department at NUI Maynooth and has been a long 
time resident of Maynooth, was involved in the setting 
up and continues to be part of the Community 
Council.  Muireann is also a high profile activist with 
the Save Tara Campaign.  This book discusses the rich 
written heritage of the Old and Middle Irish period, 
600 – 1200, and is suitable for students of medieval 
Ireland as well as the general reader who wants to 
learn about the stories, poetry and themes of early 
Irish literature. 
 
Screenwriter Patricia Groves has written a book 
entitled “Petticoat Rebellion”. Published by Mercier 
Press,  the book explores the life of the Anna Parnell 
and her relationship with her brother.  Anna Parnell 
was an enigmatic character but Groves has 
successfully brought her to life as well as giving the 
international and national political context in which  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna Parnell lived and operated in.  Patricia has also 
made some short movies, check out Trish Groves’ 
webpage at http://www.facebook.com/trishgroves. 
 
Rob Kitchen’s book “The Rule Book” is a real page 
turner. Rob is a director of a research institute at NUI 
Maynooth and has a number of academic publications 
to his credit.  This is his first work of fiction, a 
whodunit described as a ‘police procedural novel’ set 
in and around Dublin.  Readers will be interested to 
note that some of the events take place at Maynooth 
College.   
 
Martina Reilly has several books and plays to her 
credit.  Most of us will have heard of this author as 
she has had good media exposure. She is a writer of 
adult and teen fiction.  Her latest offering is “The 
Wish List”  an adult fiction with the ingredients of  
“Love, romance and finding unexpected friends” 
Martina  has been involved in various local drama 
projects including those of the Nuadha Players.  For 
more information check out  Martina and her literary 
output  at http://tinareilly.info/. 
 
For those readers who are interested in the spiritual 
domain, Lorna Byrne has brought out an 
autobiography “Angels in my hair”.  Published by 
Random Press it describes Lorna tells the reader that 
“she sees angels and spirits; that they are her 
constant companions”.  She has received glowing 
testimonials from such people as Jim Corr, Daniel 
O’Donnell and William Roche of Coronation Street. 
Lorna divides her time between Kilkenny and 
Maynooth.  
 
Another publication worthy of mention Maynooth: 
“Irish Historic Towns Atlas”, produced by Arnold 
Horner and published by the Royal Irish Academy 
(1995).  This publication would make an ideal gift for 
those interested in the historical development of 
Maynooth town. A brilliant source of reference, that 
outlines the history of the Town, College and Carton, 
a must for anyone interested in pursuing a local 
history project.  Some other towns covered in the 
series include Trim, Kildare, Mullingar, Kells and 
Athlone.  
A book brought out by John Drennan under the 
auspices of the Maynooth Community Council in 1994 

(Continued on page 46) 

Books By Maynooth AuthorsBooks By Maynooth AuthorsBooks By Maynooth AuthorsBooks By Maynooth Authors    
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                                                                                        Maynooth Toastmasters    Maynooth Toastmasters    Maynooth Toastmasters    Maynooth Toastmasters        
    
“Toastmasters     is a great way to build confidence and develop public speaking 
skills and we always looking new members.  Guests are free to attend our 
meetings at the Glenroyal Hotel. 
They take place at 19.45 every second and fourth Monday of the 
month.  
 
We’re back after the Christmas break on January 11th but do 
come along before then.” 
 
Please contact 087-682-1490 or 087-636-5004 for more information.   
 

. 

MOULIN ROUGE BOUTIQUE   
   DUNBOYNE ROAD, MAYNOOTH 

Ph: 6286618 
Stockists of Libra, Aria, Staff, “Desigual”  

Sarah Pacini, Just B and Signature. 
Thank you for your custom in 2009 

 
Happy Christmas and New YearHappy Christmas and New YearHappy Christmas and New YearHappy Christmas and New Year    

Looking forward to seeing you in 2010Looking forward to seeing you in 2010Looking forward to seeing you in 2010Looking forward to seeing you in 2010    
 

MON-FRI  10 am - 6 p.m.    
       SAT                 10 am - 5.30 p.m. 

 

CHIMNEY CLEANING AT ITS BEST 

PAINTING & DECORATING INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

GUTTERS CLEANING & REPAIRS 

JACKDAW CAGES SUPPLIED & FITTED 

TEL: 01 6244857    MOB: 086 8464255 
 

Best Wishes To All Our Customers For Christmas & New Year 

LEIXLIP CLEANING SERVICES 
TONY MENTON 



 

46 

was “Cannonballs and Croziers”.  This is a history of the town to more recent times than that of the other 
excellent history of Maynooth.  Mary Cullen’s books “Maynooth a short historical guide” is perhaps one of 
the most sought after books.  Unfortunately it is out of print.  Second hand book dealers such as Carraig Books 
(01-2882575) may have copies from time to time. 
 
Most of the above titles are available in  Maynooth Bookshop. 
 
The following are the most recent publications.  The full list can be accessed at 
http://history.nuim.ie/publications/localhistory 

Milne, Kenneth The Dublin liberties, 1600-1850 (2009) ISBN 978-1-84682-191-2  
 
Cronin, Denis A. Who killed the Franks family? Four Courts Press, Dublin (2009) ISBN 98-1-84682-190-5  
Priestley, Ciarán Clonsilla and the Rebellion of 1798 (2009) ISBN 978-1-84682-192-9  
Powell, Martyn J. Piss-pots, printers and public opinion in eighteenth-century Dublin 

(2009) ISBN 978-1-84682-193-6  
McDermott, Micheál Gypsum mining and the Shirley estate in south Monaghan, 1800-

1936 (2009) ISBN 978-1-84682-059-5  
Twomey, Brendan Dublin in 1707 (2009) ISBN 978-1-84682-194-3  

 

Most of the above titles are available in Maynooth Bookshop 

(Continued from page 44) 
 

  Books By Maynooth Authors...cont’d.  Books By Maynooth Authors...cont’d.  Books By Maynooth Authors...cont’d.  Books By Maynooth Authors...cont’d.    

        Christmas Craft Christmas Craft Christmas Craft Christmas Craft ----How to make a Chocker NecklaceHow to make a Chocker NecklaceHow to make a Chocker NecklaceHow to make a Chocker Necklace    

This choker is deceptively easy to make and you'll have a ready-to-wear 
necklace in no time at all. 

Materials Needed 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

∗ Measure the width of your neck using a measuring tape. 
 
∗ Add two inches to the width of your neck; this is the length you will need to cut the ribbon to make 

your necklace. Adding two inches is necessary to make sure you have some breathing room in the 
necklace when you're wearing it. 

 
∗ Cut the ribbon to size. Also cut a square about ½ or ¾ inch in length of the Velcro. 
 

∗ Glue one side of the Velcro on one end of the ribbon and the opposite side on the other end. You can 
also sew the Velcro on if you want to ensure its security on the ribbon. 

 
∗  Decorate your necklace by sewing on a , a teardrop-shaped bead pendant or a cameo broach in the 

centre of the ribbon. You can also use hot glue to affix some burnished crystals or beads. 
 

• Measuring tape  
• Scissors  
• Thick velvet ribbon, 1 

to 2 inches wide  

• Velcro  
• Hot glue gun  
• Decorative accessories  
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Terrified!Terrified!Terrified!Terrified!    
Learn the Computer at your own pace with 

One to One  
Training 

 
Telephone Jane 

 

 01-6272609 or 
086-2726231    

                
 
 

Tai Chi   
 

    Tai Chi is an ancient Chinese 
art designed to promote health, 
relieve stress and improve your 

mental well being. 
 
 
 

        
 

Suitable for beginners and all ages. 
Classes take place in the college 

sports hall, Friday 2-4. 
 

Contact for details 087 7733574 
(Classes in kung fu also available) 

 
WINTER IS HERE -  STOCK UP NOW & BEAT THE SHORTAGE 

 

BILLY McCRORY 
Support Your Local Coal Merchant    

All Products  
in Sealed Bags 

And  
No Delivery Charge 

You’re more at home with McCrory’s Coal 
Telephone: 6286859 - 8251202   Mobile:  087 2439647 

Reduction In All Fuel Prices!! 
24 HOURS ANSWERING SERVICE 

       FOR BEST PRICES & QUALITY IN: 
 
       BLACK DIAMOND POLISH COAL: 
       FIREFLAME TEXAN STANDARD ANTHRACITE: 
       UNION NUGGETS, BNM PEAT BRIQUETTES: 
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B 
orn and reared in Oldcastletown Kildorrery Co. Cork.  Michael 
came to Maynooth in 1954 seeking work at St. Patrick,’s 

College Maynooth. His first nine years were spent serving his time 
in catering and in 1963 he was appointed College Butler, the 
position which he held for forty years until he retired on 30th 
September, 2003. 
 
In 1965 on the 4th January Michael married local girl Lily 
Dempsey of O’Neill Park. They have five children Mary, Ann, 
Joey, Trina & Shelley. All his children are living locally. They have 
eleven grandchildren ranging in ages from twenty years to six 
months. 
 
He joined the Maynooth Fire Brigade part-time in 1969 and 
remained with them until 1993. He was Station Officer from 1983 
until 1993. His greatest achievement in his Stewardship was he got the new Fire Station up and running and 
during his time he saw some terrible tragedies but also witnessed some very happy outcomes. 
 
In 1993 he got fully involved with the G.A.A. Club especially the second team. He was also involved with the 
Credit Union at this time. 
 
After retiring totally from St. Patrick’s College for two years he then applied in 2005 to see if he could do a 
Degree in Theology.  After been accepted as a candidate for the degree he sought a deferral for one year.  They 
accepted so that he could take up a University course in ‘The Return to Learning’ for one year.  He started a 
Theology course in 2006 which lasted for three years. 
 
Michael graduated with a Bachelor in Theology degree on Saturday 7th November 2009  at the Pontifical 
University, St Patrick’s College Maynooth. Michael says “ in terms of age the  “Return to Learning Programme” 
was a great foundation”. 
 
Michael would like to thank both ladies who supervised “The Return to Learning” course and to all who assisted 
him in his studies particularly his wife Lily and family and a special word of thanks to Mary McCourt for all the 
essays that she produced for him. 
 
Michael is finding time on his hands now to pursue his hobbies which include Football Reading, Walking, 
Swimming and his latest hobby his allotment on the Dunboyne Road.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate  Michael and to wish him every success 
in his future endeavours. 
 
 
 

THE GRADUATE MICHAEL O’RIORDAN 

Michael, Daughter Trina Fanning &  
Granddaughter Siobhan McCourt 

Photo J.B.F. 

Michael, Sr.  Briiiid Liston Dr. Martin Henry members of the faculty of 
Theology.   Photo  J.B.F 
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Bruce Betting 
 
 
 
 

TELEBETTING CENTRE  1800-50-49-48 
(FREE €100 bets FOR NEW A/Cs) 

 
AERTEL PAGE 686/687/688 

 

ONLINE POKER @ www.brucepoker.com 
COUPONS FOR- 

FOOTBALL/GOLF/GAA/RUGBY 
 

If you take a live show from any UK or Irish  
horse race, and the SP returns greater,  
Bruce will pay the SP (single only) 

 
COMMENTARY LINES 

UK RACING-1560 111 327 
IRISH RACING-1560 111 326 

Bruce Betting are open at: 
 Unit 22, Manor Mills, Shopping Centre, . 

HEAD OFFICE IN MAYNOOTH 
BUSINESS CAMPUS 

Dates For Your Diary  
       Leopardstown Meetings 26th/27th/28th/29th December  

BRUCE BETTING WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL BRUCE BETTING WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL BRUCE BETTING WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL BRUCE BETTING WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL 
OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 

& A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR& A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR& A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR& A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR    
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T 
onight, we are celebrating success in 2009, both in 
the national Tidy Towns Competition, and the 

achievements of our local residential areas, and business 
premises. 
 

The work of trying to maintain Maynooth as a clean and 
nice place, involves the work of many people. 
 

I would like to mention two young people in particular 
who, came out to join, and are the basis of a junior 
committee.: Keelan Murphy and Ross Kavanagh. 
 

At this point the Chairman made a presentation to both 
boys. 
 

Others that are active in our community are: 
 

♦ Kildare County Council Staff. 
♦ Resident Association Members. 
♦ Business Community (some more active than 

others) 
♦ Maynooth Environmental Group - in the Harbour 
♦ Carton House Hotel in Carton Avenue 
♦ NUI Maynooth - Outside their complex 
♦ Larne House in the Square and with the hanging 

baskets 
♦ Intel employees as part of their support for the 

community 
♦ Others gave us equipment and, in particular I 

would like to acknowledge the support from Justin 
Dunne for the ongoing use of his pick - up van. 

 

As I said earlier, we have some young members who 
have just joined us this year.  On our committee, we 
have adult members of the same family. 
 

We have members of The Cushen, Baxter and Farrell 
families.  We also have members with many years 
service to Tidy Towns. 

Two junior members : Keelan Murphy  
& Ross Kavanagh  

with Mattie  Callaghan 

Town’s Award Night 11th November 2009 
Speech By:  Mr. Mattie Callaghan - Chairman 

 

To end tonight, I would like to thank The Farrell 
Family. 
 

Firstly, because we have Richard and Mary with us for 
many years.  In fact Richard has 25 years as an active 
member of Tidy Towns, and has been a great support 
to many members over those years, therefore I would 
like if you could join me in thanking Richard & Mary for 
their ongoing support to Maynooth Tidy Toens. 
 

Thank you all for coming, and to all our winners—
congratulations, and safe journey home. 
 

 
Best Shop Front Competition 
 

Best original Shop Front - CPL Motors 
Best Unique Shop Front - Dawson Menswear 
 
 
 

Residential Awards 
 

Small Estates (under 100 houses) 
 
 

Cluain Aoibhinn (over 25 years old) 
 

Woodlands (under 25 years old) 
 
 

Large Estates (more than 100 houses) 
 

Greenfield (over 25 years old) 
 

Beaufield (under 25 years old) 
 

 
Aidan O’Rourke Presenting award to Andrew 

McMullon for Cluain Aoibhinn 
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Richard & Mary Farrell - 25 years service 
with Maynooth Tidy Towns 

Town’s Award Night 11th November 2009 
Speech By:  Mr. Mattie Callaghan - Chairman 

Ciaran Lanigan & Paul Lanigan received their 
award from Robert O’Reilly 

Sean Cushen, Mattie Callaghan, & Janet Dooley 

Colm Purcell, Lord Mayor of Kildare, Mattie 
Callaghan & Freddie O’Melia 

Moira Baxter Presenting award to  
Des Matthews for Woodlands Estate 
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December/January Diary PlannerDecember/January Diary PlannerDecember/January Diary PlannerDecember/January Diary Planner    

If you would like your event for February put into The If you would like your event for February put into The If you would like your event for February put into The If you would like your event for February put into The 
Diary please contact The NewsletterDiary please contact The NewsletterDiary please contact The NewsletterDiary please contact The Newsletter    

 Tel:  01 Tel:  01 Tel:  01 Tel:  01----6285922628592262859226285922    
EEEE----mail:  maynoothcc@eircom.netmail:  maynoothcc@eircom.netmail:  maynoothcc@eircom.netmail:  maynoothcc@eircom.net    

Unit 5 Tesco SCUnit 5 Tesco SCUnit 5 Tesco SCUnit 5 Tesco SC    
Carton Park, Carton Park, Carton Park, Carton Park,     
Maynooth,Maynooth,Maynooth,Maynooth,    
Co. Kildare.Co. Kildare.Co. Kildare.Co. Kildare.    

Maynooth ICAMaynooth ICAMaynooth ICAMaynooth ICA    
Meetings take place every Meetings take place every Meetings take place every Meetings take place every     
1st Thursday of the Month 1st Thursday of the Month 1st Thursday of the Month 1st Thursday of the Month     

at 8.00 p.m. at 8.00 p.m. at 8.00 p.m. at 8.00 p.m.     
in the I.C.A. Hall in the Harbourin the I.C.A. Hall in the Harbourin the I.C.A. Hall in the Harbourin the I.C.A. Hall in the Harbour    

Crafts Every Monday Night at 8.00 p.mCrafts Every Monday Night at 8.00 p.mCrafts Every Monday Night at 8.00 p.mCrafts Every Monday Night at 8.00 p.m. 
New Members WelcomeNew Members WelcomeNew Members WelcomeNew Members Welcome    

December  meeting takes place December  meeting takes place December  meeting takes place December  meeting takes place     
 Friday  11th at 11.00 a.m.  Friday  11th at 11.00 a.m.  Friday  11th at 11.00 a.m.  Friday  11th at 11.00 a.m.     
in the Community Library.in the Community Library.in the Community Library.in the Community Library.    
New members welcome.New members welcome.New members welcome.New members welcome.    

Enquires: Bernadette 01 6289131Enquires: Bernadette 01 6289131Enquires: Bernadette 01 6289131Enquires: Bernadette 01 6289131    

University of Third AgeUniversity of Third AgeUniversity of Third AgeUniversity of Third Age    Maynooth Senior CitizensMaynooth Senior CitizensMaynooth Senior CitizensMaynooth Senior Citizens    
Senior Citizens Shopping Night Senior Citizens Shopping Night Senior Citizens Shopping Night Senior Citizens Shopping Night     

at Supervalu takes place at Supervalu takes place at Supervalu takes place at Supervalu takes place     
Sunday 8th December.Sunday 8th December.Sunday 8th December.Sunday 8th December.    

Annual Dinner Dance takes place Annual Dinner Dance takes place Annual Dinner Dance takes place Annual Dinner Dance takes place     
Sunday 13th December Sunday 13th December Sunday 13th December Sunday 13th December     
in the Glenroyal Hotel.in the Glenroyal Hotel.in the Glenroyal Hotel.in the Glenroyal Hotel.    

Maynooth ToastmastersMaynooth ToastmastersMaynooth ToastmastersMaynooth Toastmasters    
Monday 14th December in the Monday 14th December in the Monday 14th December in the Monday 14th December in the     
Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth Glenroyal Hotel, Maynooth     

at 7.45 p.m.at 7.45 p.m.at 7.45 p.m.at 7.45 p.m.    
After the Christmas Break we will be backAfter the Christmas Break we will be backAfter the Christmas Break we will be backAfter the Christmas Break we will be back    

 Monday 11th January in the  Monday 11th January in the  Monday 11th January in the  Monday 11th January in the     
Glenroyal Hotel at 7.45 p.m.Glenroyal Hotel at 7.45 p.m.Glenroyal Hotel at 7.45 p.m.Glenroyal Hotel at 7.45 p.m.    
New Members WelcomeNew Members WelcomeNew Members WelcomeNew Members Welcome    

Maynooth Flower & Garden ClubMaynooth Flower & Garden ClubMaynooth Flower & Garden ClubMaynooth Flower & Garden Club    
December Club NiteDecember Club NiteDecember Club NiteDecember Club Nite    

Club Members Share Christmas IdeasClub Members Share Christmas IdeasClub Members Share Christmas IdeasClub Members Share Christmas Ideas    
Tuesday 8th December Tuesday 8th December Tuesday 8th December Tuesday 8th December     

in the Loftus Hall, Maynooth College in the Loftus Hall, Maynooth College in the Loftus Hall, Maynooth College in the Loftus Hall, Maynooth College     
All Welcome. All Welcome. All Welcome. All Welcome.     

Come and get into the Christmas SpiritCome and get into the Christmas SpiritCome and get into the Christmas SpiritCome and get into the Christmas Spirit    
Tea, Coffee/Mince Pies served after Tea, Coffee/Mince Pies served after Tea, Coffee/Mince Pies served after Tea, Coffee/Mince Pies served after     

DemonstrationDemonstrationDemonstrationDemonstration    

     Maynooth Community LibraryMaynooth Community LibraryMaynooth Community LibraryMaynooth Community Library 

Maynooth Film for All  club’s next film is Maynooth Film for All  club’s next film is Maynooth Film for All  club’s next film is Maynooth Film for All  club’s next film is 
“Encounters at the End of the World “ which “Encounters at the End of the World “ which “Encounters at the End of the World “ which “Encounters at the End of the World “ which 

takes place on takes place on takes place on takes place on     
Wednesday 9th December at 7.45 p.m. in Wednesday 9th December at 7.45 p.m. in Wednesday 9th December at 7.45 p.m. in Wednesday 9th December at 7.45 p.m. in     

John Hume Lecture Hall in NUI Maynooth.John Hume Lecture Hall in NUI Maynooth.John Hume Lecture Hall in NUI Maynooth.John Hume Lecture Hall in NUI Maynooth.    
Crafts with MaryCrafts with MaryCrafts with MaryCrafts with Mary    

Mary will hold a craft session for children in theMary will hold a craft session for children in theMary will hold a craft session for children in theMary will hold a craft session for children in the    
library on 9th December.  library on 9th December.  library on 9th December.  library on 9th December.      
Ask at desk for details. Ask at desk for details. Ask at desk for details. Ask at desk for details.     

Donadea Forest ParkDonadea Forest ParkDonadea Forest ParkDonadea Forest Park    
Stuck for a Christmas Gift?Stuck for a Christmas Gift?Stuck for a Christmas Gift?Stuck for a Christmas Gift?    

Come along to Donadea Forest Park Come along to Donadea Forest Park Come along to Donadea Forest Park Come along to Donadea Forest Park     
Saturdays & Sundays Saturdays & Sundays Saturdays & Sundays Saturdays & Sundays     

5th, 6th, 12th, 13th, 19th & 20th December .5th, 6th, 12th, 13th, 19th & 20th December .5th, 6th, 12th, 13th, 19th & 20th December .5th, 6th, 12th, 13th, 19th & 20th December .    
Xmas wreaths, swags and decorations, woodcraft, Xmas wreaths, swags and decorations, woodcraft, Xmas wreaths, swags and decorations, woodcraft, Xmas wreaths, swags and decorations, woodcraft, 
jewellery, local photography, paintings, homemade jewellery, local photography, paintings, homemade jewellery, local photography, paintings, homemade jewellery, local photography, paintings, homemade 
cakes, tarts, plum puddings, mince pies, xmas cards cakes, tarts, plum puddings, mince pies, xmas cards cakes, tarts, plum puddings, mince pies, xmas cards cakes, tarts, plum puddings, mince pies, xmas cards 
depicting local scenes. All made by a group from depicting local scenes. All made by a group from depicting local scenes. All made by a group from depicting local scenes. All made by a group from 

the Donadea Community.the Donadea Community.the Donadea Community.the Donadea Community.    
Trevor Sargeant Minister of State for Trevor Sargeant Minister of State for Trevor Sargeant Minister of State for Trevor Sargeant Minister of State for 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Food will launch this Agriculture, Fisheries and Food will launch this Agriculture, Fisheries and Food will launch this Agriculture, Fisheries and Food will launch this 
event on Sunday 6th December at 12.00 p.m.event on Sunday 6th December at 12.00 p.m.event on Sunday 6th December at 12.00 p.m.event on Sunday 6th December at 12.00 p.m.    
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Party Political-Labour News 

Maynooth Labour News 

Cllr. John McGinley 
Emmet Stagg T.D. 

 
Update on the Provision of a Teen Cafe in Maynooth 
 
Cllr. John McGinley acted as conveynor on behalf of the Community Council in calling a meeting of people 
interested in setting up a Teen Cafe. 
 
The meeting was held in the Glenroyal on 27 October and Cllr. McGinley gave the following address to those in 
attendance: 
 
"The purpose of the meeting tonight is to elect a Chairperson and Secretary in order to progress the Teen Cafe 
proposal.   
 
First of all I would like to give you some background information on how we got to where we are on the provision 
of community facilities in the town. 
 
Around three years ago the Community Council made a submission to Kildare County Council for an Arts Centre 
and Community Facilities at the Geraldine Hall.  This proposal was based on wide-ranging consultation and 
research conducted by Maynooth Community Centre Partnership, Maynooth Action Strategy, Maynooth 
Community Council and Maynooth Arts Forum.  The proposal catered for a Theatre and Arts Centre, Senior 
Citizens and Youth Cafe, with Maynooth Community Council being the Anchor Tenant.  This proposal was 
consistent with Kildare County Council's Maynooth Action Area Plan of February '06. 
 
The intention was that the Community Centre would be built by the Developers of the Harbour Area as the 
community gain for the people of Maynooth.  There were five different developers and the Plan was that they 
would act as one and produce a Five Star development for this central part of the town. Unfortunately one of the 
developers jumped ship and decided to go it alone with a truly awful proposal that was eventually rejected by An 
Bord Pleanala. 
 
However, everything was held up for two years and as a result the peak of the Celtic Tiger was missed and there 
was now no chance of the project being funded by the developers in the short to medium term. 
 
So we had to go to Plan B. 
 
In January '08 the County Council's Planning Department helped to provide a possible alternative venue.    
 
It was a Condition of the Planning for the new TESCO premises that TESCO would provide Unit 16 on the first 
floor for community use.  It is 485 sq.m and the end use of the space would be decided by the Council's Director 
of Services. 
  
I suggested to the County Council that the space be divide one third for the Teen Cafe and the other two thirds 
for the Theatre, now that the possibility of them being provided at the Geraldine Hall by developers was no 
longer probable.    

(Continued on page 56) 
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   FIELD SOLICITORS 
• Buying, Selling Re-mortgaging 

• Family Law, Divorce, Separation 

• Litigation & Personal Injuries* 

• Wills, Probate & Administration of Estates 

• Landlord & Tenant 

Office Unit 4, Manor Mills Centre, Maynooth  
(Conveniently Located in the offices at the back of Manor Mills 

Shopping Centre near the Car Park) 

 
*In contentious business a solicitor may not calculate fees or other 
charges as a percentage or proportion of any award or settlement 

 
 Tel: 01 6291155/6291154 
 
 Fax: 01 6016485 
 
 Email: info@fieldsolicitors.ie 

 

Seasons Greetings  
To All Our Clients 

 
 

KKKK    
ilcock Golf Club was the venue for The John Tiernan Memorial Cup on the 7th 
November. 30 brave golfers battled the wet and windy elements on the layout 

of Kilcock Golf Club for this annual trophy. Home advantage saw Michael Flynn Jnr. 
win the cup with a very good score of 39pts of a handicap of 8, followed by 
Gerry Mc Ternan with a score of 36pts and John Byrne 35pts. 
Presentation of the prizes was held in Caufield’s at 9.30 that night to a large 
gathering of friends and fellow golfers of the late John who was a great supporter of 
the golf society. 
Our next event is the annual Golf Scramble at Knockanally in aid of Maynooth Senior 
Citizens on 5th December. 

Maynooth Golf Society 

1st Prize Mick Flynn (Jnr) 39pts 

2nd Prize Gerry Mc Ternan 36pts 

3rd prize John Byrne 35pts 

4th Prize Barry Farrell 34pts B9 

5th prize Liam Farrelly 34pts 

Front 9 Kevin Loftus 21pts 

Back 9 Joey Edwards 17pts 

Visitors R Tobin 32pts 

Nearest the Pin Mick Flynn (Jnr)  

2’s club Joey Edwards  

Next Venue: Knockanally Golf Club 5th December 

Result Sheet—John Tiernan Cup 
 

Outing to Kilcock Golf Club Date 7th November 2009 
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Party Political-Labour News 
  
On the 16th July I had a meeting with Director of 
Services, Peter Minnock and Des O'Sullivan from 
Kildare Youth Services (KYS) and Mary Haughey from 
the Health Service Executive (HSE).  The intenion of 
the County Council is to fully involve KYS, HSE and 
another body called Cill Dara ar Aghaidh in the 
development and ongoing running of the Teen Cafe. 
  
At the meeting on 16 July last Peter Minnock advised 
us that the TESCO Community unit would not now be 
available for use for another two years because of the 
economic downturn. 
  
I suggested that we look for an immediate meeting 
with TESCO to see how we could bring things 
forward.  I made the following suggestions: 
  
1. Instead of providing us with the free unit would 
TESCO develop a Teen Cafe and Theatre at the 
Geraldine Hall instead? 
 Would TESCO make available an existing space on a 
temporary basis for a Teen Cafe? 
On the 23 July  Peter Minnock, Cllr. Senan Griffin and 
myself had a meeting with two of TESCO's senior 
people Louise Phillips and Michael Sullivan. 
  
Unfortunately, the TESCO reps stated that my 
suggestion for the Geraldine Hall was a non runner. 
  
TESCO stated that they would consider my proposal 
for temporary Teen Cafe on an existing unit 
further.  They made the point that it would have to be 
fitted out at our cost and then all would have to move 
to the new unit after a year.  
  
It was agreed that we would meet again on the 21 
September. 
  
The other Area Councillors also attended the meeting 
on 21 September. 
  
TESCO's Louise Phillips stated that the best case 
senario for completion of the community unit was mid 
2011.  A TESCO Board decision has to be made before 
construction can begin.  The principle to build is still 
there.  
  
In order to provide a premises for the Teen cafe in 
the meantime TESCO considered renting a portacabin 
but the rental is prohibitive. 
  
It was suggested that we pursue the rental of a 
suitable premises elsewhere in the town and both Cllr. 
Griffin and myself contacted estate agents to see 
what was available. 

  
A  suitable premises has been identified.  It is 2100 
sq. ft. and the County Council believe that it would be 
ideal for a Teen Cafe and because it is so big we 
might also be able to incorporate a Theatre and 
Performing Arts Centre.  At the Community Council 
Meeting two weeks ago I proposed that the 
Community Council set up a Sub-Committee in order 
to help progress the Project and that brings us to the 
meeting here tonight. 
 
Also, the good news is that The Scouts are very 
interested in refurbishing the Geraldine Hall for their 
use and also for other community groups.  They are 
in direct discussions with the Council's Director of 
Services, Peter Minnock and your local County 
Councillors on progressing the Project." 
 
Those present the elected Hugh Gallagher as 
Chairperson and Deirdre Cullen as acting Secretary.  
Hugh proposed and it was agreed that a Public 
Meeting should be held in order to elect as broad a 
Committee as possible.  This meeting is likely to take 
place in early December and it will be advertised 
widely. 
 
Extension of Dublin Bus service to Moyglare Hall 
Estate, Maynooth 
 
Cllr. John McGinley was given the following update at 
the Area Meeting on 5 November: 
 
"The Transportation Department has contacted 
Dublin Bus to determine their timescale for the 
delivery of the extension of their services.  A 
number of civil engineering works required on 
the Moyglare Road has been identified and a 
request to the Dublin Transportation Office for 
capital funding to undertake this work to the 
benefit of bus passengers in the area will be 
prepared once a reply is received from Dublin 
Bus." 
 
Reinstatement of green areas in Maynooth 
 
Cllr. John McGinley was given the following update at 
the Area Meeting on 5 November: 
 
"This work is being carried out as part of the Lower 
Liffey Valley Regional Sewerage Scheme Network 
Contracts.  A reinstatement plan was drawn up 
following consultation with Maynooth Tidy Towns 
Committee and Leinster Cottages Residents 
Association. 
Reinstatement of Pound Park has commenced.  The 
Bandstand has been dismantled and transported to 
storage.  The foundations of the Bandstand have 

(Continued from page 54) 

(Continued on page 57) 
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been removed.  The contractor has started installing 
the base of the footpath in the park.  Over the next 
fortnight the construction of the footpath and paved 
areas as well as installation of bollards will be 
completed.  Once the above work is completed a 
landscaper will carry out topsoiling and seeding. 
 
A price has been received from the contractor for the 
planned reinstatement of The Little Pound.  An 
instruction has been issued to proceed with this work. 
The work is currently being scheduled. 
 
The Contractor is scheduled to recommence tunnelling 
works next week from the drive shaft in the green 
area outside the main entrance to Maynooth College.  
Tunnelling will take approximately three weeks 
followed by manhole construction which will take one 
and a half weeks.  Reinstatement is scheduled to be 
complete by early December." 
  
 
Cllr McGinley again calls for the Traffic Lights at 
the Glenroyal to be Switched OFF 
 
As most residents will know there was traffic chaos in 
Maynooth during the first week in November.  The 
Gardai had to take charge of Traffic Control at the 
Glenroyal/Straffan Road junction because of the 
inability of the traffic signals to do so.  At the 
Celbridge Area Committee of the Council on 5 
November Cllr. McGinley again demanded that the 
traffic lights at the Glenroyal be switched OFF as they 
are doing more harm that good.  John asked that the 
North/South pedestrian signals remain.  The Council 
Officials replied as follows: 
 
"There is an identified fault with the wireless 
communication signals within the town of Maynooth. 
The repair of this fault has been costed and it is 
expected that this fault will be repaired this month.  It 
is expected that within a period of 4 weeks the 
SCOOT system will revert to running to optium 
effect." 
 
Junction of Greenfield Estate/Shopping Centre with 
Straffan Road 
 
Cllr. John McGinley's motion to the Area Committee 
asked: 
 
What is the estimated cost of providing a left turning 
lane at this busy junction? 
 
He got the following ridiculous reply: 
 
 

"The Traffic Management Section do not agree 
that a left turning lane is required at this 
junction.  The provision of a widening scheme 
for a minor road, cul-de-sac, will involve using 
private land and will also have a detrimantal 
impact on pedestrians on the Main Straffan 
Road needing to cross the widened side road.  
The needs of vulnerable road users in the are 
would be considered in preference to users of a 
cul-de-sac." 
 
As the engineer who gave the reply had obvisouly 
looked at the wrong junction Cllr. asked to meet him/
her on site. 
 
ADULT AND CHILD PSYCHOLOGIST SERVICE IN 
KILDARE ON ITS KNEES 
 
Deputy Emmet Stagg questioned the Minister for 
Health in relation to the number of Adult Psychologists 
and Child Psychologists currently employed in Co. 
Kildare and the number of psychologists who would 
be required to meet existing demands. 
 
The HSE responding to Deputy Stagg stated that at 
present there were 9 Psychologists employed but 
indicated that the numbers required to meet existing 
demands in Kildare would be 36 psychologists. A 
further 3 psychologists are to be recruited shortly. 
 
Deputy Stagg has described the figures as startling 
where we effectively have a service operating at 25% 
of the level required. In effect the Government is 
condemning both adults and children to continued 
distress unless relatives or parents can afford private 
psychologists. This stated Deputy Stagg is nothing 
short of scandalous and given the present economic 
conditions under which people are living the demands 
on the service are only going to increase. 
 
In conclusion Deputy Stagg stated that he would raise 
the insufficient level of service with the Minister for 
Health further. 
 
522 PEOPLE AWAITING ASSESSMENT FOR 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY IN KILDARE 
 
Deputy Emmet Stagg questioned the Minister for 
Health in relation to the number of people in Co. 
Kildare who were awaiting assessment for 
Occupational Therapy. 
 
The HSE responding to Deputy Stagg on behalf of the 
Minister indicated that there were 288 adults awaiting 
assessment and 234 children awaiting assessment for 
Occupational Therapy. 
 

(Continued from page 56) 
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These figures stated Deputy Stagg show that the 
Government and the Minister for Health simply do not 
care about the welfare of people requiring 
Occupational Therapy. 7 posts remain vacant in the 
service and the HSE will not recruit additional 
Occupational Therapists. 
 
Occupational Therapy is a vital component in assisting 
people to rehabilitate following an accident or stroke 
and the delay in assessment obviously delays the 
provision of assistance and their final recovery. 
 
Deputy Stagg stated that he would question the 
Minister for Health in relation to the failure to fill the 
vacant posts in the service in Kildare. 
 
LABOUR MOTION SEEKING TWO YEAR 
MORATORIUM ON FAMILY HOME 
REPOSSESSIONS VOTED DOWN BY 
GOVERNMENT 
 
Deputy Emmet Stagg has expressed his 
disappointment at the decision by the Government to 
vote down a Labour Party Private Members Motion 
which was debated in the Dail on Tuesday 3rd and 
Wednesday 4th November, and which sought the 
introduction of a two year moratorium on family home 
repossessions. 
 
The motion if passed stated Deputy Stagg would have 
given borrowers who were making reasonable efforts 
to meet their obligations to pay their mortgage some 
sense of comfort given the strained economic times 
we live in. It would have removed the element of fear 
for those making serious efforts to pay their 
mortgages. It would have shown that the Government 
is not joined at the hip with the bankers and 
developers who are getting €54 Billion under NAMA. 
Separately this measure, if it had been agreed upon, 
could have been a crucial element in securing an 
agreement for national recovery given the harsh 
measures before us now which the public are 
expected to take.  
 
In conclusion Deputy Stagg stated that the very 
people who drove the Housing Market to 
unsustainable heights, forced young couples into 
purchasing overpriced properties, gave developers 
and bankers a free rein, are now the ones who will 
not step in and take reasonable measures to protect 
those making an effort to pay their mortgage. Fianna 
Fail should be ashamed of themselves for abandoning 
ordinary people at this time of economic crisis. 

 
 
 

Dail Transcript of Speech by  
Deputy Emmet Stagg  

Wednesday November 4th     
Labour Private Members Motion 
Seeking two-year moratorium on family home 

repossessions 
 
   Deputy Emmet Stagg: I thank Deputy Ciarán 
Lynch and the Labour Party for putting this motion 
before the House. 
 
  During the period of financial madness, large 
numbers of families were forced to purchase their 
homes 50 miles to 70 miles from their workplaces and 
communities at high prices.  A high percentage of 
them have recently lost their jobs or businesses and 
are no longer able to pay the high mortgages on their 
homes.  The finance houses, banks, building societies 
and sub-prime lenders will take off their sheep's 
clothing and be seen for the greedy wolves that they 
are, mercilessly pursuing the home owner for every 
last penny due.  Home owners will be dragged before 
the courts where their homes will be taken from them 
and be left then with the further debt arising from the 
negative equity on their homes. 
 
The Labour Party motion, if passed and implemented, 
would take the first steps in preventing this inevitable 
scenario.  Last night I listened to the Minister of State, 
Deputy Martin Mansergh, reading a script outlining 
the Government's position.  I was somewhat surprised 
the Office of Public Works has taken over 
responsibility for housing.  His speech was pathetic.  
It refused to accept or recognise the reality of the 
crisis facing thousands of families whose homes are 
threatened, instead claiming there was no practice of 
mass evictions in modern Ireland.  It stressed we 
should be careful lest we upset the banks as it may 
affect our credit rating. 
 
Either the Government is blind to reality or it could 
not give a damn about the little people.  The 
Government could find €54 billion to bail out the 
banks and its friends, the developers and builders.  As 
far as those home owners in trouble are concerned, it 
is a case of let the devil take the hindmost.  For this 
Government, the home owner with a mortgage he 
cannot pay is the hindmost and can go to the devil. 
 
Deputy Willie Penrose in a forceful contribution to this 
debate described the financial carousel that faced the 
home seeker during our period of financial madness 
when second-hand council houses could change 
hands for up to €500,000.  Home buyers were faced 
with the might and resources of the finance houses 
and developers only to be poorly served by the 

(Continued from page 57) 

(Continued on page 59) 



 

59 

Party Political-Labour News 

surveyors and solicitors they hired.  Banks with their sheep's clothing on shovelled money at the home buyers, convincing 
them to buy now before there was another increase in price. 
 
In one instance I know of in my area, a developer increased the price of houses in one day by €20,000 per unit.  The banks 
sanctioned the extra loans and mortgages over the mobile telephones of purchasers.  The response was simply, "Get in quick, 
no problem with the extra money".  I am sure some bank manager got a bonus for that nice deal.  The builder certainly did. 
 
The sheep's clothing is off now and we can see the greedy wolves for what they are while the Government says not to disturb 
the bankers.  All of this could have been prevented and avoided.  The Government played a key role in creating and 
magnifying the problem which is now a crisis.  If the Government had implemented the Kenny report on building land, 
thereby controlling its price, regulated the financial institutions and not adopted the McCreevy light-finger regulation, none 
of this would have occurred.  Of course, Fianna Fáil never had any intention of doing so as it would have offended their 
paymasters in the Galway Races tent.  Now the home owner must pick up the tab and is abandoned by the Government.  The 
Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government has been derelict in its duty. 
 
The stark reality is that tens of thousands of families are unable to pay their mortgages.  They must be housed somewhere 
which they can afford.  Instead of them swelling the lists for RAS, rent subsidy or social housing, the Labour Party argues 
the best option is to let them stay where they have already established their homes with their families.  In turn, they should 
be allowed to pay what they can afford and when their situation improves they can resume full payments on their mortgages. 
 
Unfortunately, during our period of financial madness, houses were used as a common commodity to be speculated on, to 
invest in and to increase the wealth of those already well-off.  If the speculators are in trouble now, they will not get any 
sympathy from me.  A home is not just a piece of real estate or property.  A home is usually a once-in-a-lifetime purchase 
where families put down roots and become part of a community.  It is where family members love one 
another and children are born and reared to adulthood.  It is the place where members of a family are 
protected, cared for and can feel secure.  A home is a permanent place of shelter, the roof over one's head 
and the place to where everyone returns.  The right to a home is a basic human right.  To treat a home as just 
another piece of property that can be given or taken away at the behest of a financial institution is immoral.  
It is the denial to that right to a home and shelter.  I urge the Government to seriously think again before 
rejecting this Labour Party motion. 

(Continued from page 58) 

Support Your Local Cab Company 
 
I have a Business in  Maynooth for the last ten years called Maynooth Express Cabs. I re-mortgaged my 
house to buy this business and things were good until about two years ago. 
 
I have 45 drivers operating out of my office of which 95% are local people from Maynooth and surrounding  
areas. 
 
We have a major issue with taxis coming from Dublin, Naas, etc. standing for hire all over the main street and 
even outside our entrance.  I do not have a problem with the Taxis when they operate legal, driving up and 
down until they are flagged down.  On any given night an unofficial rank is set up on the main street, which I 
have pictures to prove. I have been onto the Taxi regulator and local Garda, 
 
Our business is been effected by this. From January unless something is done we may have to close at 8p.m. 
every night. 
 
A lot of families will be effected by this including my own.  The Regulator says he only has limited staff for the 
whole country to deal with situations like this. 
 
If they started issuing a fine for €250 they would not be long about covering their wages.  The local Garda are 
on hand trying to do what they can but limited staff is not helping. 
 
Mark Nolan would welcome the Communities views on this matter.               

 Mark Nolan 



 

60 

January       February       March      

M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

    1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

4 5 6 7 8 9 11  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31          29 30 31     

� � �      � � �         � � �  

7: 15: 23: 30:     5: 14: 22: 28:        7: 15: 23: 30: 
                       

April       May       June      

M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

   1 2 3 4  31     1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

26 27 28 29 30    24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30     

� � �      � � �      � � �     

6: 14: 21: 28:     6: 14: 21: 28: :    1: 8: 15: 23:    

                       
July       August       September     

M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

   1 2 3 4        1    1 2 3 4 5 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11  2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

26 27 28 29 30 31   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30    

        30 31              

� � �      � � �      � � �     

4: 11: 18: 26:     3: 10: 16: 24:     1: 8: 15: 23:    

                       
October      November      December     

M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S  M T W T F S S 

    1 2 3  1 2 3 4 5 6 7    1 2 3 4 5 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  29 30       27 28 29 30 31   

� � �  �    � �  �     � �  �    

1: 7: 14: 23: 30    6: 13: 21: 28:     5: 13: 21: 28:    



 

61 

 
 
Good news for Kildare homeowners facing mortgage difficulties - 
Fitzpatrick  
 
The newly agreed Programme for Government includes measures that will help to protect Kildare homeowners 
who face difficulties with their mortgage repayments according to local Fianna Fail TD Michael Fitzpatrick.  
 
“I am very supportive of any action that will assist homeowners during this economic downturn. Many 
homeowners in Kildare are facing job losses, reduced salaries or reduced hours which can severely affect their 
household income. Protecting the family home is a priority for people and we need to support them in that.”  
 
“Under the new Programme for Government, Fianna Fáil and the Green Party have committed to introducing 
new measures to protect families who are having difficulties with their home mortgage payments.    
 
“The Government will conduct a review of the existing arrangements. Solutions that are being considered 
include reduced interest rates; longer maturity dates; the rolling up of outstanding interest; banks taking equity 
in the house or banks taking ownership and leasing back to the resident with rent payments coming off the 
overall mortgage.”  
 
“I have raised this issue repeatedly in recent times so I am very pleased to see that the Government has given 
this commitment. The exact details of the plan are still to be worked out but I am encouraged by the 
commitment to mortgage holders,” concluded Deputy Fitzpatrick. 
 
 
Fitzpatrick welcomes funding for Toni River flood works 
 
Local Fianna Fail TD Michael Fitzpatrick has welcomed the news that funding has been awarded to tackle 
flooding of the Toni River in Celbridge.  
 
“The Minister of State at the Department of Office of Public Works, Martin Mansergh has informed me that 
funding of €150,000 is being made available to Kildare County Council for work to alleviate flooding of the Toni 
River in Celbrige.”  
 
“This river has burst its banks in the past causing severe difficulties for local residents.”  
 
“The funding was awarded following an application from Kildare County Council. The OPW prioritised projects 
that required immediate measures or studies in their areas and I am pleased that the Toni River has been 
targeted for funding.”  
 
“I know that the Minister was keen to prioritise areas where there was substantial risk to homes and other 
properties.”  
 
“I am confident that work will begin shortly and will make a substantial difference to the area,” concluded 
Deputy Fitzpatrick. 
 
 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Santa Claus 
The North Pole 
 
Dear Santa Claus, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love, 
 

Name   ………………………………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………. 
             ………………………………………………… 
           ………………………………………………… 

 
Post your letter in Casey’s SuperValu Maynooth (beside Glenroyal Hotel) 
Santa will be visiting on Saturday 12th  December to collect all your letters. 

 

A Letter To Santa 

December, 2009 
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Community Support for Older People Scheme makes a welcome return – Fitzpatrick  
 
The Community Support for Older People Scheme that was suspended has been re-opened pending the 
consideration of a comprehensive review of the operation of the Scheme according to local Fianna Fail TD 
Michael Fitzpatrick.  
 
“The Community Support for Older People Scheme was a very popular way of providing grants to local 
organisations who worked in the community to assist older people.”  
 
“The grants helped to pay for small security measures for older people including the once off cost of installing 
monitored alarm systems, security lighting, smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.”  
 
“I am pleased that Kildare’s community and voluntary organisations participating in the Scheme will once again 
be able to receive this valuable funding. I understand that local groups have been notified and have been 
advised of the conditions attaching to the reopening of the current Scheme.”  
 
“I would like to commend the hard work by those community and voluntary organisations who work so hard to 
assist our local older people. I am delighted that this Scheme is re-opened as I know that the measures that are 
paid can give increased sense of personal security to older people and allow them to remain in their own homes 
living independent lives for longer,” concluded Deputy Fitzpatrick. 
 
 
Fitpatrick urges Kildare firms to apply for new jobs support 
 
 
Kildare firms should examine if they are eligible for a new Government offer to support jobs which are viable but 
under threat by the current economic challenges, according to Fianna Fáil TD and Convenor of the Oireachtas 
Enterprise Committee, Michael Fitzpatrick.  
   
“Following confirmation that 435 firms nationwide are to receive support to maintain over 7,400 jobs the 
Government is now opening up a second round of the scheme. Kildare firms which are considered vulnerable but 
viable can receive €9,100 over 15 months for each qualifying employee.”  
   
“The scheme is aimed at helping firms to avoid making people redundant by offering financial support to retain 
jobs. The new round will be open to a broader range of Kildare firms and will take on board a number of points 
made by the business community.”  
   
“Details will be announced next week, but it has been confirmed that the support will be open to both exporting 
and non-exporting companies. It will be managed by Enterprise Ireland which has been working hard to support 
medium and small sized firms in Kildare and throughout the country. These firms traditionally form the backbone 
of our economy.”  
   
“A special website has been established at www.employmentsubsidy.ie and details of the second round will be 
made available here in the coming days as well as through Enterprise Ireland offices.”  
   
“I would encourage all Kildare companies, especially those who may have not been eligible for the first round, to 
examine the new conditions and see if they are eligible for a scheme which is aimed at keeping jobs in our 
communities”, concluded Deputy Fitzpatrick.  

(Continued from page 61) 
 



 

64 

 
 
Name: ___________________________________________Age:_______ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone No.:___________________________ 
 

THE WINNERS OF LAST MONTH’S COMPETITION WERE 
Under 7 years: Seán Mahon, Silken Vale, Maynooth 
 
Over 7 years: Orlaith Elliott, Donadea, Co. Kildare. 
Prize money for each age group to be collected at:  
Maynooth Community Council Office , Unit 5 Tesco Shopping Centre,  
Maynooth, Co. Kildare 

December 2009/January 2010 
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Aine Brady TD - Constituency Office Maynooth, No 4 Centre 
Point, The Mall, Maynooth - available to meet constituents 
every Monday. Please phone 01 618 3057 (Hannah or 
Eamon) or 01 628 5269 (Trish) for an appointment.   

E-mail contact – aine.brady@oireachtas.ie 

 
Please feel free to contact me at any stage about any local or national issue. 
 
News Updates: If you would like to receive News Updates, please e-mail me at 
aine.brady@oireachtas.ie and we will add you to our circulation list. 

Dail Address                     Department Address  
Aine Brady TD                           Aine Brady TD  
Leinster House,          Minister of State at the Department of Health  
Kildare Street,                                Hawkins House  
Dublin 2.                                  Dublin 2.  
Tel: 01 6183057/ 01 6285269            Tel No. 01 6354791 Fax No. 01 635 4765 
E-mail aine.brady@oireachtas.ie       minister_brady@health.gov.ie  
Website www.ainebrady.com 
 
Local Fianna Fail Councillor Paul Kelly – Contact Details: 086 2560548; e-mail paul.kelly@pkelly.ie 
website www.pkelly.ie 
 
Grants under the Scheme of Community Support for Older People recommence says Brady 

 
Local TD and Minister of State Aine Brady has been informed by her colleague Mr. John Curran T.D., Minister of 
State at the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, that his Department has announced the re-
opening of the Scheme of Support for Older People.  
 
‘I have been informed by the Department that it has agreed to lift the suspension of the Scheme pending 
consideration of a comprehensive review of the operation of the Scheme and the putting in place of revised 
arrangements for 2010.’ stated Minister Brady. 
 
‘The Kildare Community and voluntary organisations that participated in the Scheme in recent years have been 
notified and have been advised of the conditions attaching to the reopening of the current Scheme.’ 
 
‘The Scheme assists qualifying older people, aged 65 years and over, by means of community based grants. 
Funding is provided towards the once-off cost of installing monitored alarm systems, security lighting, and smoke/
carbon monoxide detectors.’ 
 

‘Great credit is due to the invaluable work carried out by the local community organisations in promoting and 
operating the Scheme of Community Support for Older People.’ concluded Minister Brady 

Minister Brady welcomes the introduction of A Fair Deal 

Áine Brady, T.D., Minister for Older People and Health Promotion, today (5th October 2009) welcomed the 
announcement today of 27th October as the date for the introduction of the new Nursing Homes Support 
Scheme, A Fair Deal.  

“The Fair Deal scheme aims to make long term nursing home care accessible and affordable whether in a 
voluntary, public or private care home and will free families from anxiety over financial commitments for the care 
of their loved ones.” stated Minister Brady who steered the Legalisation through the Houses of the 
Oireachtas.Noting that an initial 12,000 applications are expected, Minister Brady urged those wishing to avail of 

(Continued on page 66) 
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the financial support towards nursing home costs 
under A Fair Deal to familiarise themselves with the 
application process so as to be ready to apply to the 
HSE on the 27th of October. 

Further information on the Fair Deal can be obtained 
on the HSE website www.hse.ie or by phoning the 
HSE helpline on 1 850 24 1850.    

The Minister also identified that, depending on a 
person’s capacity to apply for the Nursing Home Loan, 
a person may, from today, apply for the appointment 
of a care representative through the Circuit Court.  

New measures to protect family home welcome 
– Minister Brady 

 
The Government is set to introduce new measures to 
protect family homes for those who face difficulties in 
paying their mortgages according to Kildare North 
Fianna Fail TD and Minister of State, Áine Brady. 
 
“As part of the reviewed Programme for Government 
we were keen to address the difficulties faced by 
many families in meeting their mortgage 
commitments following loss of income following 
redundancy, job loss or reduced hours.” 
 
“It is essential that greater flexibility is provided for 
the family home. New measures that will be brought 
in include reduced rates; longer maturity dates; rolling 
up of outstanding interest; the bank taking an equity 
interest in the home or the bank taking ownership and 
leasing it back to the resident with rent payments 
coming off the loan.” 
 
“Many families in the commuter belt are experiencing 
real hardship and anxiety due to changes to their 
financial circumstances. There are over 14,000 people 
now receiving mortgage interest supplement, an 
increase of over 75% since the end of 2008. This is a 
real indication of the level of difficulties out there.” 
 
“I raised the issue of Kildare homeowners facing 
difficulties with the Minister for Finance and I am 
pleased that practical measures are due to be 
introduced and that protecting the family home is to 
be prioritised,” concluded Minister Brady. 
 
Grants still available under Home Energy 
Saving Scheme says Brady. 
 
Local TD and Minister of State, Aine Brady, has urged 
Householders, as winter approaches, to check out the 

Home Energy Saving Scheme as Grants are still 
available to improve the energy efficient of their 
homes. 
 
'The Home Energy Saving (HES) scheme provides 
grants to homeowners who are interested in 
improving the energy efficiency of their home in order 
to reduce their energy and heating costs. The scheme 
is open to all owners of existing houses built before 
2006. Sustainable Energy Ireland administers the 
scheme.' 
 
'It is also providing, on a National Basis, employment 
opportunities for over 5000 construction workers and 
BER assessors.' 
 
'Assistance will be provided by way of fixed grants 
towards the costs of implementing energy efficiency 
measures. The types of measures currently eligible 
under this scheme are roof insulation, wall insulation, 
high efficiency boilers and heating control upgrades.' 
 
'Grants from €250 to €4000 are available under the 
different categories and details of the scheme can be 
obtained from Sustainable Energy Ireland on 1850 
927000, www.sei.ie , e-mail hes@sei.ie .' concluded 
Minister Brady. 
 
Funding for ICT Equipment for North Kildare 
Schools says Brady 
 
Local TD and Minister of State, Aine Brady, has been 
informed by the Minister for Education and Science, 
Batt O'Keeffe TD, that four Schools in North Kildare 
will receive grants for ICT equipment over the coming 
days as part of the Government’s continuing efforts to 
make technology an integral part of the learning 
process. 
 
'St Patrick's School in Celbridge will receive €13,500, 
Maynooth Girls Primary School will receive €10,000, 
Maynooth Educate Together will receive €4,500 and 
Gaelscoil Nas Na Riogh, Piper's Hill, Naas will receive 
€7,500.' stated Minister Brady after meeting with 
Minister O'Keeffe last Wednesday. 

'The money will be transferred to the school's 
accounts over the next week or so and they will 
receive by email documentation and guidelines 
regarding the procurement of the equipment such as 
computer hardware, software and digital equipment 
under the scheme. The grant will enable schools to 
equip these new classrooms with information and 
communications technology.''This investment comes 
on top of the announcement earlier this year that St. 

Continued from page 65) 
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Laurance's in Sallins and St. Patrick's in Celbridge 
would receive significant investment for ICT 
equipment. In addition in June of this year, funding 
was allocated to Maynooth Post Primary School, 
Salesian College in Celbridge and the Convent of 
Mercy on the Sallins Road, Naas which will deliver 
high-speed broadband connectivity to these schools.' 
 
'This latest investment will enable these schools to 
radically improve their information communications 
technology (ICT) capacity in the classroom and will 
assist the schools in equipping their new classrooms 
with appropriate technology to integrate ICT into 
teaching and learning.'   
 
'I will continue to work with all the Education 
Stakeholders in North Kildare to ensure that we get 
as much resources as possible in these challenging 
economic times.' concluded Deputy Brady. 

Celbridge to receive €150k for Flood Relief 
works says Brady 

Local TD and Minister for Older People and Health 
Promotion, Aine Brady, has |been informed by her 
colleague Dr. Martin Mansergh, T.D., Minister of 
State with special responsibility for the Office of 
Public Works (OPW) that funding is being made 
available to Kildare Co Co to address the flooding 
issues associated with the Toni River in Celbridge. 

‘€150,000 is to be allocated to Kildare Co Co to 
minimise the risk of future flooding from the Toni 
River in Celbridge.’ 

‘In the summer of 2008, the Toni River burst its 
banks and caused significant flooding in Celbridge. At 
that time, I met with local residents in Celbridge and 
committed myself to working with all the 
stakeholders to put in place a plan to minimise the 
risk of reoccurrence.' 

‘I want to commend Kildare Co Co and the OPW, 
who have worked with local organisations to secure 
the funding for the project.’ Concluded Minister 
Brady. 
 
Additional Funding for Housing Adaptation 
Grants says Brady 
 
Local TD and Minister for Older People and Health 
Promotion, Aine Brady, has been informed by her 
colleague, the Minister for Housing, Michael Finneran 
TD, that Kildare Co Co, is to receive additional 
funding for the Housing Adaptation Grant Schemes 
for Older People and People with a Disability. 
 
‘I have been informed that the Department of the 
Environment will be allocating an additional capital 

(Continued from page 66) allocation to Kildare County Council of €663,750, for 
the payment of Housing Adaptation Grants for People 
with a Disability, Housing Aids for Older People, & 
Mobility Aids Grant.’ Stated Minister Brady. 
 
The announcement was made following a meeting 
between Minister Brady and Minister Finneran on the 
issue last week. 
 
‘Earlier this year, over €1.8m was allocated to Kildare 
Co Co for the scheme and this €663,000 is  a 
significant addition to that allocation.’ 

‘A housing adaptation grant is available to eligible 
people, where changes need to be made to a home to 
make it suitable for a person with a physical, sensory 
or intellectual disability or mental health difficulty to 
live in.’ stated Minister Brady. 

‘It will also act as a local stimulus package for small 
contractors and provide valuable local employment.’ 
Concluded Minister Brady. 

HUMOUR FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
 
An honest politician, a 
kind lawyer and Santa 
Claus were walking down 
the street and saw a €20 
bill.  Which one picked it 
up? 
Santa!  The other two don't 
exist!  
 
Father Christmas: I thought I asked you to go 
out there and clear the snow! 
I'm on my way, Father Christmas. 
Father Christmas: But you only have one welly 
on! 
That's all right! There's only one foot of snow!  
 
What did Santa say to Mrs. Claus when he 
looked out the window?  
 Looks like "rain", "Dear"!  
 
How do sheep 
greet each other 
at Christmas ?  
A merry Christmas 
to ewe 
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Children’s CornerChildren’s CornerChildren’s CornerChildren’s Corner    

Connect The Dots Help the angel fly through the angel 
shaped maze to find his halo. 

 

Help the dizzy elf find his way down from 
the Christmas tree before he falls off. 

Connect The Dots 
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Children’s CornerChildren’s CornerChildren’s CornerChildren’s Corner    

Can You spot The Difference 

Answer to Spot The 

Difference 

Silly Jokes 
 

How do you catch a 

squirrel?  

Climb into a tree and act 

like a nut. 

 

Why didn't the skeleton 

cross the road? 

 Because he didn't have 

the guts to do it.  

 

Why don't cannibals eat 

comedians?  

Because they taste 

funny. 

 

Colour 

By 

Numbers 
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1   2   3  4  5  6 

             

  7           

        8     

9     10  11      

     12       13 

  14           

15         16    

       17      

18    19  20       

    21         

             

22      23       

Across: 
 
1.     Eradicate (7) 
4.     Holiday Accommodation (5) 
7.     Outer Layer (7) 
8.     Rot (5) 
9.     Friends (6) 
12.   Edible fungus (8) 
15.   Personal magnetism (8) 
17.   Musty (6) 
18.   Actor, _ _ _Karloff (5) 
21.   Functioning (7) 
22.   Tearful (5) 
23.   Heavy artillery fire (7) 
24.   Nice to look at (10) 

Down: 
 
1.       Sea in the Mediterranean (8) 
2. John _ _ _ , late Dad’s Army actor (6) 
3.       Remedy (4) 
4.       Take notice (4) 
5.       Farm Vehicle (7) 
6.       Indolent (4) 
10. Shatter (5) 
11. The Muhammadan religion (5) 
13. Famous Tudor warship (4,4) 
14. Whim (7) 
16. English painter (6) 
18. Ferment (4) 
19. Influence (4) 
20. Cheerless (4) 
24. Final heat (7) 
25. Aquatic bird (4) 
26. Variety of apple (6) 
27. Splendid (8) 
28. Pledged (5) 
29. Plenteous (11) 
30. Somnambulist (11) 
36. Seize by force (8) 
39. Washing (7) 
40. Walk in shallow water (6) 
42. Shooting area (5) 
45.     Racing car service area (4) 

Entries in before: 16th January 2010   
November Winner 
Name: Bernadette Duffy 
Address: Kingsbry, Maynooth 

Solutions to Crossword No. 83. 
Across: 1. Desert, 5. Mad, 7. Mania, 8. Venom,  
9. Shelter,13. Duke, 14. Relay, 17. Locker, 18. Gap,  
19. Shelve,20. Plate, 23. Ally, 25. Brewery, 28. Heave, 
29. Drove, 30. Day, 31. Infant. 
Down: 1. Devour, 2. Sandal, 3. Remedy, 4. Ante, 
5.Malt, 6. Dour, 7. Mask, 10. Help, 11. Local, 12. Event, 
15. Ether, 16. Allow, 18. Gear, 20. Python, 21. Armada, 
22. Expert, 24. Lyre, 25. Bald, 26. Eddy, 27. Eton. 

  24  25  26  27  28   

29            30 

31        32     

             

33     34     35   

    36         

37       38   39   

      40       

41  42  43     44    

        45     

46      47       

             

 48            

  24  25  26  27  28   

31.     Savage (7) 
32. Spur-wheel (5) 
33. Fish of the carp family (4) 
34. Fairy (4) 
35. Female deer (3) 
37. Family in The Darling Buds of May (6) 
38. Chinese porcelain pattern (6) 
41.     Armed conflict (3) 
43.     Deception (4) 
44.     Sea-bird (4) 
46.     Japanese assassin (5) 
47.     Fade (7) 
48.     Rashly (10) 
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~ Have Fun While Advertising Yourself ~ 
 

Take Part in 

Application Form for Parade 

 
Name of Business: 
 

   

Organisation, Club or 
Band: 

   

 
Address: 
 

   

 
Telephone: 

  
Contact Person: 

 

 

• All vehicles entering must have a float, preferably a live band with traditional, rock 
or pop music.   

 
• HGVs, lorries, or cars without a float will not be accepted.  
 

••••    Do you wish to do a demo (3-4 mins) at Reviewing Stand?    Yes       No 
 
 

Entrance Fee: 
• Commercial Float ~ €50 

 

• Club/Organisation ~ €20 

• Bands ~ Free 

1 Best Commercial Float  Trophy 2 Best Club Float Trophy 

3 Best Band Perpetual 
Cup 

4 Best Portrayal of Irish 
Culture 

Trophy 

5 Best Portrayal of International 
Culture 

Trophy 6 Best Portrayal of 
Environmental Awareness 

Trophy 

7 Best School Float Trophy    

The categories for which prizes will be awarded are as follows: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications with entry fee to be sent to Community Council Office before  
Friday 29th February or phone Marie Gleeson (office hours - 6285922 or 6285053) or  

John McGinley (6285293 (H) or 7026536 (W) ) 



Copy date for 

 

 the  

February 

Edition  

of  

Maynooth 

Newsletter 

 is  

16th January 

2010 

Maynooth Newsletter 
PUBLISHED BY MAYNOOTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
The opinions and statements expressed in the articles are 
those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the 
Editorial Board.  All materials to be included in the next 
edition of the Newsletter should be addressed to 
The Editor, Maynooth Newsletter, Unit 5, Maynooth Shopping 
Centre, (Beside Tesco) Maynooth, Co. Kildare.  
Tel: 01-6285922/6285053 
E-mail Maynooth Community Council: maynoothcc@eircom.net 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The Maynooth Newsletter is published as a service to the 
people and organisations of the neighbourhood.  It is an 
‘open access’ publication and will generally carry any material 
submitted to it, subject to the law of the land and to editorial 
judgement.  This judgement is exercised by the editorial 
committee in order to preserve the independence and 
balance of the Newsletter.  The committee reserves the 
right to alter, abridge or omit material which in it’s opinion 
might render the Newsletter the promoter or mouth-piece 
of sectional interests.  Any contributor seeking further 
guidelines in this matter is invited to contact the committee. 
 
NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 
We request all our contributors to make sure their material is 
legible. If possible, material should be typed, but as not 
everyone has access to computers, the best way to present 
material is to use either neat legible writing or block letters, 
on one side of the paper.  In future all letters to the Editor 
must have the writer’s name and address available for 
publication.  We emphasise that material submitted after the 
copydate will not be accepted and will be withheld until the 
following copydate.    

Email us at maynoothcc@eircom.net 
All Material Copyright Maynooth Newsletter 
2008. 
RIGHT TO REPLY 
In fairness  to our readers and given that this magazine is  
not  insured against libel damages or cost, we undertake the 
following: In case of errors of fact we will publish corrections 
when we become aware of such.  
In the case of unfairly impugning the reputation of any 
person we hereby offer that person or their reputation the 
right to reply. 
 
LETTER TO OUR READERS 
This is just a note to remind you all that the Newsletter 
exists for your enjoyment and that we welcome all 
contributions from our readers.  We would like to hear from 
any organisation or indeed from individuals with something 
to say or suggest.  We hope you continue to enjoy your 
monthly read and keep us informed of your activities. 
Community Council & Newsletter Staff 

PUBLISHED BY MAYNOOTH 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL LIMITED 
This publication is supported by FAS 
Community Employment which is  

Co-funded by the European Social Fund 
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